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From the Editor’s Pen
   It’s Harvest Times again! We sing “Bringing in the sheaves...” but a lot of toil 
must go in before the grain reaches the garner. In this issue you will read of 
the hard work of our missionaries as they labour in the harvest fields of the 
world. There are striking contrasts from place to place, but the message is the 
same for all – the old, old story of the Cross.

   The recent deputation of Angel and Kelley was an opportunity for many 
to hear first-hand about a fledgling work in Spain. The prayers of the people 
of Northern Ireland are making a difference to their endeavours. But the 
Church in Spain is not only having an impact locally. Through downloads 
from the internet it is having an influence on Spanish-speaking people 
throughout the world.

   Then imagine an Irish nun, every time she opens her prayer book glanc-
ing at her bookmark and reading, “By grace are ye saved through faith....” 
Someone in the past witnessed to a lady called Clotilde and her testimony is 
being spread among her friends – she “being dead yet speaketh.” Although 
many tracts were discarded at the outreach in Cortes, it is evident that some 
were gratefully received.

   The death of little Victorine reminds us that it is vital to teach the young 
the way of salvation. Our Province is blessed – think of the hundreds of little 
ones touched by Joyce’s 90 meetings over the summer. Thousands have been 
blessed through the Christian Academy in Kenya. New premises in Miranda 
are being used every day to teach children from various backgrounds. Boys 
and girls in Perth also need to hear the Good News.

   As always, there is the need to teach sound doctrine. You will read of a girl 
in Kenya who is under the impression that she may not be saved since she 
has never spoken in tongues. The churches in Nepal too must be protected 
from false teachers. 

   We rejoice with Jorge, who was officially recognised as part of the mission-
ary family of the Free Presbyterian Church at the Martyrs’ Memorial Church 
in October, and assure him and his family of our continued support. Rev. 
Paraiywa and young Kevin need our prayers too, that God would graciously 
touch and heal them. Joanne’s time in Kenya will finish in December. In the 
coming year she will be commencing deputation meetings before moving to 
Liberia, the land to which the Lord has called her to labour. Congratulations 
to two special young couples whose weddings are this month. May the Lord 
bless them richly.

   In this special enlarged edition, we have given space to tell a little of the 
story of Dr. Bill Woods, who has been serving the Lord for 50 years in Brazil 
with Acre Gospel Mission. Bill, who is a member of Martyrs Memorial Free 
Presbyterian Church in Belfast, went to Brazil in 1960, fourteen years before 
our own Mission Board was formed.
 
   And finally, as we reach the end of another year, we wish to thank all who 
supported the work in daily prayer and all who, by their gifts large or small, 
under God, enabled the work to continue. To those of you who sent cash 
or paid by cheque or standing order into our bank; to all who signed a tax 
declaration, enabling us to claim back the tax; to those who use the boxes or 
give through the regular offerings and to the many who sent in special gifts 
for the various appeals made during the year, the Mission Board, on behalf 
of all our missionaries, say “Thank You!”   

*Change since last edition



Liberia: Land of Challenge and Opportunity

The handing out of a gospel tract 
in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in 
2004 opened a door to the mis-

sion field of Liberia – a nation that once 
flourished but now has been devastated 
by a cruel civil war. 
   Liberia, “land of the free,” located on 
the western coast of Africa, was settled 
in 1820 by free African -Americans 
from the USA. An initial group of 86 
immigrants established a settlement 
and named it Monrovia, after James 
Monroe (the fifth President of the 
United States) which became the capital 
of Liberia (see picture at bottom of 
page). The Republic of Liberia declared 
its independence on July 28, 1847, and 
fashioned its constitution and form of 
government after that of the United 
States. 
   Liberia is slightly larger than the state 
of Ohio and has a population of 3.5 
million comprised of 16 ethnic groups 
with a life expectancy of only 45 years. 
While English is the official language 
there are also 16 indigenous languages. 
   In the 1980s political upheavals 
began, and a fourteen year civil war 
(1989-2003) destroyed Liberia’s econ-
omy and infrastructure, resulting in 
devastation to its people. Over 200,000 
people were brutally murdered and 
over one million were displaced in refu-
gee camps in neighboring countries. 
   In 2003, under intense pressure 
from the United States, then-president 

Charles Taylor, resigned and fled to 
Nigeria. A transitional government was 
set up and over 12,000 United Na-
tions’ troops secured the area around 
the capital of Monrovia. The political 
situation stabilized in 2006 when Ellen 
Johnson was installed as president.
   Liberia is seeking to reconstruct the 
country’s infrastructure and shattered 
economy. The current unemployment 
rate exceeds 75% and the illiteracy 
rate is above 50%. China and Libya—
motivated by the vast natural resources 
of iron ore, rubber, timber, diamonds, 
gold, tin, and crude oil—are prominent 
partners in Liberian reconstruction. 

   Many Liberians profess to be Chris-
tians but have been strongly influenced 
by the charismatic movement, tribal 
worship, and a great influx of the cults. 
A group of believers in Liberia were 
greatly encouraged when a delegation 
from the Free Presbyterian Mission 
Board accepted their invitation to come 
to Liberia. 
   As a result of that mission trip, Free 
Presbyterian churches are being estab-
lished, children are being taught Bible 
stories and gospel songs, and men are 

being trained for the ministry and souls 
are being saved. Two Christian book-
stores have also been setup which pro-
vide a wealth of solid reading material 
for the congregations and their pastors.
   As you can gather from this picture of 
a typical street in Monrovia, Liberia has 
great temporal needs including water, 
food, electricity, roads, hospitals and 
dependable security in  a land that is 
still fraught with high crime rates.  Un-
der President Johnson, some progress is 
evident in Monrovia.  
   But the greatest need in this war-torn 
country is the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
proclaimed in all its fullness, purity and 
power. Lord willing, the Free Presbyte-
rian Church will have full time labor-
ers in Liberia in the near future. There 
is a great need for Christ honoring 
churches, a seminary, Christian schools, 
health clinics, and bookstores. Presently 
the North American Mission Board is 
seeking to purchase property on which 
to construct a missionary complex and 
other buildings for the furtherance of 
the gospel. God’s people have been very 
generous and funds have been given to 
begin such an endeavor. But the need is 
still great and the opportunities are lim-
itless.  Thankfully, we serve a great God 
and with Him “all things are possible”.  
   The Mission Board of the Free Presby-
terian Church of N. America would like 
to thank the Ulster Mission Board for 
allowing us this space in Harvest Times 
to share with you our vision and burden 
for the work in Liberia.

