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I could never have imagined that 
the Lord would call me to the land 
of Nepal, but in His providence 
He has seen fit to lead me in that 
direction. Ever since my first visit 
the burden for that land has been 
continually upon me.
   Nepal is famous because of its 
mountains. Mount Everest in 
the north-eastern corner rises 
to 29,029 feet. The capital, Kath-
mandu, is sprawled across a vast 
valley which is higher than Ben 
Nevis, the U.K.’s highest peak. Like 
the land of Israel, Nepal is a “land 
of hills and valleys,” as you can see 

from the arial photo above of the 
Kathmandu Valley. 
   In March 2003, Paul Thapa, a 
converted Hindu, began to reach 
out from Kathmandu to take 
the Gospel to the villages of Ne-
pal. Since then God has mightily 
blessed the preaching of His Word, 
with hundreds of people being con-
verted. This naturally has resulted 

in the formation of 
churches –seventy 
to date.
   One of the great 
needs of the Ne-
pal Mission to the 
Unreached is the 
teaching of the 
pastors and work-
ers. Every year 
from 2006 I have 
travelled with other 
ministers to Nepal 
to preach at Bible 
conferences like 
the one pictures on 
the right. Paul Thapa has sought to 
train the pastors as he meets with 

them, but it 
has long been 
his desire for a 
more concen-
trated effort to 
instruct them 
in various fields 
of study. 
   In the spring 
of 2008 some 
ground was 
purchased, 
through the 
generosity of 
our churches 
at home, to 
erect a church 
and college in 

Kathmandu. The following year 
construction commenced. It is 
hoped that classes will begin in 
April this year, with about fifteen 
of the leading pastors coming for 
the initial training session, which 
will last seven weeks.
   I am convinced that the Lord has 
called me to the work of teaching 
in the college to prepare men for 
the ministry, as well as equipping 
some of them to assume the role of 

Called to a land of 
hills and valleys
BY rev. wesleY graham

Update on ...

Spreading God’s Word 
with your help...

teaching. The aim is to have these 
men eventually carry on the work 
themselves.  
   Carol and I leave for Nepal at 
the end of March, initially for 
two months. Please pray that God 

would give great wisdom in this 
enterprise and that our application 
for a two-year visa may be granted, 
thus giving greater flexibility for 
our future plans.  

After our appeal in the 
last edition for gifts to 
send New Testaments to 
Nepal, a total of £4 038.00 
has been donated.  The 
Trinitarian Bible Society 
in London offered to send 
them out for the special 
price of £3.05 each post-
paid.  This means that 
through your giving, we 
were able to supply 1,320 
copies of God’s Word to 
the needy land of Nepal.  
Thank you!



BY  margaret russell

the poor harvest - did not happen. 
The Lord is good! We are thank-
ful that we have been able to meet 
all our overheads but maintaining 
a good stock of books and Bibles is 

quite a challenge.  Pray that God will 
continue to undertake in this area. 
    Kapenguria is dry and dusty as 
the water table gets lower and lower. 
Our concern is the supplying of wa-
ter to 400 boarders in the Academy. 
Yet even as I write we have had three 
hours of heavy rain - sufficient to fill 
our water tanks! Pray earnestly that 
this year the Lord will grant a good 
harvest.  
   On the national scene in Kenya, 
the Coalition Government are fall-
ing into deep trouble, with allega-
tions of corruption at a high level. 
Do pray that peace will prevail and 
that God will deal with the hearts of 
those in authority. 
   I have just heard of a lady coming 
to Christ in one of our church ser-
vices.  She has attended the church 
for years and we rejoice in how the 
Lord has touched her! Do pray that 
this year many will be brought into 
the kingdom of God. “In due season 
we shall reap if we faint not.”
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THE first weeks of 2010 have 
been busy. After spending 

November and December with 
my mother, I returned to my Ke-
nyan home on 2nd January.  Mum’s 
condition has remained stable and I 
appreciate your prayers.   
   January has been tainted with 
real sadness as my dear friend Julia 
passed away on the 24th. Up until 
her death I exhorted her to come 
to Christ. Her last words were, “I  
know.”  I can only hope she trusted 
the Lord, but certainly she could not 
say she didn’t know! Pray for her 
aged mother and the family circle. 

