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From the Editor’s Pen
   “What mean ye by these stones?” It was anticipated that this question 
would be asked by the children of those who crossed the River Jordan on dry 
land, with Joshua as their leader. It would give an opportunity to recount the 
great miracle God had performed in stopping the waters of the river, even 
though it was at that time overflowing all its banks. The twelve stones were 
a memorial of their entry to the Promised Land and a monument to the 
faithfulness of God. 
   There are dates on our calendar which are like memorial stones, anniversa-
ries we don’t want to forget. This year, the 60th anniversary of the beginning 
of the Free Presbyterian Church, is an opportunity to look back and marvel 
at what God has done on the mission field over the years. At times we may 
become discouraged and think not much is happening, but the Kingdom of 
God is like the leaven hidden in three measures of meal. It spreads quietly 
and almost unnoticed. On this anniversary, as we take stock of the increase 
we must say, “What hath God wrought!”
   In this anniversary edition we have not gone the usual rounds but have 
concentrated on a few fields. This includes an interesting story from Beas in 
Spain, an overview of the work in Kenya, the story of Precious Orphanage 
in Nepal.  Too late for inclusion in the Orphans page was the latest addition 
to the family, a five year old Nepalese girl found abandoned on the streets 
of Delhi in India.  It is believed her young mother was sold into slavery. The 
child was rescued by a pastor from Nepal and was then adopted by the Rev. 
Thapa. 
    It may be that the Lord will lay it upon the hearts of some Sabbath School 
or Youth Fellowship or even some of our members to sponsor some of the 
children in the Orphanage for their education.  It only takes around £20 per 
month per child to cover their costs. Would you ask the Lord what he would 
have you to do?
   Finally we have introduced our latest Youth Worker and his family, the 
McConnells from our Comber church, on the back page.  There you can 
read of the Lord’s call to Robert to labour among the youth.  Please add them 
to your prayer list.

NEWS ITEMS

Literature — Many thanks again to all who have collected second-hand 
Bibles and books with a special thanks to Trinitarian Bible Society in Lon-
don and the Bible Spreading Union for supplying over 2,000 specially priced 
Bibles. We have two large consignments ready to be shipped to both Kenya 
and Liberia.
 
Generator — Thanks is also due to all who contributed to the purchase of 
a new large generator for the school in Kenya.  Since, due to the great lack of 
rain fall, the electricity is off at the school for some period daily, we decided 
to purchase a new standby generator.  The generator and installation is ex-
pected to cost around £7,000.  To date, we have raised about £6,000 through 
your generous giving. Please pray for rain in Kenya as they have only had 
approximately a week of rain since January.
 
Deputation — Both Gillian Gillespie and Joanne Greer are at home on 
furlough doing deputation meetings. Gillian hopes to return to Kenya 
during June and Joanne hopes to visit the North American churches in the 
Autumn before going to Liberia.
 
Rev Dave DiCanio — Dave has returned to Liberia where he has been 
kept very busy around the various churches.  He has also completely refur-
nished and painted the Bookshop and is now waiting on the new supplies 
coming from both USA and Northern Ireland. 
       



Why we need your prayers...

Recently I received a text mes-
sage from one of our young 
people which read, “Please 

pray for our university because 
young people are losing their lives 
at a high rate. As students we are 
frightened!” Ten students had died 
in the first six weeks of the new 
semester – some through road acci-
dents, the most serious being when 
the university bus crashed while 
transporting students to the funeral 
of another student. One died of 
malaria, another of a drug overdose, 
another due to a failed abortion. 

   How our hearts go out to the 
youth of Kenya, as we think of the 
necessity and urgency for them to 
know and walk with the Lord! Our 
own church young people, who 
achieve their life’s goal to enrol in 
university and who are seeking to 
walk with God, appear quite strange 

as they settle into campus life be-
cause of the lifestyle of their fellow 
students. How easy it is for some 
just to go with the flow. We thank 
God for the few who are enabled 
to live for the Lord in the midst of 
awful sin. Our hearts go out to the 

youth of Kenya as we think of the 
necessity and urgency for them to 
know and walk with the Lord and be 
ready for eternity.  

