
MIssIoNARy VIsIoN

21

SummER IN KENyA

Eric and Mona Graham 
and Matthew Thompson 
(Lisburn), Rev David and Mrs 

Roberta McMillan (Armagh), Grace 
and Sarah Porter (Markethill), 
Anna Priestly (Bangor), James 
Dane (Crosgar), Andrew Houston 
(Ballymena) and Stephen and 
Naomi Kyle (Mourne) left for Kenya 
early on Thursday 7th July. Our goal 
was to assist the missionaries and get 
a flavour of missionary life.

We were involved in many aspects of 
the work: Sunday school with Gillian 
Gillespie at Nyaporo, prayer meetings 
with Gillian and Kathy in both the 
Nyaporo Church and Kakamega 
shopping centre, evangelism around 
Embogat, West Pokot, with some 
young people from Bible Christian 
Faith Church. Maintenance of Kathy 
Walker’s house was undertaken – 
much to her delight. Kathy also took 
us to the bookshop which is stocked 

with excellent literature. Noreen 
McAfee and Margaret Russell brought 
us to the BCFC Christian School in 
Lityei where we organised a children’s 
meeting for younger pupils. 

Witnessing the work first-hand gives 
fresh perspective on the challenges 
faced by our missionaries. You cannot 
fail to be impacted by a mission trip! 
God has called every Christian to be 
a missionary (Mark 16:15) – not all 
in foreign lands, but you can be a 
missionary in your work place, at 
school and in your local church. We 
are called to be active Christians 
not idle Christians.  “Sing unto the 
LORD, all the earth; shew forth from 
day to day his salvation. Declare 
his glory among the heathen; his 
marvellous works among all nations.” 
(1 Chronicles 16:23-24)

⁞⁞ Matthew Thompson



22

MIssIoNARy VIsIoN

CAllED to uGANDA

With help from Lisburn Congregation and the 
Mission Board, Matthew Higgins, from the 
Perth Congregation who has just completed 

his first year in the Whitefield College, was able to return 
to Australia for a summer of outreach. Matthew writes... 

After arriving home on the farm, I travelled down to Kingston, 
Tasmania and spent 11 days there, preaching twice on both 
Sundays and taking the midweek Bible Study.  The congregation 
has seen growth with two new families attending regularly.  I 
then drove to the Eyre Peninsula and preached one Sunday 
each in Port Lincoln and Lock, and during the week preached 
at the Cleve mission.  The young people in Lock are active 
for the Lord, and both churches were very encouraging.  I 
continued to travel west, driving across the Nullarbor to 
Perth, my home church.  The first weekend, the Rev Gardiner 
and I shared the preaching at a mission in Yangebup (about an 
hour south of the church).  A few weeks later we had a Youth 
weekend, at which I preached.  16 attended, and the young 
people really responded to the messages.  The next weekend, 
we held a mission in the church, with visitors coming in each 
night.  The Lord truly blessed the entire trip.  Please continue 
to pray for the Lord’s work ‘Down Under’.

SummER DoWN uNDER

Visiting Uganda in August for the 
first time I had the opportunity 
to work as part of a small team 

at Emmanuel Christian School. Each 
building now has a working light in every 
room. It was great to work with the older 
boys and to build friendships with them. 

I have been working and studying with New 
Tribes Mission for 4 out of the last 5 years. 
When God closed that door, it meant seeking 
His face afresh for direction. Only one avenue 
was laid on my heart: our own Mission 
Board. I am glad for the Lord’s leading 
as well as the experience and knowledge 
gained with NTM. Why this path the Lord 
only knows, but His thoughts and ways are 
higher than ours. So I willingly go one step 

at a time in His plan for His glory. Mission 
Board has accepted me as a missionary 
candidate for Uganda. A year’s further study 
beckons in the Whitefield College, with 
concurrent deputation meetings.  

I look forward to helping with the practical 
side of things in Uganda. Having built 
missionary houses, a guest house and a 
medical clinic with NTM in some of the 
remotest parts of the world, being part of 
the work in Emmanuel Christian School is an 
exciting prospect. I look forward to helping 
mentor the young people and to be part of 
the daily school work, or in whatever way the 
Lord seeks to use me.

⁞⁞ Andrew Foster

We are thankful to the Lord for the blessings 
enjoyed at the Mission Board United Children’s 
Camp in Newcastle during the first week of 

August.  We are thankful for the Board’s support as we 
minister to the children of our congregations in this manner. 

This third year of camp we had a mixture of ‘old’ and ‘new’ 
campers.  Some children have attended all three!  Activities 
included climbing, abseiling, canoeing and Camp Olympics, and 
a very enjoyable visit from Aunt Sandra’s Chocolate Factory.   
The Word of God was central - with morning and evening 
devotions conducted in small groups.  It was so encouraging 
to hear children praying publicly to the Lord with simple faith.  
We had a daily missionary meeting focussing on Corrie ten 
Boom; and a second meeting where we studied various Bible 
passages using the theme ‘One Way.’  We give thanks to God 
for the children and their excellent behaviour, the workers for 
their dedication, the parents for their confidence in allowing 
their children to come to camp and, most of all, to our Saviour 
for the Gospel that we have to teach boys and girls, and for His 
hand upon us throughout another camp.

⁞⁞ Rev Ryan McKee (Camp Director)

United Children’s Camp
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30 yEARS 
fAIthful SERvICE IN SPAIN

In September 1986 Lyle and 
Heather Boyd left for the land of 
Spain. For three years they lived 

in Fuenlabrada, 8 kms from Mostoles 
where the Hannas lived. During 
language study, they helped with young 
people´s work and eventually Lyle 
preached once a month.  They also 
travelled 200 miles south to Beas de 
Segura in Jaén, where Lyle preached 
in a small Spanish church.  When the 
pastor, Juan Bascuñana, invited Lyle to 
go there, the Lord spoke to him through 
Acts 8:26 “Arise and go toward the 
south.”  Juan moved to Mallorca just two 
weeks after the Boyds arrived in Beas.

Originally, the church met in an old 
house in Beas de Segura, but eventually 
a site was purchased in Cortijos Nuevos, 
15 miles away.  This was more central 
for the attendees who were scattered 

throughout the mountain villages.  With 
the help of the Lord and the generosity 
of His people, a church was built.  

A Celebration Dinner was held in 
Tandragee on Saturday 24th September 
to mark 30 years of faithful missionary 
service. Representatives from the 
Mission Board, Missionary Council, 
Presbytery, our various churches 
and family members attended. 
Correspondence was read from Rev 
John Hanna on behalf of the Spanish 
missionaries, commending the Boyds 
for their example and faithfulness.   

Lyle and Heather were members 
of Mourne and Lurgan churches 
respectively prior to their call to 
Spain.  Revs Patterson and Creane 
brought greetings on behalf of these 
congregations.  Dr Elliott, Deputy 

Moderator, spoke on behalf of 
Presbytery and Rev Harris brought 
a word of encouragement from the 
Mission Board. Presentations were 
made on behalf of the Mission Board 
and the Missionary Council by Mr 
McConnell and Mr Dummigan, and 
Rev Park, Heather’s brother, presented 
a plaque from the family, marking 30 
years of faithful service.  Matthew spoke 
on behalf of the Boyd children. 

Rev Boyd responded, thanking 
everyone for their prayers and support, 
and rejoicing in the Lord’s goodness 
which has enabled him to continue 
until this day.  Please continue to pray 
for the Boyds as they labour in a land of 
spiritual darkness and superstition.

⁞⁞ Rev D Park
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