


Lord used to prepare you for the mission field?                                              

MR:  After losing my father, my 
family had real financial problems.  
My mother was left with eight 
children to rear; the oldest was 17 
and the youngest 4.   Being the oldest 
girl, I developed an independent 
spirit and took on responsibilities 
which normally someone of my age 
would not have been given.  I also 
believe that the rural farming life 
that I was used to prepared me for 
the community in which I was eventually to live and labour.  

HT:  How did you know that God was calling you to be a 
missionary? 

MR:  The increasing desire and conviction that God wanted 
me to give myself to missionary work coupled with a 
realisation that practising as a nurse and midwife in Belfast 
was not my destination in life, caused me to seek the Lord 
earnestly that He would show me His will.   This desire 
increased as I attended special missionary meetings and 
listened to the testimony of other missionaries who had ‘left 
all and followed Christ’.  I prayed much about my future 
and came to the place where I was ready to resign my own 
personal ambitions and accept exactly what the Lord had 
for me.  The verse which confirmed that God was speaking 
to me was Hebrews 12:25.

HT:  Were your family and friends supportive? 

MR:  I suppose I could say that my family showed a passive 
attitude towards me as I planned to leave home. They did 
not oppose my plans to come to Kenya but on the other 
hand were apprehensive about a daughter and sister going 
far away to a foreign land. Some of my family were believers 
and understood something of the great need on the mission 
field. They did however ask me at times, ‘Are you sure you 
are doing the right thing?’  Since coming to the field I have 
been asked by those in the wider family circle, ‘Do you not 
think you have done enough? do you not think it is time to 
come home?’  One member of my own church told me quite 
directly that he didn’t think I should be going to Kenya 
as a single woman on my own. Another asked me if I was 
prepared to battle with loneliness.  All of these were very 

legitimate points which made 
me think a lot, but I still felt 
that it was God’s will to go.

HT:  What types of 
preparations did you make to 
become a missionary? 

MR:  I believe that God had 
already begun preparing me 
for the foreign mission field 
before I ever had any interest 
or desire to go.  During my 
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HT:  Please tell our readers a little about yourself and your 
family, i.e., where you’re from, when and how you came to 
Christ, etc.                                                           

MR:  I am one of a family of eight children, and the eldest 
of six girls brought up in a rural area on the outskirts 

of Tandragee, Co Armagh. 
My parents were farmers and 
therefore I benefited from the 
country life and enjoyed working 
with animals and doing the 
chores assigned to me although 
some of them were not that 
pleasant!   My parents were Irish 
Presbyterians who believed that 
their children should faithfully 
attend the house of God, 
honour the Lord and keep His 
commandments.  Throughout 

my life and particularly during my labours here in Kenya, 
I have come to appreciate the blessing of being brought up 
in what many today class as a ‘strict’ fashion.  Even though 
in those early years of my childhood, neither of my parents 
had experienced saving grace in Christ, they displayed a 
great interest in the preaching of the gospel.  They made 
sure that we attended Sunday school and church twice every 
Sunday and attended special gospel meetings which were 
convened in the local area.  
   It was at those meetings where I learnt of my need of 
Christ.  I was often disturbed about the fact that I was not 
saved and this greatly increased when my father suddenly 
passed away at the age of 46.  Shortly before he died he 
confessed Christ as Saviour. During that sorrowful time I 
was under much conviction that I was not right with God. 
One year after that in 1971 I received Christ as my Saviour 
and gained assurance that I truly was born again.  This 
happened as I sat in a mission hall in Scarva, Co. Down, 
listening to the preaching of the gospel.

HT:  Was there anything in your childhood that you feel the 

In this edition of Harvest Times, we turn our spotlight on 
Miss Margaret Russsell who is celebrating her 25th year as 
a missionary to Kenya.
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attributed to the fact that emphasis was not placed on sound 
in-depth teaching.  I believe that a missionary requires the 
same training and experience as that of the home ministry.  
The missionary may be required to specialise in some area, 
depending where they are called to labour. 

HT:  What do you enjoy most about missionary work?                                         

MR:  These days I have many administrative responsibilities 
but I must say it is always good just to go out to the 
different areas and teach a Sunday School class! Also, I 
always feel blessed when coming from the work of personal 
evangelism and count it a privilege to be able to visit the 

homes of the people and talk to them 
about the Lord. In my role as a teacher of 
personal evangelism, I take Bible College 
students out on practical evangelism and 
encourage them in that great work.  I find 
this very fulfilling.

HT:  Please relate a personal humorous 
or embarrassing incident involving either 
the language or culture of Kenya.   

