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MAnY ChAllEngES

I am very thankful for my 
time spent in ulster, for the 
opportunity to renew fellowship 

with you all, and for the hospitality 
and support of the churches. I am 
also thankful to the Lord for enabling 
my return to the field, and for the 
renewal of my entry permit for another 
3 years. Do pray for strength, wisdom 
and blessing on this term of service.   
Back in Kenya I was faced with the 
reality that things will be different for 
various reasons, but I am confident 
that the Lord is in control and that, 
‘he abideth faithful; he cannot deny 
himself.’  The challenges are many.  

I think of the the Christian Academy, 
with Noreen McAfee moving to 
uganda, the finance required, and 
the academic and spiritual needs 
of students and staff.  We have ten 
months in another new school year to 
teach the Word of God. Pray that the 
precious seed will germinate and bring 
forth fruit unto life eternal.     

I think also of the Bible Christian Faith 

Church and its pastors. The men on 
the ground preaching, teaching and 
evangelizing need your continued 
prayers and support.  

I am also grateful that the FPC Mission 
Board and Missionary Council have 
enabled me to assist many needing 
emergency and specialized medical 
care, and poor children and young 
people needing help with education 
and other essentials. Your generosity 
is a vital element in this work. 

Remember the Sunday Schools of BCFC 
as I seek to delegate and to encourage 
Kenyans to shoulder responsibility 
in 30 locations. I trust that this term, 
with God’s help, I will see the visual 
aids and lessons for the curriculum 
finalised, printed, and in the hands of 
many Kenyan teachers.  

The Free Presbyterian Church Mission 
Society Africa needs to comply 
with new regulations placed upon 
all organisations by the Kenyan 
government. 

We look to the Lord to see the expansion 
of the work in new areas as we follow 
up contacts and requests made over 
recent months.  We need wisdom, and 
labourers to respond to these calls. 

Remember Kathy Walker in the 
bookshop at Kakamega. Pray that God 
will use the printed page to enlighten 
darkened souls and edify believers, and 
indeed use the shop as a point of contact 
for many who need to hear the Gospel. 

It is our desire to see a Bible College 
opened where men will receive 
systematic teaching. Then, through 
them, New Testament churches 
may be established and the Gospel 
preached in Kenya and beyond in 
obedience to Matthew 28:19. To do 
all of this, we are looking to the Lord. 
And we depend on the support of the 
Lord’s people, ever seeking those who 
will hear the Macedonian call: ‘Come 
over and help us!’ 

⁞⁞ margaret Russell
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MISSIon BoArD: 
AnoThEr YEAr IS DAWnIng

we are but a small 
Reformed evangelical 
witness, and yet we are 

heartened by the doors that God 
has opened. In 2016 God gave us new 
openings both in uganda and Kenya. 
These come with heavy responsibilities 
for our missionary team and the 
national believers. This is a missionary 
enterprise that is for the long term – a 
unique, God-given opportunity to help 
equip another generation to serve the 
Lord. 

New contacts have also been made 
with believers in other parts of the 
Lord’s vineyard, and we are seeking 
to encourage them in the things of 
God. Our field of service is the world, 
and where God leads there are no 
limitations. Constantly the call comes 
ringing, ‘come and help us’. It is a call 
we cannot ignore. 

While the New Year is dawning, the 
old problems still confront us. “The 
harvest truly is plenteous, but the 
labourers are few”. The Lord’s answer 
is for us to pray. (Matthew 9: 37-38) 
This has prompted the Mission Board 

to organise special times of prayer 
and fasting to seek the Lord for Divine 
intervention. We rejoice that God has 
already answered, and has met very 
specific needs.  May it please Him that 
lives in complete surrender to His call 
will be raised up to say “Here am 
I, send me.” 

Last October I had the 
privilege of visiting the 
work in Spain. It was 
a joy to be with Rev 
and Mrs Boyd as they 
marked thirty years of 
service in that land.  At 
the Easter Convention this 
year (DV) we will mark forty years 
of the Hanna family in Spain. This is 
the Lord’s doing and is marvellous in 
our eyes. We look forward to hearing 
Rev Hanna preach on Easter Friday.  
Last year, in conjunction with the 
Youth Council, we organized a very 
successful Youth Missionary Trip to 
Spain. We hope this year to send out a 
team to where Rev Boyd ministers in 
Cortijos Nuevos. If you are interested 
please contact the Mission Board and 
check the website for further details. 

