


of the year inventory stock take. The 
church choirs are still looking for 
more directors to help in the indi-
vidual churches. We hope to have a 
mini choir rally in December. Pray 
for the Lord’s leading and direction 
as we go forward in this ministry. 
I have been emphasizing theory in 
the chime choirs these past couple 
of terms and we are slowly seeing 
improvement in the note reading 
necessary to play the chimes. The 
students really enjoy this musical 
opportunity. 
   Living in a construction zone has 
its challenges, nevertheless it is a 
blessing to see the progress being 
made in the facilities. We are thank-
ful for the good attitude of the work-
ers and their willingness to keep at it.  

   Pray for the prayer meetings. We 
need the Lord to create “soul thirst” 
for Himself. The call goes forth to 
pray but those who actually make 
the effort to come are still few. We 
do thank the Lord for those faithful 
few.
 After a couple of months break to 
assist in the Lityei women’s meet-
ings, it was a joy to visit again the 
women’s meeting in Emboghat 
and to see that they are continu-
ing faithful and increasing. Pray for 
these meetings throughout all the 
churches of BCFC—they are such 
an avenue of blessing to these dear 
ladies.
   How we covet your prayers! Thank 
you for remembering the work here 
before the throne of grace.
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LIFE in Kenya is becoming very 
difficult, especially for the poor.  

The price of maize, the staple food 
for most Kenyans, has gone up.  They 
grind it to make a kind of stiff por-
ridge of the consistency of raw short 
crust pastry.  Last year a tin of maize 
cost 50 Kenyan shillings 
and now it is 65 shillings. 
To grind it costs 7 shil-
lings.  Unless they have 
a small farm or a paying 
job, it is extremely diffi-
cult for families to make 
ends meet. 
   There are more people 
begging than ever be-
fore and many come to 
our gates asking for any 
kind of work to earn a 
few shillings.  People fear 
sickness, for where is the 
money to go into hospital, 
to buy medication or to 
have necessary surgery? Please pray 
that the Lord will give us as mission-
aries, and the Bible Christian Faith 

Church, wisdom to know who and 
how to help.  Pray that there will be 
very good harvests, for it is heart-

breaking to see the hardships many 
are suffering.  More than anything 
else our prayer is that the lovely peo-
ple of this land would “…taste and 
see that the Lord is good,” and come 
to trust in the Lord God Jehovah.
   I finally moved into my new home 

on the 17th October. That 
was such a job and now it 
is a major task trying to 
find things I need. Pray 
for us as we settle in to life 
in this new area. There 
is much to be done and 
many folk around the 
church who need to hear 
the good news that Jesus 
really does save sinners! 
Islam is rife and Pente-
costalism has a firm hold 
in this district. Pray that 
we will have a word in 
season for such people.
   Remember also our 

Teens’ Camp in December. We need 
the Lord to move in the hearts of our 
young teenagers.

Hardships 
hit Kenyans
BY gillian gillespie

Gillian’s new home in Kakamega

A good selection of books was 
taken to the Nairobi Book Fair 

in September. It was an interest-
ing experience. The sales were not 
large but we were pleased to be able 
to give out many tracts and thank-
ful for opportunities to speak with 
people. Continue to pray for the 
outreach ministry of the bookshops 
in Kitale and Makutano. This is a 
busy time as we prepare for the end 

soul thirst
for god
BY KatHY walKer
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Milestone for the academy
by noreen mcafee

WE were delighted to receive 
the “Full Registration Cer-

tificate” for the BCFC Christian 
Academy recently and we thank the 
Lord for answering prayer in this 
regard.  We can now go 
ahead and register the 
secondary department 
as a centre for the KCSE 
examinations and pres-
ent our first Form Four 
candidates in November, 
2009, God willing.
   Meanwhile, we are all 
busy preparing for the fi-
nal assessments for this 
year.  Pray that the Lord 
would give strength and 
that His Name would be 
glorified in our results.   
Pray too that He would 
meet the great spiritual 
needs of our students. We 
have been encouraged by some of 
their questions recently.
   Other activities lined up before the 