MR:  I don’t know whether you could call it humorous 
or embarrassing or just shocking for the new and novice 
missionary.  Shortly after arriving in Kenya, I remember 
visiting an area with church leaders and being shown around 
the place. I was introduced to a man with his wife and family.  
Then we went a little further around the area and I was again 
told that this is that same man’s home and family! The look 
of bewilderment on my face must have been obvious.  It was 
gently explained to me that this man was a polygamist! Let me 
add of course that such polygamy is not tolerated in the church 
but, none the less, it does exist. 
   Another incident was during my first bout of food poisoning. 
It happened at that most inopportune moment when I was to 
meet my distinguished guests—Dr. Paisley, Dr. Douglas and 
Rev. McIlveen—at the airport.  After their visit, a report in our 

church magazines was written relating 
how Margaret was in casualty with 
food poisoning on their arrival!   When 
some of the Kenyans read that, they 
came to me with great concern asking 
me if someone really tried to poison 
me by putting poison in my food!  
This brought home to me how careful 
and clear we must be and how easily 
misunderstandings can arise.   

HT:  What is your most treasured 
memory of your time in Kenya?  

MR:  My two day safari to Lake Bogoria’s hot springs—one 
of the many interesting places in Kenya to visit— with Ruth 
Kendagor, two days before she was murdered.  So much on the 
trip seemed to be pointing us to the trouble that was ahead but 

seven years of training as a nurse, I gained  experience 
which has been of great help to me—not only in treating  
sickness but in dealing with people in trouble and when 
suffering great loss.  After I was assured that God was 
calling me into His work, I joined the Whitefield College 
of the Bible as one of the first students to do the two year 
missionary course.  My involvement in youth and children’s 
work in my local church was also a valuable part of my 
preparation for the ministry that I was to be involved in.

HT:  Who or what was most helpful during your time of 
preparation for the mission field (i.e., book or person)? 

MR:  Initially Victor Maxwell, who 
was the secretary of the Acre Gospel 
Mission, advised and encouraged me 
to step out in faith.  The testimony 
of James and Norrie Gunning, 
missionaries to Brazil, really stands 
out in my mind. Their dedication 
really left a lasting impression on 
me.  When God showed me that 
Kenya was the place of service for 
me, George McConnell greatly 
encouraged me to go.  Morever, ever since then, even in very 
difficult times, his word of advice has always been —‘Go on 
and don’t give up!’
  
HT:  If the clock could be turned back, what changes (if any) 
would you want to make in your own personal preparation 
for service?                  

I feel I would have needed more in depth knowledge of 
the Reformed faith and the stand and policies of modern 
missions. Since you meet with so many different beliefs and 
ideas on the mission field, you need to know exactly what 
you believe and why you believe it. Great wisdom is needed 
as to how far one should go in fellowshipping with those 
who hold to different beliefs than you. This has been a real 
issue with missionaries in the past.   Due 
to the lack of fellowship and loneliness, 
some enter into fellowships which— if 
they were at home—they would not 
entertain. This is one of the reasons why 
ecumenism prospered so much on the 
mission field.  Therefore I feel I could 
have been better prepared to deal with 
issues related to this.

HT:  Did you have any misconceptions 
about missionary work which had to be 
overcome?                                                                       

MR:  There has been an attitude amongst the Lord’s people 
on the home front that missionary work does not require 
the highly qualified or fully equipped Christian workers. 
There is an idea that converts in the third world  do not 
require or cannot not absorb the deep teaching of the Word 
of God.  I believe that the opposite is the case and feel that 
some of the shallowness in Christianity in Africa can be 
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Belfast preacher 
in Kenya

Sharing the blessings and burdens

OveR Easter it was my joy to fellowship with you in 
Ulster and I wish to thank you for all your encourage-

ment and support.  Now I am back to base and classes for 
the six hundred and three students at the Christian Acade-
my are well into the second term.  The pupils are busy with 
their books and the parents are frantically searching for 

the fees to keep 
them in class, 
this being tra-
ditionally the 
leanest time 
of year.  Pray 
that the Lord 
would supply 
their needs.
   On 16th May 
we hosted the 

annual Education Day for Mnagei Zone, with representa-
tives from sixteen local primary schools.  The Christian 
Academy received several awards including an overall 
prize for the Best Private School.  We thank God for His 
help.
   The same day we took delivery of our new Isuzu D-Max 
pickup which replaces the old school bus which had been 
carrying our building supplies! Rising maintenance costs 

and fuel prices told us it was time to sell the sixteen-year-
old Mazda and look for a more economical vehicle. Pray 
for travelling mercies, especially during the rainy season.
   On Sunday 18th May 
our boarders received 
their Sunday School 
prizes and we had a 
good turnout for the 
Parents’ Day Service.  
Pray that our children 
would not forget the 
Bible truths which have 
been taught.
   Construction con-
tinues on the Secondary School laboratories and library 
though there is still much work to be done. We thank all 
who have contributed to the building fund. 
   We have been disturbed by recent reports of the ritualis-
tic killing of some school children within Kapenguria Di-
vision and would covet your prayers for the physical and 
spiritual well-being of the young people in our care.  
   I am glad to report that my work permit has again been 
granted for a further three years. Do continue to pray that 
Rev DiCanio’s will be granted as well. 