bY  mark allison



 Winter 2010   Harvest Times    4    

Rev. David DiCanio accepted a 
request by the North American 

Mission Board of the FPCNA to labour 
for two years in Liberia to help the 
fledgling “Free Presbyterian Mission 
Church of Liberia”, a Gospel witness 
established in that country’s post-war 
capital, Monrovia, in 2007. 
   Rev. DiCanio was ordained to the 
Free Presbyterian ministry in October 
of 2009 as a “missionary-at-large” and 
has been serving in Kenya since Sep-
tember of 2007 under the Ulster Mis-
sion Board. He has made three trips to 
Liberia during that time, and received 
the request during his third trip that 
began on August 28th. 
   “I’m not burning any bridges with 
the Ulster Mission Board or Kenya,” 
DiCanio said. “I still feel the call to 
labour-at-large, similar to the way the 
Apostle Paul worked in the Book of 
Acts. But I became increasingly bur-
dened about an extended stay in Liberia 
while working on Joanne Greer’s depu-
tation video, ‘Mission to Liberia.’” 
   Liberia is struggling to recover from 
a 14-year civil war that decimated the 

country’s infrastructure. The churches 
were also affected, lacking a solid Gos-
pel witness during that time. Rev. Di-
canio said, “My burden for the pastors 
is that they might know God’s power 

upon their ministries, especially in the 
preaching of the Gospel.” 
   Rev. DiCanio is lecturing on Euro-
pean, North American, and African 
Church History. Ten students meet 

with him for the Theological Train-
ing Classes. “African Christians don’t 
often learn about the great 16th century 
revival in Europe,” DiCanio said.
   The four pastors of the Free Pres-
byterian Mission Churches have just 
started to meet together in a “Pastor’s 
Interim Committee” which oversees the 
works of the churches. Each church has 
already been operating with “Church 
Interim Committees.” The Pastor’s 
Interim Committee reports all decisions 
to the chairman of the North Ameri-
can Mission Board. The goal is to help 
the pastors learn how to function in 
accordance with a biblical Presbyterian 
form of government, and in accordance 
with the Free Presbyterian Book of 
Church Order. “I have been very much 
impressed with the words of Paul to 
Titus in chapter 1, verse 5, ‘that thou 
shouldest set in order the things that 
are wanting,’” Mr. DiCanio said. 
   The Mission Board of North America 
approved the purchase of much-needed 
supplementary materials for the two 
Free Presbyterian Christian Schools 
that currently exist in the Monrovia 
area. Mr. DiCanio hopes to introduce 
a number of teacher’s manuals “for 
Christian schools” to help present sub-
jects like Maths, Economics, Science, 
CIVICS, and History from a biblical 
perspective.

Rev. David DiCanio heads for 
two-year stint in Liberia

by  Joanne Greer

Breaking New 
Ground

“How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of him that bringeth good 
tidings, that publisheth peace.” (Isa-
iah 52:7)  We were literally upon the 
mountains last week for an afternoon 
of evangelism, trying to reach a new 
area where BCFC hopes to begin a 
Sunday School soon. I had no classes to 
teach at the Academy since the pupils 
were home on half-term so I was able 
to accompany eight pastors and elders souls will seek and find the Saviour. 

   Continue to pray for me please as I 
teach CRE at the Academy. The chil-
dren continue to ask many questions 
about Scripture and sometimes about 
salvation, which is encouraging, but 
pray that the interest will lead on to a 
heart desire for God. He promises that 
those who seek Him will find Him, if 
they search for Him with all their heart.

who usually go out to witness twice 
a week. One girl we encountered had 
been attending a Pentecostal church 
in obedience to her father’s wishes and 
was worried that she could not truly 
be saved since she had never spoken 
in tongues and therefore could not be 
filled with the Spirit. At another home, 
we received a warm welcome, with tea 
being brought out and at least six adults 
listening to the Gospel and asking ques-
tions. None of them professed to be 
saved, but they were very glad to listen 
and were enthusiastic about the pro-
posed Sunday School. Pray that these 



I thank God for answered prayer 
over last few months, for health, 

peace and safety. God continues to keep 
the door open for me to serve Him in 
Kenya and my entry permit was 
renewed in July for another three 
years. 
   It was a joy to see Noreen 
MacAfee back in Kenya and I 
rejoice in how the Lord has gra-
ciously raised her up again after 
her illness. I rejoice in how God 
answered prayer for the Acad-
emy over the past months and 
am thankful for the help of our 
56 members of staff and for the 
valuable contribution of Kathy 
Walker and Joanne Greer, as they 
teach, direct the music depart-
ment, take devotions and gener-
ally encourage the students.
   We would ask for special prayer for 
one student, a 15 year old boy called 
Kevin. At the end of September he 
started to feel severe muscle weakness 
and within two days he was totally 

Wedding 
Bells
bY kathY walker

very encouraging to have men also par-
ticipating. In a recent visit to the Maku-
tano Church we had five men and ten 
ladies stay after the morning service for 
choir practice. Continue to pray for the 
directors as they lead this ministry. The 
love of our school children for music is 
still very evident. We have been add-
ing many new songs to our repertoire 
in recent days and pray that the truths 
they are singing will reach their hearts. 
We are thrilled when they come to us 
with questions about spiritual things. 
Pray that the Lord will give us many 
opportunities and that He will “gather 
His lambs.”

The bookshops are continuing 
to go well. Success cards are big 
sellers at this time, as the stu-

dents prepare for their examinations. 
We are thankful to have a local source in 
Nairobi for AV Bibles now and already 
quite a few have been sold. We rejoice in 
the help of those who support this min-
istry with their gifts and prayers.  
   The church is very encouraged with 
the weddings of two of their young 
couples, both young men being involved 
in various aspects of the Bible Christian 
Faith Church. Joseph works in our book-
shop in Kitale, and is a Sunday School 
teacher. He is also one of the translators 
for Rev. DiCanio. He and Milkah were 
married on November 13th. Milkah is 

also a Sunday School teacher and her 
father has taken courses in our Bible 
College. The second wedding was on 
November 27th. Gideon is the Deputy 
Headteacher in the Academy. His fian-
cée, Catherine, is from a place called 
Bungoma. Please remember 
each of these couples in prayer, 
that their homes would be 
established with the goal, “As 
for me and my house we will 
serve the Lord.” We are praying 
that their example will be an 
encouragement to other young 
people to have Christ-honour-
ing marriages.  
   The work amongst the choirs, 
both in the churches and in the 
school, is continuing well. It is 

paralyzed. After extensive investigations 
he was diagnosed with GullianBarre 
Syndrome.  This is a rare disease where 
the immune system attacks the nerves, 

with no known cause and no specific 
treatment, apart from intensive physio-
therapy.  He is slowly regaining power in 
his limbs. Please pray much for him and 
his family, especially for his father who is 
still outside of Christ. Kevin was hop-

ing to do examinations this year but this 
now seems unlikely.  
   Every Lord’s Day twenty ministers, 
pastors and evangelists preach the Word 

of God in the Bible Christian Faith 
Churches and a  program of evan-
gelism goes on from week to week. 
Pray for the anointing of the Lord 
upon these men, that the hearts 
of many who hear them will be 
changed. Remember particularly 
Rev Elijah Paraiywa, who has not 
been enjoying good health of late.
   Pray also for the Church Coun-
cil, that they will know the mind 
of God as they give direction, 
particularly in the area of the Bible 
College, which has been unable 
to open this term. “Men ought 
always to pray and not to faint.”