end of the year include Form One 
parent-teacher interviews, a farewell 
dinner for two staff members who are 
retiring, a pre-examination prayer 
meeting for the Standard Eight stu-
dents and their parents, the annual 
School Board Meeting where we plan 

for the year ahead and our end-of-
term Prize-Giving Service. Pray that 
we would know the Lord’s presence, 
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help and guidance in all these meet-
ings.
   Over the holiday, the school will 
be pleased to host the annual BCFC 
camps for the Teens and Youth.  Pray 
that many young people would be 
blessed, challenged and transformed 
through the preaching of the Word.
   January, God-willing, will see the 
commencement of the fourth and 

final class in our second-
ary department.  We have 
already secured additional 
teachers for the new term 
and we thank the Lord for 
this.  Work is also con-
tinuing on the physical 
facilities, especially the 
laboratory and library 
block which are urgently 
required (see photo left).  
We are grateful to all who 
have supported the build-
ing programme over the 
years and we are looking 
to the Lord to supply all 
that is needed to complete 
the project.

   We trust that the Lord will bless you 
richly and thank you sincerely for all 
your prayerful and practical support.

Updates for Kenya

   Rev. David DiCanio has recently 
been granted a three year work permit 
by the Kenyan government. News of 
the granting of his work permit came 
while Mr. DiCanio was in Liberia with 
a delegation from the North American 
Mission Board in November. He had 
numerous preaching engagements as 
well as taking part in the opening of a 
new Christian Book Shop in the town 
of Foya along the Guinean border. We 
hope to carry a full report next issue.

While she has been home on deputation, Margaret Russell has been showing 
a 20 minute DVD of the work in Kenya as well as making available a bul-
letin of prayer requests for the various ministries in the work of the school, 
the BCFC and college.  If you would like a free copy of either of these, please 
contact the Mission Board office.

Mr. George McConnell
3 Carginagh Road

Kilkeel  BT34 4NE, UK
Phone/Fax:  (44) 028 4176 5574

office@fpcmission.org
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face and how she feared her fam-
ily’s reaction if she left the Catholic 
Church. Last Wednesday, she was ab-
sent. Pray that the Lord would do that 
mysterious work of regeneration in 
her heart and bring her right through 
for Him. Continue to pray for the 
radio programs that go out at 11:00 
and 12:30 each morning, Monday to 
Friday, and for the literature given 

out in the little towns and at the book 
tables, that we would see fruit for the 
glory of God.    
   Thank you again for your continued 
interest and for your much needed 
prayer. May the Lord richly bless you.
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WE thank you for holding on 
to the ropes in prayer over 

these past summer months. Indeed 
we have much to praise God for. Al-
most ninety folk gathered for the Au-
gust Camp. Our days were taken up 
with devotionals and times of prayer, 
then splitting up into groups of men, 
women and young folk. The confer-
ence was taken by the Rev. Jorge Ruiz 
who spoke 
on Job, which 
was a blessing 
to all. In the 
evenings we 
had another 
meeting when 
the differ-
ent ministers 
preached.
   After one 
of these meetings a little girl from 
Alcorcón professed faith in Christ. 
On the final night, a young man from 
Barcelona, Benjamin, (see photo 
above) gave his testimony. It spoke to 
the heart of our youngest son, Dan-
iel, who professed faith in Christ, for 
which we praise the Lord. Please pray 
for all who were touched during this 
camp, that we would see the work of 
sanctification in their lives.
    Two Wednesdays ago, Vicenta, an 
elderly lady who has been prayed for 
in recent years, spoke openly after the 
meeting of her interest in the Gospel, 
and of how she could hardly wait to 
hear God´s Word each Wednesday 
night. Nevertheless, she told with 
tears of the consequences she would 