   Kenya is 
rated fifth in the 
world for road 
carnage and 
number one 
in Africa. The 
majority of road 
accidents are 
caused by buses, 
matatus, (which 
are small Nissan 
vans) and mo-
tor cycles. Poor 
maintenance 
of vehicles, poor roads and careless 
driving are the main causes of these 
accidents. The bodaboda bicycle, 
which had become a popular and 
cheap means of transportation in 
recent times, has been replaced by 
motorcycles. These are speedier but 
more dangerous and we are told that 

on average there are four mo-
torcycle accidents every hour 
in the country. While we do 
thank God for His preserving 
hand upon us all, we do not 
take this for granted. We need 
your daily prayers 
for safety on the 
roads. 

Having expe-
rienced four 
months of 

drought, what rejoic-
ing there was recently 
when the clouds 
opened and God gave 
us rain from heaven! 
The heat and dust are 
now replaced by cooler weather and 

mud, but the forecast for the long 
rains is poor. They say they are to 
be greatly reduced, especially in the 
arid and semi-arid areas. Farmers 
in these areas are being advised to 
concentrate on planting crops which 
are more drought resistant and the 

government is advised by the me-
teorologists to continue its food aid 
to twelve districts in the country. In 
these areas they have already lost 
their animals, and thus their liveli-
hood, and now the government 
seeks to sustain the people through 
food aid. Pray that God will be 
merciful.  

   Tension is rising in the country 
and Kenya is far from stable politi-

bY  margaret russell
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A day to be remembered

Monday 28th March was a day to 
be remembered for the Nepal 

Mission to the Unreached. On that day 
their new church building and Bible 
College was officially opened by the 
Moderator of the Free Presbyterian 
Church, the Rev. Ron Johnstone.  A 
crowd of some 200 people witnessed 
the Rev. Johnstone unveil a plaque and 

then, in true Nepali style, cut the rib-
bon across the front door and declare 
the building open. It was good to have 
in the meeting our missionary from 
India, Ravi Pasupuleti, his wife Neeta 
(see photo right) and his two daugh-
ters. 
   When the people were seated inside 
the church the service proceeded, 
the Rev. Johnstone preaching upon 
various aspects of the Gospel from 
Philippians chapter 1. The commence-
ment of the Annual Conference of the 
Nepal Mission followed the opening. 
The conference is a series of meetings 
held primarily for the pastors and 
leaders and their wives.
   The church and college project has 
been in planning for some three years, 
since the purchase of the land in 2008. 

Planning permission was obtained and 
a suitable design for the building was 
drawn up. Work started at the begin-
ning of 2009 and gradually progressed 
until the moment of completion. 
Through the faithfulness of the Lord 
and the generosity of His people in 
the United Kingdom the building has 
been opened free of debt. This is truly 
remarkable as there were no major 
appeals for money, but, as people saw 
the development of the work, they were 
touched to give.
   The ground floor of the building 
houses the church of which Paul Thapa 
is the pastor. On the first floor is the 
living accommodation for the students 
of the college and on the second floor 
the administration rooms are located 
– an office and a book store. Also on 
this floor is the flat where my wife and I 
reside when in Nepal. On the top floor 
is a single room which is used for the 
lecture hall. The whole construction is 
an excellent facility providing all the 
necessary accommodation for the needs 
of the Kathmandu Church and the 
Bible College. Thanks are due to all the 
churches and individuals who contrib-
uted so generously.