Editor’s Note:  We extend our sympathy 
to Margaret on the recent death of her 
mother.  In the goodness of the Lord, Mar-
garet was able to spend a few days with 
her mother before she passed away.

by  
margaret russell

Entry Permit 

RENE
WED
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Looking for Leaders

The people who live in Nyaporo, 
where the BCFC Mumias 
congregation is situated, are still 

held in darkness. They sit in darkness 
and they have not yet seen the Light!  
Please pray for this area, that the Gospel 
will shine brightly here.  
   Pray for the men who attend our 
meetings, most of whom are not saved, 
yet are faithful in their attendance 
each Lord’s Day. Their ages range from 
early twenties up to Joseph, who has 
just turned 78.  Joseph comes each 
Wednesday before the Prayer Meeting 
for a Bible Study.  He has a real hunger 
for the things of God. Pray for the Lord 
to raise up men to become leaders of 
the work in the days that lie ahead – 
men who will know their God and do 
exploits for Him.
   Peter is endeavouring to sell books 

bY gillian gillespie on the side of the street in Kakamega 
town. The heavy rains have made this 
task very difficult. Remember him in 
this work.  
   In December we hope to have our 
Teens Camp once again at the Christian 
Academy and a Five-Day Club in the 
Nyaporo Church. It is encouraging to 
see many children on the side of the 

road near the church, waving to me as I 
pass by and calling my name in greet-
ing. Pray that the Lord will lead us to 

the right messages for that week and 
also for the salvation of the little ones. 
In our last Club in August one of the 
little ones who attended the first two 
meetings died on the Wednesday. Little 
Victorine was only three! It showed us 
the urgency of reaching even these with 
the good news of Gospel, for we know 
not what a day may bring forth. The 
following Friday I attended the funeral 
of my grandmother, who was 100 years 
old. Death is no respecter of persons.
   Thank you for praying for us and 
please continue to hold the ropes in 
prayer for this needy part of Kenya.

“Life at best is very brief.”

The casket for 3-year old Victorine

As many of you will know, my return to Kenya was delayed by a few weeks to allow for some unexpected surgery.  I wish 
to thank all of you for upholding me in prayer during that time and the Lord Himself for enabling me to return to the 
field at the beginning of October.

   It was lovely to see all the children again and to catch up on all the news of 
the past few months. Needless to say, the work has moved on and I am really 
indebted to my missionary colleagues and the Academy Staff for ‘holding the 
fort’ in my absence.
      The third term is always a busy time at the Christian Academy with Form 
Four and Standard Eight students sitting their final examinations. This year 
we had 47 candidates in Form Four and 42 in Standard Eight. We thank God 
for His help during the examination period and pray that He would be glori-
fied in our results.
   As these students 
prepare to leave us, we 
are ever mindful of the 
need for each child to 
know God’s salvation 

and His will for the future. Recent conversations have reminded us of 
the many outside influences that affect our students and we need con-
centrated, earnest prayer for the souls, hearts and minds of our young 
people.  
   We also need continued grace and wisdom as we plan and prepare for 
the new school year which will commence in January, God-willing.  
   Thank you again for all your prayerful and practical support. May the 
Lord bless and prosper you in the coming days.w

Praying for hearts, souls, minds...
bY noreen mcafee
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JOaNNE GREER has heard the call 
from the Lord, “Go work today in 
my vineyard.” As a Mission Board we 

are delighted to heartily recommend her 
for missionary work in Liberia, serving 
with our North American sister church. 
We pray that she will be the forerunner 
of many more of our youth hearing the 
call of the Lord for missionary service. 
Noreen McAfee was asked to interview 
Joanne before she returned from Kenya 
about herself and the Lord’s leading at 
this time.

NM:  Hi Joanne!  Thanks for taking time 
out to talk to me today!  First of all, for 
those who don’t already know you, can 
you tell me something about your back-
ground?

JG:  I am one of 6 children, and our par-
ents always faithfully taught us the Word 
of God and our need of salvation. We 
grew up in USA until I was 19, since my 
dad was pastoring a church in Pennsylva-
nia; I was homeschooled for most of my 
years of education, and I believe all these 
home influences combined to give me a 
solid Biblical foundation for life, for which 
I am very thankful. 

NM: So you were born into a Christian 
home.  That’s great!  When did you come
to know Christ as your own and per-
sonal Saviour?

JG:  I sought the Lord for salvation at 
the age of 5, but in my early teens I really 
struggled to know where I stood before 
God, and it was not until the age of 14 
that I received full assurance of my salva-
tion. Therefore, I’m not quite sure of the 
date when I was actually saved! But I 
know now Whom I have believed and that 
He is able to keep me until the final day. 

NM: And did you always want to be a 
missionary or how did you end up going 
to Bible College?

.JG:  I had always wanted to be a nurse, 
and after high school, I went to university 
to get my nursing degree. My interest in 
missionary work really began to grow 
after we moved back to Northern Ireland 
in 2000 and had more opportunities to 
hear visiting missionaries speak, etc. Even 
while I was finishing my training and 
starting work as a nurse, the Lord was 
gradually showing me that this was not 
to be my “life career” — that there was 
something else He had for me to do. 

NM: Did you already have some idea of 
where you would serve God after that, or 
did that come later?

JG:  When I entered Bible College I was 
really just going for preparation. I didn’t 
yet know what that preparation was for! 
During the time I was there, the burden 
for the foreign field grew gradually, and 
also God’s leading to that area. 

NM:  So how did you hear about the 
work in Liberia?

JG:  I first heard about Liberia when Dr. 
Allison and Mr. McConnell and others 
visited there in 2006. I found out more 
about it by watching video clips that were 
put online, and also hearing about it in 
reports and presentations, etc. 

NM:  And when did you realise that God 
was calling you to serve Him there?