   These last weeks have been taken 
up with the work of the Academy, 
dealing with parents wanting to ad-

“...and while they are 
yet speaking, I will hear.”

mit their children 
and settling stu-
dents and staff for 
another year. We 
were all delighted 
when Nicolas, our 
five-year-old Spina 
Bifida child, joined 
nursery school. Do 
pray that the Lord 
will help him ad-
just to this exciting 
new opportunity. 
   Please remember 
the Academy in 
your prayers - for 
health and protection for the chil-
dren, for the many financial needs 

and for parents as they strug-
gle to pay their fees. Noreen 
has left for a much-deserved 
furlough and I need wisdom 
with my added responsi-
bilities in her absence. It is 
my heart’s desire that this 
year we will see a move of 
the Lord, when souls will 
be saved and a genuine fear 
and love for the Lord will be 
evident.     
   We are pleased to have 
Kathy Walker back from fur-
lough and Joanne Greer with 
us for a further six months. 
We appreciate the help of 
Timothy Patterson and Luke 
Campbell, who will be teach-
ing in the Academy until 
mid-May.    
   The months of December, 

January and February have been 
good for the bookshop. What we 
had feared - a slump in sales due to 



teach us to pray
BY  gIllIan gIllespIe

In the past couple of weeks the 
area around the church 

has seen the tragic deaths 
of three precious souls. One 
was a young man in his early 
twenties. At his funeral there 
were two stories related to 
those who gathered - some 
members of his family said it 
was witchcraft which killed 
him, but others said he had 
been beaten to death by 
those of his own family.     
   Most people in the com-
munity believe that his fam-
ily beat him so badly that he 
died from the injuries which 
he sustained. The second 
death was that of a lady in 
her sixties, an industrious lady and 
very trustworthy. Doctors at the 

hospital said she had been poisoned. 
The final death was that of a little 
boy, not yet four years of age. When 
the child was brought to the local 

nurse she told his family to take him 
immediately to hospital for a blood 
transfusion. They waited too long 

and the little one died on the way to 
the hospital. 
   The sad reality is that as far as I 
know none of these people made 
a profession of faith. The devil is a 
hard task master! Hell is a reality for 
all who die without a saving faith in 
the Lord Jesus. Pray for those who 

live in the Nyaporo area 
that they will “flee from the 
wrath to come.” God is able! 
Will you pray?
   Peter, from the church 
in Nyaporo, is involved in 
selling books on the street 
in Kakamega, the provincial 
town for the Western Prov-
ince of Kenya and the town 
in which I live.  We thank 
the Lord for the contacts he 
has made and the reformed 
literature which has gone 
into homes in the Kaka-
mega area. Our prayer is to 
see a Bible Study started in 

the town and then ultimately a Bible 
Christian Faith Church congrega-
tion formed.  

Peter sells a copy of Mwendo wa Msafiri –
(Swahili translation of Pilgrim’s Progress) 

The mission work in Liberia com-
menced from a contact made 

through the Philadelphia Street 
Witness of Malvern Free Presbyte-
rian Church (U.S.A). In 2005 Dr. 
Mark Allison, pastor of the Malvern 
Church, travelled to Liberia with 
a team to explore the possibility of 
establishing a witness there. After 
several national congregations ex-
pressed an interest in becoming part 
of the Free Presbyterian Church, Dr. 
Allison and his team began travel-
ling twice per year to instruct lay-
men in biblical doctrine and to train 
ministerial candidates. Some of the 
initial candidates decided against 
affiliation. One sticking point was 
the regulative principle of worship, 

which demanded a departure from 
“Christian” dance, a common prac-
tice in many Liberian churches.
   The work currently has four mis-
sion churches with an average of fifty 
attendees. Three of the works are 
located outside Monrovia, the coun-
try’s capital city. The fourth is in Riv-
ercess, 150 miles south of Monrovia. 
Two of the Monrovian congregations 
have extension works that hope to 
apply for “mission work” status.
   Liberia suffers from severe poverty 
because of a fourteen-year civil war 
that ended in 2003. The United Na-
tions currently occupies the country 
with 15,000 soldiers, the largest 
peacekeeping force in the world; the 
Chinese are making huge financial 
investments in exchange for iron 
ore. Though the country is relatively 
stable, Liberians still struggle to 
obtain one meal per day.
   Liberian society has a healthy 
respect for the Gospel, but many 
who profess faith in Christ lack the 
evidence of true conversion.  Soci-