Editor’s note: We would appreciate any help to make up the 
difference in cost of the new vehicle for the work in Kenya.

 4   Harvest Times   spring 2008      

BY noreen mcafee

A few weeks ago I attended the funeral of the father of 
Hillary, one of our young people.  Sad to say his father 

had a serious drink problem. Those who attended the fu-
neral were mostly under the influence of alcohol and some 
passed out during the short service.  The Rev. Paraiywa was 
the preacher, bringing the message in very difficult circum-
stances, as many were mourning loudly for their friend. 
Those who listened were left in no doubt of their state be-
fore God.  My heart was broken as I saw what Hillary had 
come from.  His life is not easy, but I thank the Lord for 
saving him. His friends from the church stood with him, 
most of them coming from similar backgrounds.  Do pray 

for these young men that God would use them mightily and 
that He would keep them for Himself.  Pray also that the 
Lord would lead them to godly life partners.
   We had a great teens rally in April, when one hundred 
and nine teenagers turned up for our meeting.  Mr. Everett 
Smyth from Belfast was the guest preacher.  He spoke with 
much power to our young people, who all listened very at-
tentively to the Word.  Mr. Alec Wallace from Randalstown 
testified of how he came to Christ.  The Lord was in the 
midst that day!  Pray that the word spoken will bring forth a 
harvest.  At this meeting we gave out a yearly Bible reading 
scheme.  Pray that our teens will begin to read God’s Word 
on a daily basis.  
   In the goodness of the Lord I have at last found a suitable 
house in a good area of Kakamega. We are presently draw-
ing up all the legal details and I hope to be moved there by 
August, God willing.

BY gillian gilleSpie



Striking contacts in Liberia
by george mcconnell

My fourth visit to Liberia was 
again at the invitation of the 

North American Mission Board, 
which is in charge of the work there. 
During my f light I met an English-
man who had been a missionary in 
Liberia for thirteen years. He was a 
wealth of information on the coun-
try, its churches and its troubles. 
   Dr Mark Allison and Mr Paulcy 
Cange had arrived two days be-
fore me. Dr Allison spent the week 
teaching the pastors. One pastor 
heard on the second day that his 
son had died in a fire. Do remem-
ber Pastor Phillip Mayonga and 
his family as they mourn their son’s 
sudden death. Paulcy visited Pastor 
Henry Monger’s church to look at 
the possibility of purchasing ground 
to build new premises for their ever-
growing Christian school. I visited 
the bookshop and learned that the 
literature from Northern Ireland has 
almost all been sold. The Bibles and 
commentaries have been given to 
needy pastors, who were very thank-
ful. Another family gave £1000 for 
books which are ready to be shipped 
in June. 

   We also met Pastor Moses Borfor 
at our bookshop in Monrovia. With-
out any promised financial backing, 
Moses moved from Monrovia three 
years ago to minister to his own 
people. The first building he erected 

blew down in a storm. Then a f lood 
washed the second building away, but 
Moses kept at the work. We were able 
to give him books and Bibles and a 
gift to help with his transport back 
home. 
   Another interesting family is Pas-
tor John Mark, his wife and daugh-
ter. During the civil war John was ar-
rested and taken to an interrogation 
centre. The sergeant in charge knew 
him and kept him hidden for three 
months. Meanwhile John’s wife and  summer 2008   Harvest Times    5

LITTle tokens for good.  How wel-
come they are - especially when sur-

rounded by discouragements and frus-
trations. 
   The recent Women’s Bible Study meet-
ings have seen a lower attendance - but 
for a good reason. Two of the ladies have 
given birth. We welcome these new little 
lives and pray for God’s mercy and bless-
ing upon them. A new lady has been at-
tending for a couple of weeks now. She 
has been sending her children to the 
Sunday school for five years. Now after 
all this time she too has begun attend-
ing church.  Pray for the continuation 
of the Emboghat ladies’ meeting, as I 
will be working with a new group in an-
other area, beginning next month. We 
are planning to do outreach in the next 
couple of weeks and trust that the Lord 
will open doors and hearts.
    As the adult choir practices resume we 