JG:  After finishing Bible College in 2008, 
I was seeking the Lord as to what He 
wanted me to do in the future. During 
that period, I was given the opportunity 
to visit Liberia in October 2008. Imme-
diately I was struck by the needs of that 
land as a whole, and more importantly, 
by the spiritual needs of the people. It 
seemed to me like the desolate, ruined 
land spoken of in Ezekiel 36:34-36. I 
did not want to be one of those who just 
looked at it and passed by. Yet I knew that 
this acknowledgement of need, and even 
growing burden, was not enough – I need-
ed God’s Word to me. Graciously, He did 
speak very clearly through Scripture, and 
in the early months of 2009, He confirmed 
that Liberia was where He would have me 
serve Him. 

NM:  And can you give us any idea of 
what your work there will entail?

JG:  The work in Liberia is still very new, 
and therefore not only is there a lot of 
work to be done but also the possibilities 
are vast! I have always enjoyed working 
with children and young people, and I 
believe there are certainly open doors in 
that area. Perhaps I will be able to help a 
little in the music area as well, and there 
is a Christian school that I may be able to 
be involved in. I have not ruled out using 
my training as a nurse, although I don’t 
see that as being a major part of my work 
at this point. 

NM:  And do you have any special 
prayer requests at this time?

JG:  Please pray for me as I commence 
deputation in January 2011, Lord will-
ing, and as ongoing preparations are 
made for my move to Liberia. Pray that 
a faithful band of people will be raised up 
at home to hold the ropes in prayer. Pray 
that practical issues like accommodation, 
permits, etc., will be sorted out in Liberia. 
And pray for the pastors and churches 
already there, and those who go regularly 
to train and encourage them. 

NM: Thank you, Joanne, for sharing how 
the Lord has led you to serve Him in 
Liberia.  We will be certainly be praying 
for you as you do your deputation and 
prepare to go!

an Interview with Our 
Newest Missionary
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BILL WOODS has been a household name in the Free 
Presbyterian Church of Ulster for many years.  Not 
everyone, however, may know why.  Born in Belfast in 

October of 1937, Bill was the youngest of five children. During 
the days of World War II, Bill’s family relocated to the vil-
lage of Ballygowan, where his mother valiantly kept the home 
together while Bill’s father volunteered to serve his country in 
the navy.  No doubt Bill inherited something of his mother’s 
determination and his father’s gallantry and courage as became 
evident in his adult life. 

   But the One that affected 
Bill’s life the most was not his 
mother or father, but the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  It all began one 
Wednesday night, July 20th, 
1952 in the Ravenhill Road 
Free Presbyterian Church. 
Bill was only 15 when, under 
the preaching of the young 
Rev. Ian Paisley, he was 
brought to faith in Christ.  
His zeal to serve God with all 
of his heart, even as a young 
teen, led him to become very active in the Young 
People’s Fellowship as well as all of the activities of the 
congregation. Doors of opportunity soon opened for 
the young Bill Woods and he found himself preaching 
in various gospel missions and in new fledging Free 
Presbyterian congregations. 

   While serving in any way he could in the Ravenhill 
Road Church, Bill heard many visiting missionaries 
speak of the need for labourers on the mission field. 
Renowned missionaries like Miss. Mollie Harvey (a 
co-founder with Mr. & Mrs. William McComb of the Acre 
Gospel Mission) left a deep impression on Bill’s heart and 
mind.  It was during a report being given one evening by Mrs. 
Jessie Eades, a missionary to the Cape Verde Islands, that Bill 
felt the clear call of God to full-time missionary service. 

   That call was further confirmed when Bill heard of the sud-
den death of Mrs. Ina Orr, wife of Mr. Fred Orr.  As a young 
couple, Fred and Ina had left for the mission field of Brazil in 
March 1954.  She was only there for a few months before the 
Lord took her to home to glory on 4th June, at just 29 years of 
age.  It was a great shock to the Ravenhill Congregation but 
also a challenge for others to ‘stand in the gap’. Bill was not 

found wanting and stepped up to the mark to give his life for 
the cause of Christ on the mission field. 

   After extensive missionary training, Bill applied to the Acre 
Gospel Mission to go as a missionary to Brazil.  His application 
was accepted upon condition that he complete a further year 
of evangelistic work in Ulster.  In many ways that year was a 
very difficult one for Bill on a personal level, but also proved to 
be one of great blessing as many souls were saved in the Gospel 
missions he conducted throughout the province.  

   After the deputation meetings had been 
completed, the crates packed, and the 
farewells over, the day to leave finally ar-
rived. On 20th August 1959 a large group 
of friends and members of the church 
gathered at Belfast Harbour to see Bill off.  
As the boat departed, they all stood on the 
dockside and sang – “Take the Name of 
Jesus with you.” 

   Bill eventually arrived in 1960 at Manaus 
one thousand miles 
up the River Amazon 
where he was greeted 
by a group of mis-
sionary friends and 
Brazilians who had 
come to welcome the 
new comer (pictures 
left). Amongst those 
present was Fred 
Orr.  One of his first 
priorities in landing 
was to commence his 
language studies and 

learn Portuguese. The decision was taken for him to travel to 
Labrea to study the language with Fred. A few days after his 
arrival, Bill went with Fred to visit Ina’s grave. Remembering 
that it was through this young woman’s death that God had 
called him to the mission field, Bill rededicated his life to Jesus 
Christ. The corn of wheat had already died and from it God 
was going to give a spiritual harvest. 

   Within a short period of time Bill was fully involved in the 
regular services of the church, where he was expected to use 
his newly acquired Portuguese. Like all adults who learn a sec-
ond language he was to have his embarrassing moments, but 
his own special sense of humour usually carried him through! 

Something More 
For God
by Rev. Ian Harris
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It was here 
that Bill first 
got to know 
Geraldo the 
gardener of 
the mission 
property. This 
was to have a 
deep signifi-
cance in his 
future service 
for Geraldo 
had leprosy. 

   Bill relocated to work with John and Joan Mawdsley at Canu-
tama. This was new ground for an evangelical work which the 
Mawdsleys had been pioneering. Bill threw himself into the 
work with his usual zeal and enthusiasm. Here he first expe-
rienced prolonged river evangelism when the team navigated 
the river’s tributaries to take the message of the gospel deep 
into the interior of the forest. Though tired and exhausted by 
their travels (which were just the forerunner of years of similar 
expeditions) it was their joy to take the Gospel to those who 
had never heard before. The spiritual darkness of the people 
and their physical suffering greatly touched the heart of Bill. 