   One matter of concern for the 
believers in Nepal has been the 
lack of a proper translation of the 
Word of God. The only complete 
Bible they possess is a translation 
from the English New Interna-
tional Version. A few years ago the 
Trinitarian Bible Society spon-
sored a reliable translation of the 
New Testament, along with the 
Books of Psalms and Proverbs. 
   For a number of years Mr. 
Thomas Kaufmann from Swit-
zerland has been working on the 
rest of the Bible. He has nearly 
completed this task and is about to 
publish for the first time a sound 
translation of the whole Bible 
in the Nepali language. In the 
providence of God this Bible will 
be published this year – the 400th 
anniversary of the publication of 
the Authorised Version. 
   We hope to be able to supply at 
least 1000 copies of this new trans-
lation to the pastors, leaders and 
workers of the Nepal Mission. The 
exact cost of the Bible has yet to be 
decided, but it should be around 
£3.50. It may be that individuals or 
churches could consider contrib-
uting to the purchase of say 10, 20, 
50 or 100 Bibles.  Please contact 
the Mission Board Office if you are 
interested.

Complete Bible 
for the Nepalese

A Nepalese Bible
Left to right:  Wesley & Carol Graham, Paul 
& Mandira Thapa; Ron & Raema Johnstone; 
Ravi & Neeta Pasupuleti.

New Bible College & Church
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  There are many orphanages in Nepal. 
Thousands of children have lost their 
parents through the Maoist terror cam-
paign of 1996 to 2006, or due to disease 
or accidents. “Precious Orphanage” 
began in 2003, when Paul and Mandira 
Thapa (pictured below) adopted five 
children who had lost either one or 
both parents.

 
   Paul had just begun gospel meet-
ings in his home in Kathmandu. He 
and his wife Mandira lived in a single 
room – all they had was a mat on the 
floor and a bedcover. At first only one 
lady came to worship with them, but as 
time passed others joined them and the 
Kathmandu Church began to take root. 
Paul’s burden was to take the Gospel to 
the villages of Nepal. As he trav-
elled about preaching he saw 
little children, as young as five, 
working in hotels and homes to 
keep themselves alive. If only 
they could have an education, 
learn to read God’s Word and 
hear the way of salvation, what 
a difference it would make to 
their lives! 

   The Thapas’ burden for these 
children grew and within a year 
they had completed the legali-
ties for the first five children for 

adoption—a process which is relatively 
simple in Nepal. Through the generous 
support of a good friend, they were able 
to give these children a much better life 
than before, and they began to ground 
them in the Word of God. Paul was not 
aiming solely to do social work, as with 
an ordinary orphanage. His desire was 
to see the children saved and trained to 
take the Gospel to their own people.

   In 2006 Mr. George McConnell visit-
ed Nepal with Rev. Wesley Graham. By 
that time 11 children (see photo below) 
were living with the Thapa family in 
two rooms, sharing bathroom facilities 
with a number of other families. Mr. 
McConnell returned home and laid the 
need for a building for the orphanage 
before the people. Property in Nepal 
is much cheaper than at home and our 
congregations in Kilkeel and Magh-
erafelt raised enough money over one 
weekend to buy a house which, when 
added to, would meet the need. 

   At this time God was also blessing the 
Nepal Mission to the Unreached, and the 
number of churches across the country 
was growing. Small village churches 
gave of their scanty resources to help 
finance the orphanage, at first with 
perhaps just a bag of rice, and then later 
the Board of the Nepal Mission asked 
them to give 10% of their income to a 
central fund. Some of this money was 
given to the orphanage and the rest was 

used in other areas. With the number 
of children steadily increasing, they still 
had to look to the Lord by faith when it 
came to paying the monthly bills. 

   The orphanage is now supported 
regularly by gifts from home – Paul and 
Mandira are amazed at how the Lord 
has prospered the work since it began 
in that single room in 2003. Today they 
have a spacious home, with 23 children 
in a loving, car-
ing family, with 
“Uncle” (Paul), 
“Aunty” (Mandi-
ra), their two 
natural children, 
Isaac and Sarah, 
and Paul’s sister, 
Priscilla.  Isaac’s 
ambition is to be a 
doctor. He attends 
a school where he is being prepared for 
a career in medicine. Sarah has great 
fun with her big brothers and sisters 
and is looking forward to starting 
school. 