WE have been in our new lo-
cality for six months and 

now the work inside the service 
room is practically finished. The 
impression it produces is that of 
a warm place fitted for the wor-
ship of the Lord. Nevertheless, 
there still remains a lot of work 
to be done in the annexed room, 
which it is hoped will be the area 
for the Sabbath School and other 
meetings. We hope that it will be 
completed with the help of our 
powerful God.
   We have been holding services 
every day (except on Mondays) 
for more than a year. During that 
time more than 110 new people 
have heard the Gospel preached. 
We keep in contact with many 
of them and there is a group of 
three people who meet on a daily 
basis, while there are some more 
who come to the Sunday services 
only. We think mainly of these 
three daily attendants becoming 
the first members of the church 
in Miranda in the future. 
   Two of them, Domingo and 
Ilda, were already believers.  But 
the third one, Ángel, has come 
to know Jesus Christ as his Sav-
iour and Lord with us. He has 
also known great struggles after 
his conversion, but thanks to the 
Lord, he has overcome them and 

preparing 
for the 
future
BY dr. jorge ruiz

Families 
united in 
Christ
BY lYle BoYd

(Con’t on page 11)

John Hanna preaching at camp



BY Margaret russell

GREETINGS to you all from 
Barcience. Kelley and I are very 

thankful to the Lord for His good-
ness. I finally got my office at home 
settled and all my books are now in 
one place (see photo at right). This is 
much better than having to keep all 
my books in the old house, my par-
ents’ house and the church, which 
was very inconvenient. 
   As a church we have printed 20,000 
tracts for the homes in Alcorcon. The 
subject is a very appealing one as it 
deals with the true crisis of man, and 
that is a matter in everybody’s con-
versation here in Spain. Pray that the 
Lord will open people’s doors and 
hearts.
   In September Kelley and I went to 
Cortijos Nuevos to help with tract 
distribution at the Virgin of Cortes 
procession. It was a blessed time, 
even though Kelley got a severe al-

BY rev. angel alvarez

new office, a new tract and new opportunities
lergic reaction and we had to go to 
hospital several times. Thanks to the 
Lord this reaction disappeared after 
a few days.
   Both of my courses in the Bible 
College, Hebrew and Introduction 
to the Old Testament, are offered for 
students this year. Please pray that 
the Lord will bless this area of the 
ministry too.
   Sandra is a young 
woman who is 
coming to the ser-
vices on Sundays 
and we can see the 
Lord is working 
in her heart. She 
also comes to the 
youth fellowship 
and she brought 
her brother to the 
last meeting. 
   Barbara is a 
woman who lives 
in Barcience and 

has been attending church for a few 
weeks now. Sadly she is most likely 
moving to Madrid. We pray that this 
will not mean we will lose contact 
with her. 
   Once again thank you all for your 
interest and support for the mission-
ary work in Spain. We encourage you 
to keep praying for us. May the Lord 
bless you.
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As we reach the end of another year, we wish to thank all who supported the work in 
daily prayer.  Prayer is the backbone of all that we seek to do for Christ in all of our 
missionary endeavours. The prayers of God’s people have always been the secret to suc-
esss for any work for God.  We also want to thank all who, by their gifts (large or small), 
under God, enabled the work to continue.

To those of you who sent cash or paid by cheque or by standing order into our bank... ➣
To all who signed a tax declaration to enable us to claim back the tax... ➣
To all who use the boxes, or give through the regular offerings...  ➣
To all who sent in special gifts for the various appeals made during the year... ➣

On behalf of all our missionaires, the Mission Board says a heart-felt THANK YOU!

 “For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour  
 of love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in that  ye 
have ministered to the saints, and do minister.”   
Hebrews 6 v10
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overcoming 
the 
obstacles 

IT was with joy and relief that 
I finally met with the group of 

eight young people coming over for 
evangelistic outreach in Septem-
ber. Their plane had been struck by 
lightning and landed in England as 
a precaution. However, this was only 
the beginning of our troubles.  Many 
obstacles were thrown into our 
path, from broken bones to strange 
allergic reactions and van troubles, 
but through it all the young people 