   Sometimes single isolated events can have life changing re-
percussions. One such event happened when Bill was called to 
help a young eighteen year old man who had been bitten by a 
deadly poisonous snake. Yelling in agony the young man cried 
out for help. Bill explained there was little he could do medi-
cally to help but he would pray. When Bill commenced to pray 
the young man called out, “I don’t want you to pray – I want 
you to do something.” Bill was unable to offer further help and 
the young man died within days. The event brought Bill to his 
knees where he surrendered his life again to God, saying he 
would do whatever the Lord planned for him if only He would 
help. 

   Bill’s first furlough in 1964 corresponded with the publica-
tion of the book Ten Fingers for God.  It told the amazing story 
of Drs. Paul and Margaret Brand, missionaries in India, whose 
pioneer work of reconstructive surgery on leprosy patients 
had brought relief to thousands on the Indian subcontinent. 
Remembering the young man back in Canutama, this book 
was a challenge to Bill to do something more.  So he started to 
re-evaluate what God wanted him to do with his life. Before 
returning to Brazil Bill enrolled in a seminar for lay workers in 
London under the charge of Dr R. G. Cochrane, a renowned 
leprologist who had revolutionised the treatment of leprosy. 
He further enrolled at the Missionary School of Medicine near 
Holborn in London for three months. Unknown to Bill these 
experiences were but the forerunners of years of medical train-
ing which lay ahead for him. How gracious is our God that He 
leads us just step by step along the way. 

   Upon returning to Brazil in 1965 Bill did not have to go look-
ing for leprosy patients. All around him the dreaded disease 
had blighted the lives of many in Canutama. He immediately 
set about trying to give whatever relief he was able to the suf-
ferers. In the town it was easy to access such patients but those 

who lived on the rivers also needed help. This necessitated 
demanding river expeditions in order to reach those who suf-
fered in isolation. A full programme was soon up and running 
in order to help those suffering from this ancient disease under 
Bill’s watchful eye. 
   More and more the Lord was pointing Bill in the direction 
of further medical studies. When the University of Amazonas 
opened a medical faculty he was convinced that this oppor-
tunity to study medicine so close to his home in Brazil was 
further confirmation that God wanted him to study medicine. 
He would have to prepare himself to take the entrance exams 
at the University. He accordingly informed James Gunning, the 
field leader at the end of 1967, of his plans. In 1968 he moved 
to Manaus to take up residence and commence seven years of 
medical study and preparation. 

   In order to pursue his studies, Bill had to take a leave of 
absence from 
the Acre 
Gospel Mis-
sion. Bill had 
to supplement 
his income 
by teaching 
English classes 
and also used 
the money 
raised to buy 
sites and con-
struct houses 
for sale. This 
enabled him 
not only to support himself but also to finance various projects 
in his ongoing leprosy projects 

Bill’s medical studies commenced aright in March 1969. To-
gether with a group of friends, he worked long hours and stud-
ied from 10 pm to 4.00 am. He also had clinics and hospitals 
to attend during this period, as well as supervising a work-
shop which specialised in making shoes for leprosy patients. 
Added to all of this Bill at the same time was busily engaged in 
preaching and helping out in the work of God. 

   The long years of study and hardship were rewarded when in 
1974 he topped the graduation class, and graduated as Dr. Wil-
liam Woods, MD. To gain such a degree in a second language 
is no mean feat!  Further specialised training followed in Rio 
de Janeiro for two years where new skills were acquired in oph-
thalmic surgery. He wrote home at this time and said – “For 
a long time I found the surgical part of the course very difficult, 
but many of you prayed. For weeks I trained on pig’s eyes...re-
ally quite sickening at first and I never want to look another pig 
straight in the eye. Today I am grateful for a steady hand and the 
confidence that comes through knowing that we can do all things 
through Him.”

   In the strange providence of God, Dr. Woods was invited by 
the Secretary of Health to take the position as the Co-ordina-
tor of the Leprosy Programme for the whole Acre state. It is 

Bill at an ACRE missionary 
get-together in a home

Heading once again down 
the Amazon in 2009
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In recent months we have been 
encouraged with a local man called 

Pepe. Prayer has been answered and 
since July he has been attending the 
Lord´s Day services and the weekly 

Bible Study. 
He has al-
most finished 
reading J.C. 
Ryle´s com-
mentary on 
the Gospel 
of Matthew. 
Pepe has 
had throat 
cancer and 
has problems 
at home. 
Pray that he 
will see that 

Testimonies from the Elderly
bY rev. lYle boYd Christ is a loving Saviour whose yoke is 

easy and whose burden is light.
   In our continued work with the Book 
Table, we have had good times talking 
to people about the Lord, not only to 
the Spanish but also to the Arab com-
munity. Arabic Bibles have been given 
out and we hope to order more.
   Continue to pray for the radio pro-
grammes. Recently we had two men 
working at our house and one of them 
told us he enjoys the programmes. He is 
disillusioned with the Catholic Church 
and left it thirty years ago. Both men 
were given Christian literature.
   Santiago (James), son of the late Clo-
tilde who was a dear old saint of God, 
has written a biography of his mother´s 
life (see left photo). He gave us a box of 
them to give out in this area, especially 
to people who knew her. Pray that this 
book, which testifies to the grace of God 
in the life of this exceptional woman, 

The 20th of October was an im-
portant date for the Spanish work 

as it marked another mile- stone in 
the progress of the Free Presbyterian 
Church here.  At a special meeting, 
convened by the Presbytery and Mis-
sion Board in the Martyrs’ Memorial 
Church, Dr. Jordi Ruiz was received as a 
missionary into our denomination. The 
Lord’s presence was real and we were 
encouraged by the good turn-out, some 
having driven quite a considerable 
distance. 
There is 
one Scrip-
ture in 
particular 
that sums 
up this 
occasion, 
Ps.126:3– 
“The Lord 
hath done 
great 
things for 

Special Day for 
Missionary

bY rev. john hanna

us; whereof we are glad.”
   We again express our sincere thanks 
to all who pray for us and to those 
who support us financially through the 
Covenant Scheme and the Missionary 
Council. The Lord continues to bless 
our witness in the Gospel. Recently 
there have been an increasing number 
of daily downloads of our services. It 
is a great encouragement to know that 
our witness reaches far beyond our local 
church building. 
   Please continue to pray concerning 
the need to enlarge our premises.  We 
have encountered some legal complica-
tions concerning the building we were 

interested in. The buildings on either 
side of our church would be much bet-
ter, but presently both are rented out. 
Pray that we will know the Lord’s will 
concerning this. 
   Last month our church was sad-
dened due to a family having to move 
to Northern Ireland, because of the 
increasing effect of the economic crisis 
here.  Pray too for others in our church 
who are presently unemployed. In some 
cases our church has had to give finan-
cial assistance. 
Some foreign students who are study-
ing in Madrid have been attending our 
services. This gives an opportunity to 
disciple these believers in the doctrines 
of grace, to the end that they will return 
to their local churches better equipped 
to serve the Lord.
   Finally, please pray with us for the un-
saved who attend the services and also 
that more unsaved will be brought in 
and that God´s people will be built up 
in the faith.

would lead many to her Saviour.
   Some of the elderly of the congrega-
tion have suffered in recent weeks. 
Benita (see photo below), who is nearly 
ninety, fell and hurt her back. She gave 
a very moving testimony in the family 
camp in Antequera in August, of how 
the Lord saved her many years ago. 
Daniel, our youngest son, also gave 
his testimony there. Pray for him as he 
starts his last year at school in Spain 
(D.V), that the Lord would guide him 
as to his future.
   We thank everyone once again for 
your prayers and interest in the work in 
this part of the Lord´s Vineyard.