On behalf of the Mission Board, and all 
on its many fields of service, I want to 
thank you all for your prayerful and 
financial support. We are labourers 
together with God. How amazing are 
those words of Paul in 2 Corinthians 

6:1 “We then, as workers together 
with him”. There is work 

for everyone to do, that 
the His harvest will be 
gathered in. 

Keep holding the ropes 
for us. May 2017 be a 

year especially owned 
and blessed by Him! 

“Another year of service,
Of witness for Thy love;
Another year of training
For holier work above.
Another year is dawning:
Dear Father, let it be,
On earth or else in heaven, 
Another year for Thee.”

⁞⁞ Rev I harris

ThErE 
iS work for 
EVEryonE To 

do, ThaT ThE hiS 
harVEST will bE 

gaThErEd in.

aS 2017 opEnS up bEforE uS in ThE miSSion board, ThE opporTuniTiES 
for fulfilling ThE grEaT commiSSion arE VaST and diVErSE.
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MISSIonArY 
CounCIl rEVIEW 

we have a deep sense of 
gratitude to Almighty 
God who has provided 

the finance for the ministry of the 
missionary Council during another 
year. Missionary Council funds are a 
lifeline to those who serve God on the 
Mission Field as they make up 30% of 
salaries. Your contributions go a long 
way to sustaining the Lord’s servants in 
their various fields of service.

We want every congregation to be 
represented on the Council.  Each 
session has the responsibility to 
appoint representatives from their 
congregation to serve in this capacity.  
Representatives play a major role in 
reporting news from the mission field 
to their churches, and are placed by 
the Lord to encourage prayerful and 
practical support in the churches they 
represent.   

We now have over 20 missionaries 
directly supported by our funds, and 
we have been able to assist financially 
in different projects and outreach 
programmes.  I’m sure we’ve all been 
greatly encouraged in recent times 
by the move of God in our missionary 
endeavour.  New fields have opened, 
some missionaries have been redirected 
into new and challenging areas, others 
have been called and sent out, or are in 
the process of being commissioned.  

Looking to the future, keep up the 
good work in supporting the monthly 
Missionary Council offering in your 
church. As you do so, remember that 
you are furthering the cause of Christ’s 
Kingdom in many parts of the world.

⁞⁞ Rev D park

Office: 
Mr George McConnell, 
3 Carrigenagh Road, 
Kilkeel, BT34 4NE, NI
T. 44 (0) 28 4176 5574   
E. gmckilkeel@aol.com

mISSIoN 
BoARD 
DeTAILS

Secretary:  
Rev David Park,
55 Market Street, 
Ballymoney, BT53 6ED
T. 028 2766 2039
E. hebronfpc@btconnect.com

Chairman: 
Rev Ian Harris, 
23a Moneydaragh Road, 
Annalong, BT34 4TY
T. 028 4376 8040
E. ian.harris960@btinternet.com

www.fpcmission.orgwebsite

Alison is due to complete her 
course of treatment by 21st 
December and has managed 

quite well for which we thank the 
Lord. The main side effects should 
dissipate 4-6 weeks thereafter, but a 
further period will be needed to build 
up her strength and immune system.

Malcolm himself plans to return to 
Kenya after the ministers’ week of 
prayer for 3 months (DV), returning 
for Alison’s scans which are due April 
/May. We appreciate very much the 
support of God’s people and continue 
to value your prayers as we enter into 
a new year.  

uPDATE: 
MAlColM & AlISon 

PATTErSon

MISSIonArIES 
on DEPuTATIon

Joy Gillespie (Nepal)

Andrew foster (uganda) 

Rev Ralph hall (Tasmania)

Rev philip Gardiner 
(Perth, W Australia)

Home Missionaries can 
be contacted via 

Mission Board Office. 

Missionary Council representatives with Rev & Mrs Boyd