BY joY gillespie

behaved in an exemplary manner.
   Even with all the problems we 
still distributed over 8,000 tracts. 
Although some of the group did not 
speak Spanish this did not stop them 
sharing a word or two.  One young 
man went out with a Bible to men 
who were fixing the street and had 
them read some verses of scripture.  
One of the young ladies taught some 
children “Jesus Loves Me” in Span-
ish, and another told the Wordless 
Book story. I wish to thank them all 
for sharing their testimonies at the 
meetings, as well as Millicent for 
speaking at the women’s meeting. 
I look back on our morning devo-
tions as times of great blessing and 
encouragement and I trust that each 
one will realise what they can do for 
the Lord at home.
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   Please continue to remember me 
as I recommence preparation for 
the English classes, the weekly Bible 
studies and Sunday School.  Pray 
that I will know God’s leading for 
the messages.  Continue to pray for 
some unsaved ladies who have been 
attending the women’s meeting, that 
they will be saved and that the ladies 
from the church will be built up in 
their faith. 
   The work in Spain is not easy. 
Mixed in with the few encourage-
ments are many discouragements.  I 
look forward to meeting with you 
as I will be home from January to 
Easter for deputation.  “Finally, 
brethren, pray for us, that the word 
of the Lord may have free course, and 
be glorified, even as it is with you....” 
II Thessalonians 3:1.  

HAVING left the intense heat of 
Summer behind, we are enjoy-

ing the moderate temperatures of 
Autumn.  It is time to get the spiri-
tual motors back into full steam.  The 
Lord has been good in giving times 
of refreshing from His presence.  At 
our annual family camp I had the joy 
of leading Laura to the Lord.  Laura 
is the daughter of one of our elders.  
Her brother Sebastián came to Christ 
last year.  What joy to see a family 
united in Christ! For the first time 
this year our Spanish workers and 
families have all been together, with 
the exception of Lyle and Heather 
Boyd’s son Samuel.
   We have been having a good num-
ber of visitors at our services. Please 
pray for Antonia, Alejandro, Nicole 
and Sandra.  I have commenced a 
weekly Bible study on salvation with 
Sandra.  Pray too for unsaved hus-

bands, and for wisdom in shepherd-
ing those who profess salvation, but 
are not yet members.

BY rev. joHn Hanna

Full steam ahead 
   We have had correspondence from 
regular viewers of our weekly webcast 
and from some who were backslid-
den but have come back to the Lord.  
Jonathan, our “broadcast technician”, 
is presently working hard to improve 
our equipment.  Check out our web 
page and improve your Spanish at  
www.icpresbiteriana.org.
   Pray for the two students from 
our own church in Grace Bible Col-
lege, studying Homiletics with me.  
The classes and curriculum are now 
available on the internet. Pray that 
the Lord will use this means for the 
training of needed workers for the 
Lord’s vineyard here.
   We are privileged to have Jason Boyle, 
a graduate from Geneva Seminary in 
Greenville, here until December. He 
is doing part of his internship in Ma-
drid, in Miranda de Ebro and Cortijos 
Nuevos.  I know he would appreciate 
your prayers.
   In closing we sincerely thank all who 
continue to pray for us and support the 
work financially.  In the hands of God, 
your prayer and financial support are 
the intruments He uses to maintain 
our witness on the mission field.

Jason Boyle & Tomas in front of church
in Miranda de Ebro
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AFTER a long and tiring journey 
of around 22 hours’ flying time, 

my wife Jennifer, son Christopher 
and I arrived in Port Lincoln on Fri-
day 25th July.
   As we had flown across Boston 
Bay, with the sea sparkling as the 
sun shone upon it, we had both been 
struck by the natural beauty of our 
new home town. But the picture 
postcard scene was surpassed by the 
warmth of the welcome we received 
at the airport. A welcoming commit-
tee of happy, smiling Australian Free 
Presbyterians greeted us and after 
some words of introduction we were 
ushered to our new home in Port 
Lincoln.
   We have settled in very quickly to 
life here in Australia. The lifestyle and 
warm sunny climate suits us and we 
have made friends both inside and 
outside the church.  My wife, who 
takes Christopher to two local play-
groups, has made contacts with other 

by reV. DaVID PrIeSTLy

early tokens 
for good 

mothers and we are glad that God 
is using her testimony to raise the 
profile of our witness in this town.  
Pray much that God would save 
some of these mothers.
   Moreover we are pleased to 
report that the local newspaper 
ran a favourable report on our 
arrival in Oz. The Port Lincoln 
Times which has a circulation of 
around 6,000 copies (which in a 
town of 15,000 means practically 
everybody reads it) featured a 
very positive article on me and 
the Free Presbyterian congrega-
tion. It has been encouraging to 
see a number of folks who don’t 
go to church commenting on 