BY KaTHY WalKer

open doors 
and open 
hearts

need faithful servants for this ministry. I 
thank the Lord for the able assistance of 
Mr. Francis Asiligwa. I have been teach-
ing music theory to some of the school 
students in preparation for returning 
to our hand chimes. The young people 
seem to enjoy learning and the school 
choirs sang well for the Parent Day Ser-
vice at the Academy.
    I am very grateful for the willing la-
bour of our visitors from Ulster, Mr. Ev-
erett Smyth and Mr. Alex Wallace (see 
photo right), who painted my home. I 

now no longer have to look at gray plas-
ter - which did have a character of its 
own - but I do love colour!
    Continue to pray for the resettlement 
of displaced families due to the recent 
trouble. I stopped by the Kitale Show-
ground Camp this week and a Red Cross 
representative told me there are only 
three hundred people remaining and 
many are daily being resettled. Thank 
you for remembering the needs here.

daughter f led with many others but 
ended up in two different countries. 
It was seven years before the family 
was reunited.  Pastor John Mark has 
commenced a church and has seen 
the conversion of former Moslems. 
His church has applied to become a 
mission work of the Free Presbyte-
rian Church. 

   A young man called ‘Bigboy’ was 
converted during our last visit. 
He is now twenty, but cannot read 
or write. He and his brother are 
receiving instruction and hope 
to commence school in Septem-
ber. We supplied them with new 
clothes and shoes and hope to pro-
vide their school fees. 
    I returned home encouraged and 
humbled that the Lord has given 
our little denomination the great 
privilege of helping this work.

Points for Prayer:
The need for a full time mission-•	
ary to go to Liberia.
New and second-hand Bibles and •	
books and funds to cover the high 
cost of shipping them.
Funds to purchase new ground •	
for the school.

For a full report on our visit listen 
to Dr. Allison’s report on www.ser-
monaudio.com.

Paulcey Cange and Pastor John Mark
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GReeTIngs from sunny Spain! 
The work in Alcorcon is going 

well and we are blessed to see the 
church growing slowly but surely, in 
both numbers and in spiritual matu-
rity. 
   We recently moved into our house 
in Barcience (city square shown in 
photo at right), about forty-five min-
utes away from Alcorcon. The move 
has kept me busy. We had painters in, 
and at the end of the work we gave a 
New Testament to each of them. One 
was an evangelical from Brazil.
   We continue to have prayer meet-
ings in Barcience every Friday, asking 
the Lord to transform the hearts of 
our neighbours so that one day they 

will come to saving faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. We need the Spirit of the 
living God to come down in the salva-
tion of lost sinners. The case for most 
of them is that they have never heard 
the message of the Gospel in their en-

tire life. Please pray for the people of 
Barcience and for the work in Alcor-
con as well.
   The committee for the new hymn-
book has met again in May to finish 
the work. As one of the members of 

BY rev. angel alvarez

They have 
never heard 

praying for 
miracles

BY joY gilleSpie

means of encouragement too for the ladies 
of the church.
   At the beginning of July we hope to have 
our annual week of children’s meet-
ings in Siles.  José and Dolores have 
again promised to open their home 
for us. Pray for all those who gather, 
that God will place on them a great 
desire to hear His Word.
   Please remember the family of 
Paquita, that God will continue to 
give the daughters needed strength as 
they read and pray together, despite 
the opposition they face.  

   In September we hope to have a group 
of young people over to help with tract dis-
tribution in this area and at the pilgrimage 
to Cortes on the 8th September. Just last 
week I heard of an Englishman who picked 
up a tract at the London Underground and 
through it he was brought to saving faith 
in Christ.  Pray that soon we will hear of 
that kind of miracle happening here in 
Spain. 

this committee, I have been very busy 
reviewing all the grammar of the dif-
ferent psalms and hymns. This new 
hymnbook is a turning point for the 
Reformed community, as it will be 
the hymnbook which the Reformed 

churches of Spain 
will be able to iden-
tify with. Pray for 
this project so that 
it will be blessed by 
our Lord.
   Every year as the 
spring approaches 
my hay-fever grows 
worse and my 
breathing problems 
become evident, 
making me very 
tired physically. I 

would ask you to pray that this issue 
will not be such a big trouble to me.
   May the Lord richly bless each of 
you, and we sincerely thank you for 
your prayers.
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GReeTIngs in our Saviour’s 
name.  In the last week or so we 

have been having very wet and over-
cast weather, but we thank God for 
this temporal blessing as this winter 
has been one of the driest in the last 
ten years. Pray that God will contin-
ue to send the showers of rain and of 
spiritual blessings.
   In March we commenced a monthly 
women’s meeting on Saturday eve-
nings (see photo). The ladies have 
been inviting friends and family and 
at each meeting unsaved people have 
come in, for which we thank God.  Many 
people don’t want to come into the church, 
but a women’s meeting in a private house 
is something they will come to.  Pray that 
these women will return again and that 
these meetings will be a stepping stone for 
them to come to church. This would be a 



BY margareT ruSSell

AfTeR our return from Ulster in 
April we found a very encourag-

ing situation in Miranda. During our 
absence, and under the ministry of Juan 
Bascuñana, the daily services in the new 
building were attended by a little flock, 
with the addition of some new people. 
We saw that certainly the Lord had re-
sponded to the prayers of God’s people 
in many of our churches in Ulster. 