ety at large desires education for the 
children (which make up the ma-
jority of the population) but many 
communities lack funds for schools. 
One of the Free Presbyterian mission 
churches started a Christian school 
and it was filled to 300 almost im-
mediately. The children raised their 
own fees to pay the teachers’ salaries, 
and the church is hoping to start a 
second Christian school nearby.
   Please pray for the ministers as 
they train to be considered for licen-
sure, for the congregations as they 
evangelise their communities, and 
the families as they struggle to live in 
a post-war environment.

Brief history of 
work in liberia
BY rev. davId dICanIo
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I was told that many folk have 
never heard of the expression 

“missionary-at-large”. I suppose 
the best way to describe it is the 
way Paul laboured in the book of 
Acts in his missionary journeys. 
Sometimes he pushed doors that 
the Lord did not open, like in 
Asia and Bithynia (Acts 16:6-7), 
at other times great doors of ut-
terance were opened to him, as 
when he spent two years disput-
ing daily in the school of one 

what is a “missionary-at-large”?
BY rev. davId dICanIo Tyrannus in Ephesus (Acts 19:9-10). 

Today we are more accustomed to 
a missionary who has a call to one 
place, rather than labouring “at 
large”.
   I am currently serving for the 
North American Free Presbyterian 
Church in Liberia, West Africa and 
the Ulster Free Presbyterian Church 
in Kenya, East Africa, teaching Bible 
College students, and continuing 
with video documentary work. I 
have just arrived back from seventy-
one days in Liberia teaching Cults, 
Christian Ethics, and Typology, and 

am currently in Kenya teaching 
Theology, Homiletics, and Early 
Church History. I have also been 
cataloguing the library for BCFC 
College of the Bible, which cur-
rently has 2,000 volumes.
   Lord willing I will be travelling to 
Brazil later in the year. The goal is 
to put together a short video on the 
work of Dr. Bill Woods. 
   Mission to Spain is still in the 
works, but unfortunately there are 
not enough hours in the day to 
complete it at this time.

BY  joanne greer

golden opportunities 
abound

Thank you all for your continued 
prayers for my time in Kenya. 

The original plan for a six-month 
stay has been extended to nearly a 
year, so at the moment I am due to 
go home in August. My role here 
will be changing slightly as Miss 
Kathy Walker returns and resumes 
her work in teaching music, but I 
will still be teaching Christian Reli-
gious Education (CRE) in the Acad-
emy, taking devotions, and helping 
out in other ways. 
   Do pray especially for the young 
people, both in the school and in the 
churches. They face many tempta-
tions in Kenyan society as well as 
the challenges and pressures that 
youth in any other country must 
deal with. Pray that many who have 
been brought up in the Scriptures 
will be saved, and that those already 
saved will have their knowledge of 
Christ deepened and will be kept 
from sin. 
   Just to give an idea of the opportu-
nities in school….in one CRE class 

I have three students who attend 
the Seventh-Day Adventist church, 
and one who is Roman Catholic. In 
another class, one of the students, 
who had actually impressed me with 
his Bible knowledge, told me today 
that he was raised in a Muslim home 
until he was ten years old. His par-
ents then divorced and his mother 
now takes him to a Pentecostal 
church. This 16-year old boy says he 
has read the Bible many times and 

knows he is not saved but he hopes 
to “do it someday”. Please pray for 
him!
   It was great to have a visit from 
my parents in January. Dad was kept 
busy preaching in various meetings, 
but they both enjoyed the break 
and a chance to see the work here. 
Please continue to pray also for the 
mission in Liberia – that matters 
will move ahead there. I believe we 
can truly say that a great door and 
effectual has been opened in both of 
these countries, but there are many 
adversaries – we need God to work 
and move. 
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At the beginning of this New 
Year, we look back and praise 