BY rev. ian Hall

IT is with great thanksgiving 
to God that I can confirm the 

purchase of our new church build-
ing in Perth, South Australia. On 
Tuesday the 28th October, exactly 
twelve weeks to the day that the 
paperwork was submitted, ap-
proval was granted by the relevant 
authorities for our building once 
again to be a place of worship. It 
was formerly an Anglican Church 
which had been turned into a 
dance studio.    
   Some minor work will have to 
be done to meet present regulations. 
We should have possession in Decem-

new place of worship
BY rev. MiCHael patriCK

ber and we hope, God willing, to have 
an official opening early in the New 
Year. 

the article and taking an interest in our 
work.
Lastly, the meetings in the church 
have known the blessing of God. The 
Lord has been pleased in His mercy 
to restore one soul to fellowship with 
Himself and we have known a measure 
of brokenness in our services.
   These are early tokens of the Lord’s 
good hand upon us. Pray much that 
this will continue and that the tide of 
blessing will rise.

   Since negotiating the purchase in 
July we have had the encouragement 
of seeing quite a number of visitors in 

our services. Some 
continue to attend 
on a regular basis. 
   Do pray that as 
we open our build-
ing, it will be a 
place where hearts, 
like Lydia of old, 
will be opened to 
attend to the things 
of the gospel, so 
that when “The 
Lord shall count, 
when He writeth 
up the people,” it 
shall be said, “This 

and that man was born in her.” (Psalm 
87 verses 5 and 6.)
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Mountains and valleys

How quickly circumstances in life 
can change! One minute you are on 
the mountain top, the next you are 
walking through the valley. That has 

been my own personal experience 
over the last few months. Towards 
the end of May my 
father was diagnosed 
with cancer and he died 
just ten days later.  I 
want to thank you for 
your prayers and sup-
port for our family and 
especially for my father 
during his short illness. 
Your prayers were ef-
fectual as I had the joy 
of pointing my father to 
Christ. “The Lord hath 
done great things for us; 
whereof we are glad.”  
(Psalm 126:3).
   During the summer months I have 
been involved in conducting a num-
ber of children’s missions across the 
province. The missions were held in 
our Ballymoney, Garvagh, Lisburn, 
Newtownabbey, Enniskillen and 
Clogher Valley Churches. How im-

portant it is to reach boys and girls 
with the gospel before they reach 
their teenage years. It has been said 
that a soul saved is also a life spared 
–spared from the misery and empti-
ness of sin.
   I haven’t been keeping well lately, 

but the Lord has been very 
gracious to me in giving 
me the needed grace and 
strength to keep at the 
work. There has now been a 
marked improvement and I 
want to thank you for your 
prayers.
   One of the addicts we 
have been working with is 
now in a residential home 
in Dublin. John entered the 
‘Gadarene Manor Men’s 
Home’ in May and has 
been making progress. The 
home is run by an Indepen-

dent Baptist Church and there is an 
emphasis placed upon Bible study 

and knowing the Saviour. Please 
pray that John will continue to grow 
as a new convert and live in obedi-
ence to Christ.
   Thank you once again for all your 
prayers and support.

BY CHris Killen

AS I look back over the last 
few months, I have much 

to thank the Lord for, although 
space does not permit me to 
share all that has happened. I 
can tell you that God has been at 
work in answer to your prayers. 
    In the month of June we 
returned to the predominantly 
Roman Catholic village of 
Whitecross.  It was wonderful 
to see the children come to the 
open airs and to hear them re-
quest choruses that we sang last 
year.  We were also encouraged 
with attendance at the meetings 
in Mountnorris, Newry and 
Bessbrook.  
    These last few months have 
been especially busy with open 
airs held in housing estates, 
gardens and garages.  At one 
of the housing estates this year 
again a Roman Catholic grand-
mother, her daughter and two 
granddaughters came every day.  
For the first time we held meet-
ings in Newcastle, the first one 
of which was quite a challenge!  
The majority at these meetings 
would have been Roman Catho-
lic and what a privilege it is to 
teach them God’s Word.
    As always, Camp was a bless-
ing, even though there wasn’t 
much sleep. It was a thrill to re-
ceive a phone call from two boys 