   This good situation continued during 
the next few weeks, and the number of 
people in the services even increased. 
On the 15th of April, without counting 
our family, there were fourteen people 
in the service. 

BY dr. george ruiz

new building in miranda
   Nevertheless in the last 
weeks the attendance at 
the services has dimin-
ished. There are great 
problems related to alco-
holism in the lives of some 
people. There are also peo-
ple with health problems, 
or with unbelieving hus-
bands or wives, or simply 
those with a loose attention to the plan 
of salvation which is preached. It is true 

that many peo-
ple have heard 
the gospel of 
salvation, but 
we realize that 
the Lord has to 
work power-
fully to change 
lives and hearts 
if the planted 
Word is to be 
fruitful. We are 
pleased to see 

that the Lord is working through His 
word in Domingo and a woman called 
Ilda, who faithfully attend the services 
every day. We ask your prayers, breth-
ren, for all these matters. 
   Meanwhile, in the middle of April 

the new building was acquired by the 
church in Alcorcón, with Rev. Ángel 
Álvarez and the Deacon Jesús Balleste-

ros acting as representatives. Work on 
the inside and the outside of the hall 
advances, and we hope that all will be 
finished soon. We would like it to be a 
warm and a worthy place for the wor-
ship of our mighty God. 

The psalmist exhorts us in Psalm 
34 verse 1 to “...bless the Lord at 

all times”. No matter what happens in 
our lives God is to be praised, for He 
sovereignly controls all that happens 
to us. 
   From Alcorcón we are glad to report 
that the Lord has certainly been good 
to us.  The new families who joined 
at the end of last year are a bless-
ing to our fellowship. Our numbers 

have been gradually increasing in all 
the services and our recently uphol-
stered pews are very comfortable. On 
one occasion extra chairs had to be 
brought in to seat the people. 
   Our live internet broadcasts of 
the Lord’s Day services have been 
blessed by God. One young Roman 
Catholic from Malaga has written to 
say that she has found Christ and has 
commenced a Bible study based on 
the Westminster Confession of Faith. 
She has studied the section on the 
Holy Scriptures, something of great 
importance to anyone coming from a 
Roman Catholic background.  She is 
presently studying God and the Holy 
Trinity.
    The Friday night prayer times 
continue in Barcience, a new hous-
ing development in the province of 

Toledo. Approximately twelve adults 
and four children attend, all being 
members of the Alcorcón church. It 
is hoped that in the will of the Lord 
a new church will commence in this 
growing town. Please pray that the 
Lord will give tokens for good, either 
in bringing other believers or by sav-
ing sinners from the area.
   Finally we ask that you pray in par-
ticular for all the unsaved who regu-
larly attend our services, especially 
Antonia, Alejandro and Angel. Pray 
too for Pablo who has returned for 
a second term of military service in 
Afghanistan. We express our grati-
tude to all who pray and support us 
financially in the Lord’s work here in 
Spain.  

overflow 
congregation 
in madrid

BY rev. joHn Hanna
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revelry, tragedy 
and  inquiry 

THanK you all for your prayers 
for the work in this part of His 

vineyard. We can testify to the good-
ness of God in sustaining us in a day 
of apostasy, when many are forsaking 
the old paths and falling into sin. 
    April is the time for the local fiesta 

of San Marcos, when the population 
of Beas de Segura increases fourfold.  
It is a week of eating, drinking and 

BY lYle BoYd

drugs, with bulls being let 
loose in the streets and cru-
elly treated.
    This year was 
tragically marked 
by the suicide of a 

young man, Nico, who went 
to school with our sons Sam-
uel and Matthew. He had 
threatened his family that 
he was going to ruin their 
celebrations. After saying 
goodbye he threw himself 
off a building into the mid-
dle of a crowd below. What 
a tragedy, and yet the people are so 
blind to its consequences. Many were 
annoyed that their fiesta had been in-
terrupted.  
    Please pray for a couple whose son 
is in Daniel’s class. The father listens 
to our radio broadcasts and this week 
I left a Bible in their home. Pray that 
soon they will be rejoicing in God’s 
salvation.
    With permission from the Town 
Council we commenced another 
book table in a town called Arroyo 

del Ojanco some fifteen kilometres 
from Beas.  Some Romanian ladies 

had been living there for a year and a 
half before they found out about our 
church. We want therefore to keep a 
visible witness in the area, letting the 
people know there is a Bible-believ-
ing church there, and reaching out to 
Roman Catholics with the Gospel.
   We are very thankful to friends 
who have supplied us with Spanish 
literature and Arab Bibles, calendars, 
etc.  Please pray for the young Arab 
girl Natifa, who has received a New 
Testament. Thank you all again for 
your faithfulness.
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The Missionary’s Prayer

Lord, grant my yearning heart’s desire
   That I be filled with fervent zeal,
To save poor sinners from the fire,

   To snatch them from the verge of hell,
And turn them to a pard’ning God,
   To cleanse their souls in Jesus’ blood.