God for His faithfulness. Although 
some folk had to leave us at the end 
of 2009, new folk have come into the 
church. These include Daisy, from 
Santo Domingo, who is working in 
the area and has started attending 

the services. Please continue to pray 
for Ángela, a close friend of the fam-
ily who has attended the meetings 
for many years. Nevertheless, we see 
no real outward signs of God work-
ing in her life. She will soon be 89 
years old and we fear for her soul. 
   It was good to see Pepe, Ana’s 
husband, come to the church service 
on Sunday 21st February for the first 
time since his fall. He has had to 
take complete rest for four months. 
We do see a change in his attitude, 
but please pray that a lasting work 

new van for the lord’s work
of God would be the result of this 
accident. 
   The books containing Daily Read-
ings for the year have been given 
out once again to family members 
as well as to the many contacts we 
have. Pray for a woman in Arroyo 
who recently bought a Bible and for 
a young man in Beas who has been 
reading the Bible for some time 

now. He was 
given more 
Christian 
literature re-
cently in the 
Beas market. 
Continue 
to pray for 
another man 
called Pepe 
who has 
promised 
on various 
occasions to 
come to the 

BY lYle BoYd

meetings but has not yet done so.
    We finish on a note of thankful-
ness. The Ballymena Church has 
generously provided a new van 
which we hope to have in our pos-
session by the time you receive this 
edition of Harvest Times. To them 
we want to express our deep grati-
tude for such a wonderful gift. We 
can assure them it will be used to 
the glory of God in bringing the folk 
into the weekly meetings.
   Please continue to pray for the 
outreach works in the markets and 
for the radio ministry. Thanking 
you all again for your prayers and 
support.

A new Citroen Jumper...courtesy of Ballymena FPC

Pray for Pepe



We never cease to thank the 
Lord for the many who follow 

with prayerful interest the work in 
Alcorcón.  May the Lord’s blessing 
continue to prosper the missionary 
work of our denomination.
   The Lord has richly blessed His 
work in the church in Alcorcón 
throughout 2009. Many new people 
attended the Sabbath services, souls 
were saved and the Lord added new 
members to the church. The finan-
cial report showed that it was the 
best financial year we have had to 
the present. This was brought home 
to us at our annual church dinner 
and congregational meeting on the 
last Saturday of January. There were 
54 at the dinner and others joined 
later for the meeting.  Encouraging 

BY rev. john hanna
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renovations complete

During January the work on the 
renovation of the church build-

ing was finished at last. We were 
thus able to hold the conference of 
the Reformed Ministers’ Associa-
tion (AMRE) between 25th and 27th 
January. It was led by Dr. Paul Wells 
and the subject was the Doctrine of 
Scripture. It was a time of great bless-
ing and an encouragement for the 
work in Miranda. During the service 

in the church we saw the building 
filled to capacity for the first time.
   In the newly furbished area the 
church now has a hall for meetings, 
a pastoral office and other necessary 
conveniences. All these are already of 
service to us. During the mornings 
we employ the hall for the teaching 
of our home-schooled children. As 
an outreach activity we have also 
started English classes for children 
of the area on Saturday mornings, 
at no cost. There are three girls plus 

our own children. Also on 
Saturday mornings there 
are handicraft classes for 
women, held by María, our 
sister who lives in Vitoria. 
We are looking forward 
to the 1st May, when the 
church will be officially 
inaugurated, with the pres-
ence of a delegation from 
Ulster.
   Concerning the life of the 
congregation, in January 

BY dr. jorge ruIz

we were alarmed when Angel had an 
accident. Thanks to the Lord, he is 
recovered from it, but please pray for 
him and for the health of the other 
members, Domingo and María. After 

this accident, Angel’s son –a young 
man about 16 years old –continued 
to come to the services on Sundays. 
Please pray for the Word as it is 
preached, that it would bring him to 
saving faith in Jesus Christ. 
   Finally, Ariana, Rafael and De-
lia’s daughter, has received all the 
requirements needed to return to 
Spain to be with her family. We are 
looking forward to her arrival and 
integration in the church with the 
other children –her brother Rafael 
and our own children. 