the lord 
hath done 

great things!
BY joYCe walsH
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In this edition of Harvest Times, we turn our spotlight on 
Colin Maxwelll who has laboured for 21 years as a mis-
sionary in the city of Cork in the Republic of Ireland.

HT:  Please tell our readers a little about yourself and 
your family, i.e., where you’re from, when and how 
you came to Christ, etc. 

CM:  I was born in Belfast, the youngest of four chil-
dren. My parents did not become Christians until after 
I did,  and later on in life. As a child I was sent to a 
Presbyterian Sunday School (reluctantly on my part), 
however, I enjoyed going voluntarily to children’s meet-

ings in local Baptist churches 
and that gave me at least some 
reverence for the Bible. I quit all 
these things when I was around 
twelve years of age and lived as 
a total heathen for around three 
years. When I started my ‘O’ 
Level exams in school, I made 
a wrong choice on one subject, 
which became painfully ap-
parent after a few weeks. I was 
allowed to drop this subject 
and take on another, which 
turned out to be (again a little 
reluctantly) Religious Educa-
tion. This “mistake” exposed 
me again to the teaching of the 
Bible, considerably helped by 
the fact that my teacher was a 

professing Christian. Interest grew over the two year 
course and I started going back to church, thinking that 
was enough to identify myself as a Christian. Thank-
fully, this notion was challenged by another Christian 
in my class over a game of chess and by the following 
Sabbath evening, I had called upon the name of the 
Lord for salvation. That was in February 1978 when I 
was sixteen years old.

HT:  How did you know that God was calling you to be 
a missionary? 

CM:  My early months after salvation were spent in the 
soul-numbing apostate churches, but by the summer of 
1978 I had discovered the more helpful world of good, 
solid fundamentalist places of worship. These intro-
duced me to the idea that I could serve God as a young 
Christian. I was bitten early by the bug of evangelism 
and spent a lot of 
time distributing 
tracts and at-
tending open air 
meetings. Then 
one wonderful 
Saturday after-
noon, the loud 
hailer was thrust 
into my arms and 
I was encouraged 
to “give a wee 
word.” I stood 
petrified, stam-
mered my way 
through Psalm 
One and handed 
it back. However, 
by God’s help, my confidence and gift grew. To help 
develop my gift, I went to the Whitefield College of 
the Bible. I remember praying much about the Lord’s 
work in Spain, Italy and the Irish Republic - all Roman 
Catholic countries. I have always followed the Roman 
controversy very closely. The door opened for both 
Olive, whom I met at the College, and me to come to 
Cork. 

HT:  Were your family and friends supportive? 

As far as my family was concerned, there were no bar-
riers placed in my way. Christian friends were most 
supportive, as indeed was my home congregation in 
Sandown Road. 

HT:  What types of preparations did you make to be-
come a missionary? 

CM:  Apart from training in the Whitefield College, I 
found my year-long stint in Port Lincoln, South Austra-
lia, a great help. Preaching to the same people week in 
and week out helped focus my mind. I had left at home 
my recently widowed mother and my fiancée Olive and 
there was a certain degree of loneliness, which doubt-
less helped to toughen us all. The cost of land-line 
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His first day of school

Back at school a few years later



telephone calls at that time was outrageous and emails 
and text messages were unheard of. It was snail mail in 
every sense of the word. 

HT:  Who or what was most helpful during your time of 
preparation for the mission field (i.e., book or person)? 

CM:  There has been much encouragement and help 
along the way. When I was out in Australia, someone 
sent me a cassette tape of Rev. Ivan Foster preaching 
at the Sunday School Teachers’ Conference in Kilkeel. 
He preached a great sermon from Galatians 6:7 on not 
growing weary in well doing. During the course of his 
sermon he said: “Oh for the spirit of the pioneers!” 
When the going gets tough, I picture the covered wag-
ons of the Scotch-Irish, making their determined way 
through the Shenandoah Valley. Reading good Chris-
tian biographies and listening to other missionaries 
have all played their part. 