   Recently the fruit of an early 
training has begun to appear, as 
the older children leave school. 
At this time of awakening in 
Nepal, the sails have been set 
to catch the wind of the Spirit. 
These young people are being 
drawn to serve the Lord and are 
being very well received. Please 
pray that they will be strong wit-
nesses for Him, as the Apostle 
Paul urged Timothy, “But contin-
ue thou in the things which thou 
hast learned…” II Tim. 3:14.

Isaac (13) & Sarah (3) Thapa

Priscilla Thapa

The Story of Precious Orphanage
Not Your Ordinary Orphanage
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*Lazarus: 15 
Found working in a motor work-
shop at 7 years of age. Wants to 
be a pastor. Spent 3 weeks in Bible 
College during school holidays.

*Daniel: 12 
Has been helping with Christian 

outreach. Skilled at drawing and 
would like to be an artist.

*Ranjit: 16 
Doing 2-year intermediate uni-
versity studies and outreach work 
with a pastor. Ambition – to be an 
evangelist.

*Manisha: 16 
Would like to be a school teacher. 

Doing intermediate university 
studies and Christian outreach 

work.

*Manish: 16 
Wants to be an evangelist. Doing 
intermediate university studies and 
outreach work with a pastor.

Merina: 15 
At 8 years of age found working as 

a servant. Helps to teach Sunday 
School. Would like to be a staff 

nurse.

Khunsi: 7 
Lost both parents when one year 
old. Would like to be a nurse. 
“Khunsi” is Nepali for “happy”.

Kabita: 14 
When still very young, began 

work as a servant after her father 
died. For the past few months has 

been looking after her mother, 
who is terminally ill.

Manoj: 14 
Adopted when his father died and 

his mother had to work as a ser-
vant. Attended classes in Bible Col-

lege. Wants to be an evangelist.

Kiran: 8 
Both parents died when he was 
very young. Wants to be an engi-
neer.

Bijaya: 14
Comes from Gorkha. Would like to 
be an evangelist. Spent 3 weeks in 
Bible College, showed good prog-

ress in Greek.

Ashish: 11
Interested in becoming a social 
worker.
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Ashma: 12 
Brought to Kathmandu after the 
death of her father. Ambition is to 
be a social worker.

Susma: 15 
Came to live in the orphanage 

when 9 years old. Would like to 
become a social worker.

Elijah: 12 
Has already made up his mind to 
become a pastor.

Suraj: 11
Came from a very poor back-

ground. Wants to be a pastor.

Ameera: 11
Having difficulties at home when 
adopted. Wants to be a school 
teacher.

Martha: 7
Until recently worked in a hotel to 
keep her 4-year old sister. Ambition 
is to be a school teacher..

Jeet: 10 
Came to the home at 7. Would like 
to be an evangelist.

Anusha (Esther): 6 
Orphaned when one year old. A 
relative took her but her situation 
was very troubled. Wants to be a 
nurse.

Jyoti: 9
Name is Nepali for “light”. Ad-

opted from a poor background. 
Would like to be a nurse.

Marium: 4
Sister of Martha, she has settled 
well in the orphanage. Wants to 

be a scientist!

Sangita: 9 
Working in a hotel at 5 years of 
age. Now at school – top of her 
class. Ambition is to be a nurse.

*Indicates that this is one of the original five 
orphans adopted by Paul & Mandira in 2003.

Gifts for the support of the Orphanage 
should be made payable to:
“FPC Mission Board” and marked “Precious 
Orphanage Nepal” on the back of cheques.