reports were given on all the differ-
ent aspects of the ministry, including 
the Sabbath school, Bible class and 
youth meetings. 
   The New Year 2010 has also com-
menced with many encouragements.  
A new family was received into 
membership on the second Sabbath 
of January and another couple joined 
on the last Sabbath.  
   From the 25th to the 27th of Janu-
ary we had our annual meeting of 
The Association of Reformed Min-
isters of Spain.  We met this time 
in Miranda de Ebro.  The times of 
fellowship were rich and very ben-
eficial for all who attended from the 
different parts of Spain.  It was also 
a time to encourage the Church in 
Miranda, where Jordi Ruiz is the 
minister.  
   The weekly Friday evening prayer 

times continue in Barcience (To-
ledo).  Friendships are being formed 
and some people have attended 
the Sabbath services in the church.  
Please pray for both these outreach 
works so that in the near future new 
churches can be constituted for the 
Lord’s glory. 
   Please continue to pray for the 
ministry through Grace Bible Col-
lege as well as the Sabbath services 
as they go out on internet. Pray also 
for the unconverted who continue 
to attend the services, especially for 
Antonia, Alejandro, Nichol, Pili, Ana 
and Angel.  
   In closing, we thank you all again 
for your prayers on our behalf and 
for your financial support, enabling 
us to continue to serve the Lord here 
in Alcorcón, Madrid. 

“and the lord added to the church...”



of us will be preaching every day 
during the four-day camp. I have 
asked Rev. Wesley Graham to help 
me with a presentation on the work 
in Nepal in order to show it at the 
camp, and he has very kindly pro-
vided me with all the information 
and material to that end.
   This year I have a student in the 
Bible College studying ‘Introduction 
to the Old Testament.’ At the same 
time, a member of our church has 
expressed the desire to start study-

Our witness to the Gospel in 
Barcience continues slowly, 

but here and there the Lord has 
shown some tokens of His pur-
pose in this town where we live. 
Kelley has become friends with 
a woman living just around the 
corner, who attended both ser-
vices a few Sabbaths ago, as she 
was invited by Rachel Dunlop, 
who also lives in Barcience. Her 
name is Ana.
   Though I have stopped meet-
ing the people from the Jehovah’s 
Witness I mentioned last time, I 
often see them around. That made 
me think, and I’ve prepared a leaf-
let offering Bible studies (all dif-
ferent kinds) by correspondence, 
which I’ll be putting through the 
letter boxes both here in Barcience 
and in a much bigger town close 
by, Torrijos.
   This season of the year is marked 
by the youth camp at Easter. I will 
be one of the main preachers, to-
gether with another minister. Both 

Building for the lord

It is a joy and privilege to tell how 
the Lord is working and mov-

ing in southern Spain in these past 
months. In January I started a chil-
dren’s meeting in Siles. For many 
years now I have 
held a five-day club 
in the summer in 
that town, but it was 
getting more diffi-
cult to encourage the 
children to join with 
us. Therefore it was 
suggested by one of 
the members to hold 
a weekly meeting in 
her home and see if 
the children would 
come. We had four 
children at the first 
meeting but now we 
have about ten chil-
dren coming weekly. 

BY joY gIllespIe It has been a lovely encouragement 
to have these children coming and 
to see their interest. 
   However it is sad to realise just 
how little they know of the things of 
God. I visited in one of their homes 
and again was encouraged by the 

father who said that they all do the 
work-sheets together and learn the 
memory verses. 
   Friends are trying to make me 
move with the times and to start 
using PowerPoint with the songs, 
music and memory verses. The 
children like hearing and watching 
the music videos. Maybe in time I 
will even do my stories that way as 
well! Please pray that God will lead 

us as to what messages 
to bring to the boys 
and girls, but most 
importantly that He 
will open their eyes to 
His truth and that we 
will see them trusting 
in Christ.
   Please continue to 
remember the rest of 
the work –the tract 
distribution, English 
classes, Bible studies, 
women’s meeting and 
personal contact work. 
Pray that they will be 
used of God to the sav-
ing of precious souls.

ing this subject, so I will soon 
start lecturing him as well.
   As I have been asked to go to 
Ulster (God willing Kelley will 
be coming with me this time) 
for deputation meetings in the 
autumn, I need to start work-
ing on a presentation about the 
work. Since I am not an expert 
at all, this will take me some 
time. I ask you to pray that the 
Lord will prosper this presenta-
tion.
   Keep praying for all these 

matters and others mentioned in 
previous Harvest Times issues. My 
mother continues to come to church 
every Sabbath morning, and my 
father comes to the door at the end 
of the service to pick her up every so 
often. Well, keep praying; you never 
know when the Lord will pull him 
inside those doors!