Prayers That 
Make an Impact

bY rev. angel alvarez

These past weeks have been a real blessing, as we have 
been on deputation this autumn. It has been a time of 

great encouragement to us to know that the people here in 
Ulster and abroad have a burden for the work in Spain and 
are faithfully remembering us in prayer.
   It was quite a new experience for Kelley to get to know all 
the folk and the churches all across the country, as this has 
been her first time on deputation.

Please continue to pray for the church in Alcorcon, as 
well as for our neighbours in Barcience, as we have much 
contact with them. May it please the Lord to save souls in 
Barcience and begin a work for Him there. Remember also 
my mother as she continues to attend the morning services 
in Alcorcon but has not come to trust in Christ as her per-
sonal Saviour.
   I must say that our Christian neighbours in Barcience 
have really felt your prayers being answered while we have 
been here on deputation. One Christian neighbour said: “I 
can really feel the impact of all the prayers from our breth-
ren in Northern Ireland. During these past weeks I have 
had more opportunities than ever to talk with people about 
Christ and to share the Gospel with them”. Brethren, we 
want to thank you all very sincerely for all of your prayers, 
your kind hospitality during our stay in Ulster, and the 
many ways in which you support the work in Spain.
   May the Lord richly bless each of you and “recompense 
thy work, and a full reward be given thee of the LORD God 

of Israel” (Ruth 2 v. 12).

bY dr. jorge ruiz

New Impetus 
in Miranda

The end of the renovation work of the building 
of the church has brought a new impetus to the 
life and work of the congregation in Miranda 

de Ebro. Now the entire complex is continuously open 
with various activities going on. Each day we use the 
meeting-room of the church to home-school our chil-
dren and I work in the pastoral office as well. 
   On Saturday mornings, as a ministry of the church, 
we teach our own children with a group of other 

children from the neighbourhood –two little Polish 
girls, one Ecuadorian girl (daughter of a member of the 
church) and recently two Moroccan children. My wife 
teaches them English and I teach Music. Including our 
own four children we have now a group of nine boys 
and girls, from four to twelve years old. Needless to say, 
it is very amusing for them! 
   The presence of the two Moroccan children was a 
surprise for us and we think that it will be a good op-
portunity to introduce them to the Gospel. Nonethe-
less, their presence in the group produces a situation 
that has to be handled with wisdom. Our aim is also 
to forge good relationships with all the parents and 
even more – to reach entire families. We have been 
encouraged to see that in the last few weeks, and surely 
as a result of the Saturday morning classes, the whole 
family of the Ecuadorian girl attended the Lord’s Day 
morning services. 
   The core group of believers (Domingo, Ángel and 
María) continues attending the services on the Lord’s 
Day. Please pray for their growth and stability in the 
faith and also for the conversion of their unsaved rela-
tives. 
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bY joY gillespie

Greetings once again from Spain and in par-
ticular, Cortijos Nuevos. I thank God for His 
protecting hand since last writing and for op-

portunities to share His message. Thank you for your 
continued prayer and financial support. 
   In September we had a successful outreach, when ten 
young people came to help with the distribution of tracts 
in the neighbouring towns and at the pilgrimage in Cor-
tes. Over four thousand tracts were distributed, but many 
were thrown away. One of the young people wrote in 
his own church magazine, “It is heartbreaking to see the 
darkness that is upon the Spanish people.” Please pray 
for this land that God will not reject it as it has rejected 
God in its false worship. We praise God that we were able 
to witness for Him. I spoke to two ladies who asked for 
copies of the book ‘Ultimate Questions’. Some time later I 
was visiting a friend and her neighbour asked if I was one 
of the people giving out literature at Cortes. She had re-
ceived our literature with the church’s name and address 
on the back. The promise of God is that it “pleased God 
by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.”  
Pray that God will use the printed sermons to reach the 
hearts of these blinded people. I thank the young people 
for coming. They were a great help and encouragement 
to me, and I trust their time in Spain has helped them to 
grow in knowledge and love for the Master.
   The children’s meetings, weekly Bible studies and ladies’ 
meetings have once again commenced. Pray that Chris-
tians will be encouraged and the unsaved challenged 
about their sin and need of a Saviour. Remember also 
the English classes, the tract work at the book tables and 
the door to door work. Pray that as we reach out to the 
people in the village with this wonderful message of hope 
in a world of gloom, that God will send His Spirit to 
convict them of their need of Him.

Dispeling the 
Darkness

Brazil’s smallest state and yet larger than Great Britain. It was 
known as the Leprosy State with eleven out of every thousand 
afflicted with the disease. Dr Woods’s reputation had preced-
ed him and he was judged to be the best man for the job. 

   Little did he know how out of control the disease was in the 
state and how ill-equipped the small team which had been set
up by the government was to deal with it. Convinced it was 
God’s will for his life, Bill set about establishing his leprosy 
programme.  He gained extra space and funding while 
gathering around him a first class team of committed car-
ing people. Progress was slow but new drugs, a programme 
of reconstructive surgery, planned physiotherapy, improved 
facilities, a new awareness of the disease together with Bill’s 
unstinting resolve started to make inroads. His efforts and 
that of his team were so successful that by 1996 the incidence 
of leprosy in the Acre state had fallen to 1.5 patients in every 
thousand. This was a dramatic reversal of a previously des-
perate situation. 

   It is no wonder then in reading through Angel of the Ama-
zon that constant character traits are brought to the fore. To 
mention but a few—single-mindedness, self-sacrifice, devo-
tion, perseverance, humility, zealousness, humorous, encour-
ager, a good sleeper – all of these helped to shape and make 
this remarkable servant of God. 