HT:  If the clock could be turned back, what changes 
(if any) would you want to make in your own personal 
preparation for service? 

CM:  Outside any spiritual regrets, I am sorry that I did 
not learn to play the accordion or guitar and try and 
develop artistic skills. I think these are a good help in 
personal evangelism. I comfort myself, however, with 
the thought that I spent a lot of my earlier days reading 
and that has undoubtedly helped my pulpit responsi-
bilities.

HT:  Did you have any misconceptions about mission-
ary work which had to be overcome? 

CM:  I had an idea that it could be difficult at times and 
so I did not have any misconceptions in that end. 

HT:  What part of missionary work do you enjoy most? 

CM:  My day off!  Seriously, I enjoy meeting people in 
the street and talking to them about the Lord. When 
I do so, or pass on literature, whether personally or 
through a door, I think of the sower sowing the seed 
regardless of the result, and identify myself with him. 

HT:  Please relate a personal humorous or embarrass-
ing incident involving your missionary work in the 
south of Ireland. 

   One Christmas morning the telephone rang. I as-
sumed it was family, but an older lady’s voice enquired 
as to what time Mass was at. I thought that she had 
been “set up”, so I laughed and told her that we didn’t 

believe in the Mass! There was a horrified silence fol-
lowed by a rather confused “Thank you.” A few weeks 
later the phone rang again and someone asked to 
speak to Father So-and-so. Upon further investigation, 
I discovered that there is but a difference of one digit 
between our telephone number and that of a local 
Roman Catholic Church. Without compromising my 
Protestant principles, I hope that the lady’s Christmas 
wasn’t totally ruined. 

HT:  What is your most treasured memory of your 
time in Cork? 

CM:  Without doubt, the  mid-week prayer meeting 
when no one prayed! It was just one of those nights 
that every small work faces from time to time. The 
only attendee, apart from Olive and myself, was an 
unsaved man who had come in for the first time the 
previous Sabbath morning and had heard the prayer 
meeting announced. We listened to one of Pastor Wil-
lie Mullan’s radio programmes and then chatted about 
the way of salvation. Donal came back, I think the 
following Sunday, to say that he had come to Christ. 
Donal and his now converted family are the mainstay 
of the work here in Cork. Along with Olive and our 
two children, Ruth and Andrew, we have had a lot of 
happy days in Cork together.

HT:  What is the biggest challenge you have had to 
face in your missionary work? 

CM:  Facing the spiritual downturn that has gripped 
Ireland as much as anywhere else. When we first came 
to Cork people were more inquisitive about the things 
of God. This is no longer so. 

HT:  Do you have a favourite scripture passage that 
God has especially used in your ministry? 

CM:  I draw a lot of strength from the sower sowing 
the seed and how he just got on with it. Those verses 
that assure us of the ultimate success of the word of 
God (Isaiah 55:11, I Corinthians 15:58) have been uti-
lised in prayer and the devil has been prevented from 
removing them from our consciousness. 

HT:What advice do you have for someone who is 
praying about full-time service on the mission field?
 
CM:  Nurture these desires and keep praying for the 
Lord to make His way clear. “Go home to thy friends, 
and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for 
thee, and hath had compassion on thee.” (Mark 5:19) 
In other words, make sure that you are involved in the 
work of God on your own doorstep. It really isn’t any 
easier in faraway places.

(Continued from p. 9)
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BY paul tHapa

THE Lord has been doing so 
many things that, if I were to 

write all of the wonderful work He 
has done, I would not have enough 
paper. This has been made possible 
because of your prayers and support, 
as well as encouragement.