(Editor’s Note: Angel & Kelley are 
due in Ulster for deputation meetings 
from 31st August until 7th November 
2010.)

preaching...
teaching... 
reaching... 
beseeching

BY rev. angel alvarez
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by REV. DAVID PRIESTLy

It was a great privilege to visit Aus-
tralia for five weeks at the beginning 

of the year and I am very thankful to 
the Mission Board for the opportunity. 
One fact that I found very encouraging 
was that there is more spiritual life in 
Australia as a whole than I had expect-
ed. That is especially true of Tasmania 
with parts of the Island being known 
as the ‘Bible Belt,’ including the area 
where our congregation is in Kingston.
   I arrived in Tasmania on the after-
noon of Friday 8th of January and 
for four weeks I experienced the very 
warm and generous hospitality of Noel 
& Ethel Clydesdale. Noel is the only 
Elder of the congregation in Kingston.
   The people in the Kingston congre-
gation made me feel very welcome 
and I was blessed by their fellowship 
and kindness. They have a very nice 
Church property; the main Church 
building would comfortably seat 150 
people. 
   As well as speaking at the weekly 
services I also helped with other tasks 
and meetings in the Church including 

pastoral visita-
tion among 
the families of 
the congrega-
tion, especially 
the sick and 
bereaved. To 
make this task 
much easier 
the church 
provided me 
with an old 
Mitsubishi car. 
   The meet-
ings in Kings-
ton were very 
encouraging. 
The congrega-
tion numbers 
approximately forty and during my 
visit the attendances averaged 35 in 
the morning and 18 in the afternoon. 
On my first Sunday in Kingston we 
had three large Christian families visit 
the services who had been holiday-
ing in the area. One family was from 
Tasmania and the other two from near 
Sydney on Mainland Australia.  On 
that day there were approximately 53 
people present at the morning service 

and 35 at the 
afternoon 
meeting. 
   The mid-
week meeting 
is on Wednes-
day evening at 
7.00 PM. The 
attendances 
averaged 12 
–13 with some 
people attend-
ing for the first 
time. It was 
encouraging 
to experience 
a very good 

spirit of prayer among the people. 
   We approached two of the local 
newspapers, one in Kingston and the 
other in Hobart, about the possibility 
of having a Gospel message printed. 
But unfortunately no opportunity was 
given by either newspaper. Please pray 
that an opening would be given to the 
Church in one of these papers in the 
future.
   Between the 18th and 21st of Janu-
ary I visited the Churches in South 
Australia were I enjoyed the very kind 
hospitality of the Rev. Ian, his wife Jen-
nifer and their son Christopher. The 
Hall’s are well settled in Australia and 
are giving their all to the Lord’s work. 
It was a blessing to see how much they 
love the land of Australia and the work 
that they are engaged in. I preached 
at the midweek meeting in Lock on 
Tuesday night 19th of January with 5 
present. The meeting is held around 
the Kitchen table in Trevor Spiers’ 
home. Trevor is the elder in the Lock 
Church.  When in Lock we also had 
the opportunity to see the Heidelberg 

a visit to the Free Church “down under”
BY rev. davId mCmIllan

The congregation in Port Lincoln

The congregation in Perth
(Con’t on p. 11)
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by COLIN MAXWELL

Feeding the lambs

Just recently during a week of meet-
ings a young boy came up to me 

and said, “There is something I need 
to tell you. I got saved last night.” 
What a thrill to hear him tell of how 
he had asked the Lord Jesus to save 
him! As I chatted with him I saw he 
was very clear about what the Lord 
had done in his life. It was wonderful 
to see two girls also trust the Lord 
that week. A Family Night was held 

on the Sunday and it was very en-
couraging to see some of the parents 
of the children attend.
   I continue to have opportunity to 
speak at weekly children’s meetings, 
school assemblies, youth meetings, 
ladies’ meetings and Student Union 
meetings in High Schools and Pri-
mary Schools. Many of the children 
we contact these days do not attend 
Sunday school or children’s meetings 
and have very little knowledge of the 
Bible. We thank the Lord for every 
opportunity given to teach them the 
Gospel and trust the Lord to bless His 