I would the precious time redeem,
   And longer live for this alone,
To spend, and to be spent, for them
   Who have not yet my Saviour known;
Fully on these my mission prove,
   And only breathe, to breathe Thy love.

My talents, gifts, and graces, Lord,
   Into Thy blessed hands receive;
And let me live to preach Thy Word,
   And only to Thy glory live;
My ev’ry sacred moment spend
   To publish forth the sinners’ Friend.

Enlarge, inflame, and fill my heart
   With Thine own boundless love divine!
So shall I all my strength exert,
   And love them with a zeal like Thine;
And lead them to Thy open side,
   The sheep for whom their Shepherd died.

          —Charles Wesley

Annual 
Missionary Council 

Weekend

14th -16th Nov. 2008 
Garvagh Free 

Presbyterian Church

Accommodation at 
the Radisson Hotel 

in Limavady

For full details 
please contact the 

Mission Board Office.
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We change–
He changes not

by COLIN MAXWELL

by JOyCE WALSH

“fear not little flock”

THe highlight of the year so far 
was undoubtedly the visit of Dr. 

Paisley and his wife in 
April. Down on official 
business, Dr. Paisley took 
time out to fellowship 
with the Free Presbyteri-
ans here in Cork. Along 
with invited Christians 
and a number of Ro-
man Catholics, we heard 
him encourage us with 
the text: “Fear not, little 
flock.” (Luke 12:32) Some 
of these Roman Catho-
lics were folk who had 
not been to our meetings 
for some time. Even one 
of the police bodyguards assigned 
to accompany Dr Paisley elected to 
stay in for the whole meeting. The 
savour of this visit rests with us still. 

   It continues to be a time of intense 
sowing of the seed here. We were 
greatly encouraged when the young 
daughter of a family in the church 
in Cork professed faith in Christ. 

More people have been stopping to 
chat with us in the street. However, 
there remains a great indifference to 
the things of God. 
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BY colin maxWell

   We are gearing up for the sum-
mer work among the tourists again, 
hoping that the strong Euro will not 
put Americans and others off com-
ing. The local newspaper gave us a 
further reduced rate for our nightly 
classified advertisement which con-
tains a short gospel text along with 

the telephone number of 
our 24/7 Bible Hotline. 
A lady who rang the 
Hotline a few weeks ago 
came back to request 
that we send her out the 
Correspondence Bible 
Studies. This is just one 
instance of a renewed 
interest in these studies.
   Thank you for your 
continued support for 
us here in Cork. We are 
keeping well as a family. 
Andrew has nearly com-
pleted his first year in 

primary school. He is asking a lot of 
questions about God which we pray 
will lead him to faith in Christ.

The River Lee running alongside the city of Cork

Roman Catholic children who attend-
ed, so we trust they will come again.  
Shandon Park Newry, Bessbrook and 
Mountnorris are other areas we 
will be going to.
   It is almost twenty years since I 
started working under our Mis-
sion Board.  During that time 
many changes have taken place 
in children’s work. Attendance 
at meetings is smaller; children 
have less interest in coming and 
some parents have no desire to 
send them. Discipline is also a 
concern and there are the Child 
Protection laws that we must 
adhere to. But even though atti-

tudes and situations have changed, God 
says, “I am the Lord. I change not.” I 
can say with confidence, “Hitherto hath 
the Lord helped us.” 
   Thank you to all who have prayed 
and given to the work. Do pray for the 
many meetings this summer that we 
will know God’s presence and blessing 
in the salvation of young lives.