  My name is Priscilla (Bindira) Thapa. I came to Kathmandu from the mid-west of Nepal to live with my 
brother, his wife and family when I was 10. I am now 20 and am studying English and Sociology. My day begins 
at 5 a.m. since my classes start at 6 a.m. In Nepal universities begin early and finish early, and we attend 6 
days a week. I walk about a mile to catch my bus.
  The children begin their day at 6.30 a.m., although some of the older ones are already in the kitchen helping 
with the breakfast. They have our traditional Nepalese dish, Daal Bhaat, which is boiled rice, fried chicken and 
pulse.  Before leaving for school they have Devotions, when they sing, read the Bible and pray. Then they put 
on their uniforms and go off to school. The children all attend private schools which provide a good education. My 
niece Sarah is only three, so she stays at home with her Mum. 
  My classes finish at 10 a.m. Two or three times a week I go to the post office to collect our mail. We receive 
letters every week from people who have heard the LTBS programmes on the radio. It is my job to answer 
the letters and send out “New Beginning” booklets.  When I go home I do my homework, so that I have it done 
before school finishes. The children arrive about 4pm and need supervised as they do their homework. Some days 
there are extra things to do so the older girls and I often do our washing in the river on Friday afternoons, 
since school closes early on Fridays. This takes about one and a half to two hours. The children have their 
evening meal at 7 p.m., then their Evening Devotions. I teach them the way of salvation from the Bible. They 
play or do the rest of their homework until it is time for bed. The older ones eat with us at 8pm – as in the 
morning, we have Daal Bhaat.
   I also have to prepare for meetings in the church. I teach Sunday School, sometimes speak at the Women’s 
Meeting or help in the Youth Fellowship or Prayer Meeting on Friday mornings. Sometimes I go to one of the vil-
lages to teach people the Word of God. I don’t go to bed until late – maybe 11 or 12 o’clock, because I have things 
to discuss with my brother about letters from listeners or about the records for the orphanage. I hope to at-
tend the training session for women in the Bible College in April. 
   Below you can see what the original orphanage looked like and what the new one looks like now.  On the 
ground floor you will find our dining room, kitchen, bathroom and two of the boys’ rooms. On the first floor 
there are two girls’ rooms, and another bedroom and bathroom. When you reach the second floor you have come 
to the rooms where the my brother Paul and family lives.  In Paul’s office you will see a recording studio where 
he prepares programmes for LTBS. On the top floor is my room! The orphanage licence must be renewed each 
year and government inspectors visit every 4-6 months to check our records. 
   Thank you for praying for us and supporting us!

Life at the Orphanage

Priscilla
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(Why we need your prayers...
Con’t from page 3)

cally. The next general elections, due 
at the end of 2012, will soon be upon 
us. Six prominent Kenyan figures, 
some in high levels of government, 
have been summoned to appear 
before the International Criminal 
Court in The Hague to be tried for 
crimes committed against human-
ity during the post-election violence 
in 2008. This has produced a strong 
reaction amongst the Kenyan people, 
who are severely divided over the 
issue. Many support the decision of 
the ICC, claiming that it is the only 
way justice will be done, while others 
vehemently oppose it, stating that the 
selection of names is political and 
that these men are merely scapegoats. 
Tribal animosity deepens! We need 
your prayers that God will keep His 

hand upon the country in the com-
ing months.

   In the midst of these difficulties 
the work of the Lord continues and 
we are thankful for many answers 
to prayer. Last year’s examination 
results in the Christian Academy for 
both primary and secondary stu-
dents were encouraging. In what is 
now known as the County of Pokot, 
we are rated fifth out of thirty-two 
secondary schools and fifth out of 
over three hundred primary schools. 
We still have a lot to do to be rated 
nationally, but with God’s help we 
will make it. We are thankful that, 
while there is little encouragement 
from the Ministry of Education for 

private schools, 
God’s Name has 
been honoured. 
   We often think of 
those students who 
have left us and we 
are thankful for the 
opportunity God 
gave us to influ-
ence their lives. We 
pray that God will 
go before them, 
keeping his pre-
serving hand upon 
them and give us 
fruit that will remain amongst them. 