   It’s worth noting the many awards and generous praise 
which Dr. Woods has received from inside Brazil and from 
our own government when he was awarded the OBE by the 
Queen in 1997 (above photo). These awards or recognitions 
were not his motivation in his work. Bill Woods was moved 
by the love of God to give his life as a young man for service 
for Christ. Out of love for the Master and the souls of the 
lost he was willing to go and give his life for Christ on the 
mission field. The harvest that God has given through Bill 
Woods’ labours in Brazil has now spanned over fifty years in 
time. Thousands of lives have been touched both spiritually 
and physically through the ministry of this humble servant of 
God. 

(Continued from page 9)

(Continued on back page)
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When Paul and 
Mandira Thapa 

took the first children 
into their home in 2003 
people assumed they 
were branching out 
into social work, but 
Paul had a plan that 
reached beyond the 
physical needs of or-
phan children in Nepal. 
He had a vision of them 
becoming missionaries, 
telling Nepalese people 
about the one true God. 
This year the eldest 
three finished second-
ary school and have be-
gun further education. They spent their 
break doing outreach work with one 

of the pastors. 
The home now 
has 23 children 
and the Thapas, 
like George 
Muller of Bristol, 
depend on the 
Lord for all their 
daily needs – 
food, clothing, 
educational and 
medical. 

Paul writes: 
“Greetings to 
you in the Lord’s 
name. I am 
writing to let you 

know a little about the children. They 
are keeping well. They have had a very 
long holiday due to the Hindu Festival. 

“Precious Orphange”—God’s Training Ground
All the children are busy with their 
school studies and are going into the 
second term examinations next month. 
I am trying to help them in the things of 
the Lord every day. We have devotions 
every morning and evening. My sister, 
Priscilla, does some extra activities to 
help the children come to realize their 
need of Christ as their Saviour. The Lord 
has been faithful in providing all our 
spiritual and temporal needs and we are 
sure this will continue, as we trust Him.  
   Special prayer is requested for Kabita, 
who was adopted because her father 
is dead and her mother unable to care 
for her. Her mother is now dying and 
Kabita’s visit to see her will require three 
days walk into China. Please pray for 
her safe return to us. Please keep all my 
children in your prayers. 
In Christ, Paul.”

Update on ...

We would like to thank those who have prayed for us 
over the past months.  We are conscious that the Lord 

is providing for us and protecting us.
   We have now arrived back in Nepal for the second session 
of training in the Bible College. This time we have our own 
accommodation – a new flat in the precincts of the college 
building. The Lord has been very gracious in providing these 
living quarters and they are extremely comfortable and con-
venient.
   On this occasion two extra men are assisting in the teach-
ing of two of the subjects in the college, which is a big help. 
It is, of course, the intention to eventually off-load this work 
completely to the local ministers. 
   The classes have been going well with fifteen men in atten-
dance, which includes four men for the outreach in connec-
tion with the radio work. Let the Bible Speak radio ministry 
has generated so many contacts that the young man who has 
already gone has seen five new churches formed and dozens 
of people coming to Christ. The Lord is certainly blessing His 
cause in this land. 
   Paul Thapa continues to work very hard, lecturing in 
Homiletics as well as doing the radio broadcasts. Five more 

Five Extra Stations 
for LTBS
bY rev. wesleY graham

radio stations are taking the LTBS programmes for two 
days a week, making a total of twenty stations broadcasting 
throughout Nepal, seven of them every day of the week.
   Please continue to pray for us as we teach in the college and 
seek to give direction to the young men. Pray that the col-
lege itself may be kept pure in its doctrine and practice. It is a 
great responsibility to be teaching men to go with the Word 
of God. One mistake on our part has the potential to magnify 
itself a multitude of times.  
   Another matter for prayer is that we might be able to obtain 
a long-term visa in the New Year. The tourist visa we have 
only allows us to stay here 150 days per year.    

Students of Nepal Mission Bible College 
along with instructors Paul and Prakash



We are glad to report that 
we arrived safely back 
in Perth on Thursday, 

7th October, after our time at home 
in Northern Ireland. I was preach-
ing at a special week of meetings to 
mark the 40th anniversary of the 
Clogher Valley Free Presbyterian 

Church, where I was ordained on 
3rd December, 1970. On the Sun-
day evening of that week my heart 
problem reoccurred, and I spent the 
rest of the week in the Lagan Valley 
Hospital in Lisburn. This was a great 
disappointment to me personally 
and to the congregation. I also had 
to change our flight arrangements. 
   We would like to express our deep 
appreciation for the prayers of God’s 
people at that time. I will have to 
have a surgical procedure that hope-
fully will correct this problem. It is 
scheduled for Tuesday, 23rd Novem-
ber. I would request much prayer for 
the church in Perth, as there will be 

significant changes in the work over 
the next few months.
   There is also need for prayer for 
the Children’s Meeting, recently 
begun on a Friday evening.The 
church in Perth really appreciated 
the ministry of Mr. Ryan McKee, 
who filled the pulpit in my absence. 
MrMcKee’s talents were employed 
in commencing the children’s work. 
We have also enjoyed the ministry 
of Mr. Stephen Jameson, an elder 
from Newtownards Free Church 
and a brief visit of Rev. & Mrs. 
Ferguson from London on their way 
through to Tasmania where he will 
supply the pulpit for a few weeks.

Children’s 
Work Begun
bY michael patrick

We are grateful that we can 
say we are settled in and 
very happy to live here in 

Mexico City.  We are in the midst of 
exams, which will finish the first section 
of our intensive language study. We are 
learning and improving much, but it 
is a constant barrier when it comes to 
making connections with people. We 
see this year of language study as very 
important to the ministry as we don’t 
want it to hinder the proclamation 
and furtherance of the Gospel later on. 
We need prayer for perseverance and 

focused minds to not lose track 
of the mission set before us.  
   I have a great opportunity 
preaching at a church here in 
the city that is without a pastor. 
I go every few weeks to preach 
in the evening service. A few 
men of the church have been 
alternating as lay preachers. 
Please pray that the messages 
will be both instructive and en-
couraging to this small group 
of believers.  
   Please do pray for our health. 
We are still adjusting to the 
environment/climate and it can 

make some days rather 
difficult. Also do rejoice 
with us that God has 
provided for all our 
needs so beautifully. He 
has given us more than 
we need and we praise 
Him for it. Some things, 
such as a dryer, are un-
common here in Mexico 
and we feel so blessed to 
have one.  Also pray that 
tracts handed out would 

be the means of bringing men and 
women to the knowledge of salvation. 
   Since we’ve fallen into the routine of 
language study, we’ve thought about 
the places we’ve been, the people we’ve 
met and the churches we’ve visited. 
We remember the handshakes and the 
conversations in homes and all the as-
surances of prayer from young and old. 
Your prayers are so dear to us. It is a 
marvellous thing to be joined together 
in the body of Christ and it warms our 
hearts to think of you all.  