BY ColIn maxwell

Word and that in days to come we 
will hear of them trusting in Christ 
as their Saviour.
   At a meeting just a few days ago a 
young woman came to me and asked 
me if I remembered her. I did not but 
she went on to tell me that she had 
attended outdoor meetings approxi-
mately 15 years ago and was saved at 
the age of eight.
   Missions have been planned for the 
coming months in mission halls and 
Orange halls. I would appreciate your 
prayers, that children will come and 
that we will see fruit for our labours.  
Thank you for all your continued 
support in the work both prayerfully 
and financially.

As ever, we appreciate the 
prayers and practical sup-

port of God’s people as we labour 
for Him. We knew from the be-
ginning of our ministry with the 
motor home that the winter months 
would curtail its use – and that was 
without the severe weather in late 
December/early January. However, 
the motor home is only a means to 
an end and we have been out and 
about, mostly in County Monaghan, 
tracting in the various towns and 
villages. It has been good to cover 
entire estates with Gospel literature 
and also to have opportunities to 

talk to folk as well.
   Other trips in the winter months 
included two trips down to Knock 
Roman Catholic Shrine, where the 
unofficial claims of a Dublin-based 
clairvoyant that the Virgin Mary 
would appear on certain dates 
brought great crowds to the tiny 
Mayo village. We were a discreet 
distance from the Basilica grounds 
with our small book table and 
literature. We always have interest-
ing conversations at Knock. On a 
return visit a month later the pres-
ence of the Garda traffic division, 
along with crash barriers and extra 
security, showed that the authorities 
were evidently expecting another 
big crowd. Surprisingly, even on 

doing the work of an evangelist

BY joYCe walsh

a very wet day, practically no one 
came! However, even then we had a 
good chat with a man from Galway 
in the Basilica grounds.
   Around 1,000 homes in Dub-
lin were tracted before the recent 
Ireland versus South Africa rugby 
game and then a disappointing 
number of tracts (considering the 
fact that thousands of people were 
passing) were taken before the big 
game at Croke Park. When we re-
turn again, God willing, we will take 
a Trinitarian Bible Society poster 
with us to display.
   We have a number of deputation 
meetings lined up also. It is always 
good to meet the people who have 
been supporting us faithfully. Thank 
you all again.
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printing press that the Church uses 
to publish Gospel literature.  These 
Gospel leaflets are distributed for 
them by the Post Office, eleven times 
a year, over the whole Eyre Peninsula; 
which is a total of more than twelve 
thousand homes. 
   On the Wednesday evening I spoke 
at the midweek meeting in Port 
Lincoln when 15 people were pres-
ent. We had good meetings and knew 
the Lord’s presence in both of these 
Churches. Rev. Hall also took me to 
Elliston where the Lock Church has 
an Outreach. It was encouraging to 
see where the Lord’s work is being 
carried on in these remote places. The 

drive from Port Lincoln to Elliston, 
then over to Lock and back to Port 
Lincoln was approximately 250 miles. 
Pray for safe travel for the Rev. Hall as 
he regularly makes this long journey in 
the course of his ministry.
   The final six days of my trip were 
spent in Perth in Western Australia 
were I again received very warm and 
generous hospitality in the home 
of Jim and Freda Hamilton. Jim is a 
founding member of the Perth Church 
and also it’s only Elder. In Perth I 
preached on the Lord’s Day and also 
at the midweek meeting to enable the 
Rev. Patrick to start a much needed 
holiday. Rev Patrick recently has had 
to visit his cardiologist again and is 
need of prayer for continued good 
health. The Lord has provided a great 

(Report from D. McMillan
Con’t. from pg. 9)