   Pastor Bishal, who was impris-
oned, is getting on well. He is back 
with his family and the church is 
growing in the faith of the Lord 
Jesus.
    The encouraging thing is that 

book “Chariots of God”. 
   The next major project is to erect 
a church building and a training 
college in Kathmandu for our pas-
tors to be instructed.  As the work 
grows training is vital for its future 

development and stability. A suitable 
site has already been bought and 
we hope to begin work as soon as it 
is possible. God willing, our lead-
ers will meet with the Rev. Wesley 
Graham in November to make plans 
for the Bible College and structures 
of government of our churches in 
Nepal.
    Finally I would just like to request 
that you pray for the ministry as we 
want to reach out to more villages.

wherever I go to visit the churches 
and fellowships, I see them full for 
the services. As I receive the reports 
from local churches, it is evident that 
the Lord is showing His grace to the 
land of Nepal. Praise the LORD for 
His work!
    About 340 people are receiving 
the correspondence course, includ-

ing other church groups 
besides our own.
    Also we have had 
remarkable results from 
the radio programs. We 
receive and reply to about 
300 letters each month 
from different parts of 
Nepal. We now have fifty 
churches and six fellow-
ships. Most of these fellow-
ships have been formed be-
cause of the radio programs. 
As you know 25 children 
are being taken care of in 

the home.
   Fifteen hundred copies of Dr. Alan 
Cairns’ book “A Sure Foundation” 
have been printed in Nepali and 
given to the pastors and leaders. We 
are also in the process of printing his 

Leaders of Nepal Mission to the Unreached

A pastor who helps with translation work

Update on ...

OUR fellowship is being attend-
ed by four families and four 

single people. One family is visiting 
with us. We meet on Sunday and 
then once on Wednesday for alter-
nate Bible Study and Prayer. We are 
praying that the Lord would enable 
us to build a place of worship. I 
have procured a small place of 300 
square yards and am planning to 
construct a hall. We are praying for 

a name for the fellowship, which we 
hope to register as a Church eventually.
   On the 29th October a young man 
of twenty years of age, the son of 
one of the families that attend, died 
of a heart complication. The memo-
rial service was conducted on the 
2nd November. We invited around 
250 Hindu relatives and about 200 
of them attended. We preached the 
hope of a Christian and many told 
us that it made them think about 
the Christian faith. 
   Pray for lasting fruit from the 
preaching of God’s Word. We would 
like to do some follow-up work with 
those who expressed a desire and 
interest towards Christ.

sharing Christ 
with Hindus
BY ravi pasupuleti

it is a great joy for us to see him 
advancing as a Christian.
   After the summer we started 
some activities which we hope 
will bring us more into contact 
with new people. Every Wednes-
day we have a handicraft time 
for ladies and children. There 
are two sisters from another 
church in Vitoria who help us in 
that matter.  Also we have held 
our first evangelistic dinner, 
with an attendance of twenty 
people, which included an un-
believing family. We hope to do 
an evangelistic dinner every two 
or three months.

(Ruiz – Con’t from page 4)
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20 year anniversary
for joyce walsh

On the 24th of October, a dinner 
was held to honour Miss Joyce 
Walsh for twenty years of labour 
with the Mission Board.  It was 

a special night in Lurgan Free 
Presbyterian Church when over 
150 people gathered to celebrate 
this happy milestone in Joyce’s life 

Joyce with Missionary Council Treasurer, 
Mrs. Pearl Ross

to tell me that they had trusted the 
Lord after the final meeting.
    Many children attended our 
Holiday Bible Clubs and a number 
of Roman Catholic children came 
to all of the meetings. It has been a 
good time of sowing the seed and 
I believe only eternity will reveal 
all that has been accomplished.
    Once again, a very sincere 
word of thanks to all who support 
the work by prayer and by your 
generous giving.  Please continue 
to remember the work. There are 
tremendous needs in the lives of 
the children we meet every week.  
Pray that God will make me a 
channel of blessing to them.

(Joyce Walsh - Con’t from p. 8)

and work among the children.   A 
gold watch and a cheque was pre-
sented to Joyce by Mission Board 
chairman Rev. David McIlveen 

and a cheque on behalf of her 
own church, Bandridge FPC, was 
presented by its minister, Rev. Wil-
liam Whiteside.

Joyce with her minister, 
Rev. William Whiteside