Handshakes and assurances
bY jason boYle

Mexico City is the 3rd largest city in the world, 
the home over 20 million people.
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The summer months saw us busy, 
taking the Gospel to several 

events and into many communities. 
Our literature supplies have been kept 
stocked up and using preaching CDs 
(mostly LTBS radio programmes) we 
have been able to talk to folk about the 
Saviour. On quite a number of occa-
sions Knock Shrine has been visited. It 
is always a good place to go and chat 
to folk. We sit on a low wall about 100 
yards from the main gate and put out 

a small literature display. A set of very 
attractive bookmarkers with lovely an-
imal pictures on them (the “bait”) and 
good, stout Gospel verses (the “hook”) 
prove very effective. One nun liked 
the bookmarker with the verse “By 
grace are ye saved...”  (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
and said that she would put it into her 
prayer book. I thought of Jeremiah 
44:28, where God says that they “shall 
know whose words shall stand, mine, 
or theirs.” Other nuns took some 
for their friends and colleagues. It is 
quite a contrast to go to totally secular 
Dublin where we have had some good 
times, including an impromptu meal 
with a journalist who was interested in 
the subject of Evangelicals. 
   Along with nearly 20 others, we 
were at the Free Presbyterian Church 
witness at the Ploughing Champion-

ships held this year in County Kildare. 
As in other years a whole multitude 
was reached with the Gospel. Nearly 
20,000 calendars with Bible verses and 
tracts were given out and many good 
conversations were held in the mar-
quee over a cup of tea.
   We are preparing for our winter 
work again where our attention is 
concentrated in the border counties 
of Monaghan and Cavan, with the 
occasional trip further afield as the op-
portunity arises. We also continue to 
minister in our churches at home. The 
invitation to take part in the Mission-
ary Council Weekend in October was 
a great encouragement to us. 
   Please continue to pray for the work 
and our family. Thank you for all of 
your faithful support. We know the 
Lord will not fail to bless you for it.

bY colin maxwell

an Effective 
Use of “Bait & 
Hook”

“The Best Thing Ever!”
bY joYce walsh

As I look back over the last few months it is with a 
deep sense of gratitude to God for all the opportu-
nities that I had to present the Gospel to boys and 

girls. Over the summer approximately 90 meetings were 
held. These took the form of Holiday Bible Clubs, Open Airs 
and Camp Ministry. Attendance varied from place to place. 
In some meetings we had over 200 children attending. What 
an encouragement it was to see these children come and 
what a thrill to have the privilege of leading some to trust in 
Christ as Saviour!
   The first day at the meetings in Dromore a wee boy came 
to us and said, “Do you remember me from last year? Do 
you remember I got saved?” How delighted we were to see 
him bright for the Lord.  At Camp the children were given 

the opportunity to share in the final meeting. One young 
girl stood up and said, “I got saved last year and I want to 
tell you kids it’s the best thing ever!” It was thrilling to see 
others who trusted the Lord during the week stand and give 
testimony that they had trusted Christ.
   We rejoice in all that the Lord enabled us to do over the 
summer months and for the young lives that have been 
reached with the Gospel and we praise the Lord for those 
who trusted Christ as Saviour.
   Thank you once again for all your prayerful and financial 
support. It is very much appreciated.  Do continue to pray 
that the Lord will give guidance for the missions to be held 
over the winter months, that I will be in the right place at the 
right time.
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   As a young believer Bill was greatly moved by the song that 
Mrs. Ina Orr sang in her final meetings prior to leaving for 
Brazil.

“Let me burn out for Thee dear Lord, burn and wear out for Thee
Don’t let me rust or my life be a failure my God for Thee,

Use me and all I have dear Lord, And get me so close to Thee
Till I feel the throb of the great heart of God, 

And my life burns out for Thee.”

Bill Woods did not let his life rust out but has sought to burn  
it out for God over these past fifty years. 

I would like to take this opportu-
nity to thank you on behalf of my 
family for your continual prayer-

ful and practical support. We really 
appreciate your help and encourage-
ment as we serve the Lord. Working 
with drug addicts is never easy – they 
promise everything but deliver noth-
ing. This year I’ve felt the hardship 
and burden of this ministry more 
than ever. Yet despite all the difficul-
ties and disappointments, the Lord 
remains faithful –He is no disappoint-
ment.
   We hear very little from Robert 
now, but we still remember him in 
our prayers – praying that the Lord 
will bring him to his senses and that 
he will return to the Saviour. Please 
remember Michael and Robert in your 
prayers. Michael completed 6 months 
of the discipleship program at Gad-
arene Manor Men’s Home, Dublin, 
but failed to complete the 12 month 

BY chris killen

substances that are basically plant 
food. I’ve visited a number of young 
people who’ve been involved in taking 
‘legal highs’ and would ask you to 
remember them in your prayers.

      

   Thank you once again for your sup-
port in 2010. We would like to wish 
you God’s richest blessing for the 
remainder of this year and into 2011.

   I asked Mr. Stephen McAreavey, Secretary of the Youth 
Council,  to summarise the contribution of Dr. Woods’ 
presence at the recent Youth Council Missionary Weekend 
where he spoke.  He said “Dr. Woods’ presence was a high-
light for many young people. They learnt firsthand how God 
can use an ordinary person who surrenders all to Christ to 
do extraordinary things for the furtherance of the Gospel. 
Dr. Woods quoted at the weekend ‘God does not call us to 
do the job we are fit to do; He fits us for the job we are called 
to do.’ His life of service to Christ certainly challenged and 
inspired the young people to do great exploits for their God.”

   I was encouraged to hear from the young people who at-
tended the missionary weekend how Dr. Woods’ ministry 
was an inspiration to them, just as it challenged the youth of 
my own day through. It is quite remarkable that there is now 
a third generation of young people who are still being chal-
lenged and inspired by what God has done in his life and 
through his service. We give thanks for this dear servant of 
God, for all that he has been enabled to accomplish in Brazil 
for Christ, and for the inspiration and encouragement that 
he has been to the church at home. We wish him well for the 
days ahead and assure him of our continued prayers. 

Editor’s Note:  A 40 minute DVD of Bill Woods’ labours in 
Brazil will soon be available and is being offered free of charge. 
There is a limited supply so contact the Mission Board Office 
or Rev. David Park as soon as possible for your copy.    

Speaking at a recent youth meeting in Annalong FPC