SInCe the beginning of the year I 
have conducted seven children’s 

missions. The venues included an Or-
ange hall, a mission hall, a portable hall 
and a tent. Attendance ranged from 0 
to 40.  During the week in Broomhedge 
no one came the first day and I felt very 
lonely and discouraged.  However those 
who came the rest of the week were 
very enthusiastic.  
   I have also been busy with deputation 
meetings, weekly children’s meetings, 
youth meetings and school assemblies. 
Roman Catholic children have attended 
many of the meetings.  A few children 
have been saved, for which we praise 
the Lord.  Sadly many children do not 
attend Sunday school or children’s 
meetings. A wee girl of eight told me 
she did not attend Sunday school be-
cause she thought it was boring. 
   In June I will be involved again with 
Mullaglass Church in Whitecross. Last 
year we were thrilled at the number of 



THE work in Kingston 
in 2008 has been quiet 

and somewhat of an anti-
climax.  However, for those 
involved in our work, they 
would without hesitation 
say it is a blessed and happy 
anti-climax!  2007 was a dif-
ficult year, with turmoil and 
uncertainty regarding our 
present building, people leav-
ing because of schism in the 
work, and my ongoing battle 
with illness.  We look back now 
upon those events and are rebuked 
because of our lack of faith and we 
are amazed at God’s gracious work-
ing in our midst.  
   Our building is now bought and 
paid for in a way one can only de-
scribe as miraculous.  The congre-
gation is beginning to pick up the 
pieces and, as in 
Nehemiah’s day, 
we are returning 
to the duty of re-
building the walls.  
We are now a fully 
constituted work 
with a committee 
and are seeking to 
build the founda-
tions of a New 
Testament church.
    My health 
continues to be 
uncertain, but in 
that too the Lord 

by REV. DAVID PRIESTLy

rebulding 
the walls

has been gracious and I am able, 
most Sundays, to take the morn-
ing service and the midweek Bible 
Study.  We are very grateful that 
we have the fellowship of a little 
Reformed Presbyterian Church 
nearby and they have provided 

excellent support, with one of their 
elders always on standby to preach, 
should the need arise.  We also 
pay tribute to our home Mission 
Board, who up to the present time 
monitor, the situation. Presently 
they have sent over Mr Robert 
Campbell, one of our Whitefield 
College students, for six weeks. 

   Above all 
we give great 
thanks to 
the Lord, the 
great Head of 
the Church.  
He has pre-
served the 
ministry here 
and we would 
value your 
prayers that it 
will continue 
holding up the 
torch of truth 
in Kingston, 
Tasmania.

by MARk PEDEN

DuRIng the course of the last 
number of months my wife and 

I have been increasingly exercised in 
regards to the work of God in Port 
Lincoln, South Australia. As regular 
readers will be aware, our congrega-
tion in Port Lincoln has been without 
a permanent ministry for some years.
   Sensing that it might be the Lord’s 
will for us to go to Port Lincoln, we 
sought Him concerning the matter. 
The Lord laid with power to my heart 
the words of Isaiah 6 verse 8, “Also I 
heard the voice of the Lord, saying, 
whom shall I send, and who will go 
for us? Then said I, Here am I; send 
me.”  Also the words of Genesis 12 
verse 1, “Now the Lord had said unto 
Abram, Get thee out of thy country, 
and from thy kindred, and from thy 
father’s house, unto a land that I will 
shew thee.”
   In addition the Lord spoke to both 
of us through other means. During a 
short period of time we received an 
e-mail entitled “Christian witness in 
Australia”, encountered an article in a 
newspaper on emigrating to Austra-
lia, read another article which specifi-
cally mentioned Port Lincoln, and 
went to the library where we saw a 
magazine which catered for prospec-
tive migrants to Australia. God’s will 
in this matter was unmistakable.
   It is our hope and prayer to proceed 
to Australia to take up the challenge 
of the work in Port Lincoln as soon as 
possible. We anticipate that the move 
to Australia will be permanent, and 
with that in mind we would ask you 
to pray much that the Lord’s hand 
would be upon us for good.

a time to 
plant
BY ian Hall
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by ARMEN AND MELANIE THOMASSIAN

our farewell report

WE give thanks to God for His 
goodness and mercy to us 

throughout the past seventeen months. 
At the time of writing it is only four 
weeks until we leave Port Lincoln for 
Northern Ireland.
   As we prepare to leave 
for home, it is with mixed 
emotions. We really look 
forward to seeing our fam-
ily and friends again but will 
be sad to say goodbye to our 
brothers and sisters in Christ, 
whom we have grown very 
close to.
   It is encouraging to know 
that the Rev. Ian Hall and his 
family are coming to minister 
here in South Australia, and 
the folks are awaiting their arrival with 
much anticipation. 