The first great trial of the Mission-
ary is separation from home, 

and country, and friends, and ev-
erything which is dear to a feeling 
heart.  Nor are missionaries’ wives 
exempt from this great trial.  Perhaps 
they are generally the keenest suf-
ferers. I have never met with a more 
touching instance of acute feeling 
when the hour of parting came than 
that of Mrs. Judson, the  wife of Dr. 
Adoniram Judson, the first American 
Missionary to Burmah, India. This 
may be briefly given as a specimen of 
what hundreds have endured. 
   When writing in her journal on 
board ship on February 19th, 1812,  
Mrs. Judson writes soon after her 
ship embarked: “O America! my 
native land, must I leave thee? Must 
I leave my parents, my sisters and 
brothers, my beloved friends, and all 
the scenes of my early youth? Must I 
leave thee, Bradford, my dear native 
town, where I spent the pleasant years 
of childhood; where I learned to lisp 

the name of my mother; where my 
infant mind first began to expand; 
where I learned the endearments of 
friendship, and tasted all the happi-
ness this world can afford; 
where I learned also to 
love my Saviour, and 
to count all things 
but loss, in com-
parison with the 
knowledge of 
Him? Yes, I must 
leave you all for 
a heathen land 
and uncongenial 
climate. Fare-
well, happy, happy 
scenes; but never, no, 
never to be forgotten.” 
    A few days afterwards 
she writes: “I spent some 
time this evening on deck.  My native 
land, my home, my friends, and all 
my forsaken enjoyments rushed into 
my mind; my tears flowed profusely; 
and I could not be comforted. Soon, 
however, the consideration of hav-
ing left all these for the dear cause of 
Christ, and the hope of being one day 

the missionary’s 
farewell to home

BY rev. wIllIam moIster 
(written in 1889)

building for the Perth congregation, 
including a manse. They were able to 
move into the excellent new facilities 
last year because of the liberal assis-
tance of the SAM Fund. On the Lord’s 
Day morning we had approximately 
30 people present. At the Sabbath 
evening service and the prayer meet-
ing there were approximately 10 in 
attendance; the Lord’s presence was 
known in all these meetings. Rev. Pat-
rick would want us to pray that they 
would see more visitors come in to 
the meetings especially to the Gospel 
service.
   Please continue to pray for our 
Minister’s and congregations in Aus-
tralia; especially praying that the Lord 
would send a man to go to Tasmania 
to fill the vacant pulpit there.

instrumental of leading some poor 
degraded females to embrace Him as 
their Saviour, soothed my griefs, dried 
up my tears, and restored tranquility 
to my mind.” 
   Thus at the commencement, as 
throughout its entire course, the life 
of a missionary is one of light and 
shade, joy and sorrow. And unless 
the work be taken up after having 

carefully counted the cost, and in 
a spirit of self-sacrifice, the 

shade will dominate, and 
there will be but little of 

the light and joy of pros-
perity to compensate for 
the inevitable trials and 
difficulties. To none are 
the words of the Sav-
iour more important 
or more appropriate 

than to those who are 
engaged in the mission-

ary enterprise: “No man, 
having put his hand to the 

plough, and looking back, is 
fit for the kingdom of God.” “If 

any man will be My disciple, let him 
deny himself and take up his cross 
and follow Me.” 

“Jesus, I my cross have taken,
All to leave and follow Thee;

Naked, poor, despised, forsaken,
Thou, from hence, my all shalt be.”
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Noreen McAfee is home on furlough for six months, if you would like a copy of her latest DVD please contact 
the office.

Mr. Robert McConnell from our church in Comber has been accepted by the Mission Board as a Children’s 
Evangelist working in Northern Ireland.  He is due to commence deputation meetings in March.

African Market Literature Outreach – This new venture has already commenced with four young men sell-
ing literature in open air markets around Monrovia in Liberia and one in Kakamega in Kenya. The books are 
supplied from our various bookshops in both countries. We have continual need of new and second hand 
Bibles and books for Africa.  If you have any you could donate, please give them to you missionary representa-
tive.  Fuller details forthcoming in the next issue of Harvest Times. (DV)

Rev & Mrs Patrick are due home from Perth Australia in August and September, Rev Patrick will be taking 
part in the 40th anniversary services of Cloghervalley Free Presbyterian Church.
 
Mission Boxes – Mr. John Dickson has made us a new supply of white plastic Missionary Boxes, if you would 
like one please see your Missionary Council representative  or contact the Mission Board office.
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Notices and Updates from the Mission Board Office