Port lincoln
   In Port Lincoln the children’s work is 
going well. We have had a considerable 
increase in the numbers attending the 
younger AWANA group, and this has 

been a direct answer to prayer. Others 
have come forward, assisting as leaders 
and helpers and also bringing the mes-
sage of Christ to the children.
   Our quarterly visits to the prison 
continue to be profitable. Many of these 
men are extremely responsive as we 

dialogue over spiritual matters. A good 
number of the prisoners also continue 
to take part in the mailbox lessons. 
   The annual Polda Camp for the 
children took place from 24th to 27th 
April. It had been held at Polda Station 
since its inception about thirty years 
ago but this year was held at Nyrocca 

Scout Camp, situated about fifty kilo-
metres outside Port Lincoln.
The new location didn’t hinder the 
enjoyment of the weekend, with a wide 
range of activities being packed into 
our busy schedule. The six Bible lessons 
covered throughout the weekend were 
on the topic of “How God Sees Us.” It 
was a blessing to witness God’s people 
giving their time for the furthering of 

the gospel. 

lock and elliston
   In Lock and Elliston 
the work goes on faith-
fully. The brethren are on 
the verge of sending out 
another batch of 12,000 
Householder leaflets. The 
lack of response from these 
endeavours is an indicator 
of the spiritual indifference 
in the area. The promise 
that His Word shall not 

return unto Him void is what we cleave 
to.
   We wish to express a sincere thank 
you to all who have supported us 
throughout our time in Australia. Your 
prayers and encouragement aid us in 
our service, which we know is not in 
vain in the Lord.

little did we realise the extent to which 
it would be and how soon she was to 
depart from this scene of time.

HT:  What is the biggest challenge you 
have had to face in your missionary 
work? 

MR:  Well, the challenges are many 
but I would like to state two. First of 
all, coping with the disappointments 
of so many promising young people 
who have been brought up through 

Sunday School but who  succumb to 
the temptations of the flesh. 
   Secondly, it is a great challenge to the 
missionary to maintain a good working 
relationship with our Kenyan brethren 
and sisters as we labour together in 

the gospel.  At times cultures can 
clash and the way of doing things is 
different. A flexible spirit is needed 
to maintain that harmony which is 
essential to the progress of the work 
of the gospel. 

HT:  Do you have a favorite scripture 
passage that God has especially used 
in your ministry?      

MR:   2 Timothy 2:10, ‘Therefore I endure 
all things for the elect’s sakes, that they 
may also obtain the salvation which is in 
Christ Jesus with eternal glory.’

HT:  Is there any special advice would 
you give to women who feel God is 
calling them to the mission field?  

MR:  Women should not underestimate 
the contribution which they can 
make to missionary work.  Their role 
as helpers on the mission field is an 
important one! Just as Paul had helpers 
in the gospel, today the mission field 
still has a place for those helpers.

HT:  What advice do you have for 
someone who is praying about full-time 
service on the mission field? 

MR:  Get fully involved in the work of 
God on the home front.  Gain as much 
experience in dealing with people as 
possible.  Resign yourself totally to 
God’s will, leaving aside the things that 
perhaps are the most important to you 
in life and ask God to show you what 
is best for you remembering His word 
that ‘no good thing will he withhold 
from them that walk uprightly.’  (Psalm 
84:11)
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BY rev. ian HarriS

EasTeR 2008 was a special time of 
blessing for me as I had the op-

portunity to visit Nepal under the 
auspices of our Mission Board. As a 
first time visitor I was mesmerised 
by the sights and sounds of a strange 
land, but also greatly encouraged by 
the work of the Nepal Mission to the 
Unreached.
   At the airport we were met by Pas-
tor Paul Thapa, the founder of the 
work, and took a taxi through  the 
busy streets of Kathmandu to our 
lodgings.  Next day we visited the 
‘Precious Orphanage’, run by Pastor 
Thapa and his wife Mandira. We were 
warmly welcomed by the large family 
of some twenty children who are being 
provided with a secure and stable family 
environment. It was a joy to see practical 
Christian love in action.
   Over the Easter weekend I preached 

dred and twelve pastors and leaders from 
all over the ancient kingdom of Nepal. I 
had to pinch myself daily when I recalled 

that all of these dear saints are first 
generation Christians. Their desire 
to reach the unreached in the vil-
lages of Nepal was a challenge to 
my own soul. 
   Leaving Nepal I was struck by the 
similarity between what I had wit-
nessed and the introduction of the 
gospel to Thessalonica. The Apos-
tle Paul records in I Thessalonians 
chapter 1 verse 9  how the believ-
ers there had “turned to God from 
idols to serve the living and true 

God.” In a similar way there has been a 
great turning by Hindus to living faith 
in Christ, and it is their fervent desire 
that their fellow countrymen would be 
brought to know their Saviour also. 
   Continue to pray for the work of the 
Nepal Mission to the Unreached, that 
there would be an even greater harvest 
of souls in the years ahead. 

Update on ...
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to Pastor Thapa’s congregation in Kath-
mandu. What a challenge to see sixty to 
seventy recent converts from Hinduism 

gathered to proclaim that Christ is risen! 
Rev. Graham had the privilege of dedi-
cating Pastor Thapa’s new baby daughter 
Sarah. 
   A busy Easter week was spent in Bharat-
pur, where the Rev. Graham and I shared 
the schedule at the Leaders’ Conference, 
teaching the Word of God to one hun-