   Now we face the fresh challenge 
of preparing this year’s primary and 
secondary classes for national ex-
ams in October and November. The 
school has many financial needs but 
its greatest need, which is ever before 
us, is the hearts and souls of the chil-

dren. Pray that Christ 
will be formed in the 
lives of both staff and 
students. For the past 
few weeks we have 
been enjoying the 
company of Anna 
McLaughin from 
our Sandown Road 
congregation. She is 
on her gap year and 
is teaching Art, Craft 
and English in the 
Primary Department 
of the Academy. Her 

help has also been very welcome in 
the preparation of Sunday School 
prizes.

   Another year has ended 
in our BCFC Sunday 
School programme. After 
the annual examinations 
are completed, prizes will 
be prepared for up to two 
thousand children attend-
ing thirty Sunday Schools. 
Unfortunately only fifty 
per cent of these children 
attend faithfully, while 
others come and go. Many 
get little encouragement 
at home to come regu-

larly. Twenty three special parents’ 
meetings will be held in April. We 
would ask you to pray much that, as 
special visitation is done and special 
programmes for these meetings pre-
pared, God will visit us with power 
and blessing. In the past we have 
rejoiced in the salvation of souls in 
these meetings. May it be so this year.

   The work in the local churches and 
outreach works of the Bible Christian 
Faith Church goes on from week 
to week. At the moment there are 
thirteen men serving God as min-
isters, pastors or evangelists. These 
men need your earnest prayers as 
they fulfil the grave responsibility of 
overseeing and pastoring the flock of 
God and reaching out to many who 
are dying in sin. Pray that God will 
deepen their burden and increase 
their vision for the extension of God’s 
Kingdom in Kenya.    
 
   In our Bookshops the last few 
months have been good for business 
and as a result the shops will be able 
to pay the heavy bill for six months 
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   The Psalmist exclaims “O give thanks 
unto the Lord: for he is good: for his 
mercy endureth forever.” (Ps. 136:1) 
This verse of scripture eloquently ex-
presses our thoughts as we consider 
the work of the Lord in Port Lin-
coln over the past few months.
   The month of December was 
particularly encouraging, with a 
number of visitors present at vari-
ous services. Our regular Friday 
night youth work held its end of 
year meeting with a number of 
parents in attendance.  This was an 
answer to prayer and an encourage-
ment to the workers who faithfully 
give of their talents and time to 
evangelise the children. It was good 

to see such a number who are normally 
strangers to our services sitting under 
the sound of the Gospel.
   Our most successful (at least outward-
ly) evangelistic venture of the past few 
months, however, was a family orien-
tated service which we held towards the 
end of December on a Sunday evening. 
Five hundred invitations were distrib-
uted in the area surrounding the Port 
Lincoln Church and the members were 
also diligent in inviting friends and 
family to the service. We were delighted 

to have both our largest number of 
visitors to any one service and our best 
attended meeting of the year. It was 
pleasing to see some people who had 
formerly attended the services come 
back for that service.
In January I had the very great privilege 
of baptizing three adult believers who 
regularly attend our services. On a hot 
Sabbath afternoon, in temperatures 
exceeding 40 degrees centigrade, a good 
number from our congregation made 

their way down to the local beach 
for this service. It was a very blessed 
time, both for those who went 
through the waters of baptism and 
for those who attended the service. 
It was also a witness to others who 
were on the beach.
As for ourselves, we have been 
blessed in recent months with the 
birth of our second son, Toby, who 
is a much loved and lively addition 
to the family (and as far as we know 
the first Aussie member of the Hall 
clan). All in all, the Lord has been 
very good.

“God giveth 
the increase.”
bY ian hall

rent, due at the beginning of April. 
We are thankful to God for the or-
ders for Bibles which we are receiv-
ing. What a privilege it is to be able 
to put the Word of God within the 
reach of many! We are seeking to 
establish a book-table in Kakamega 

and these first months of the year 
have been encouraging. It is good to 
hear that one man is coming from 
the city of Kisumu, one hour’s drive 

away, to buy some Bibles. 
Pray that God will 
be pleased to use this 
ministry as an effective 
outreach for the Gospel 
and to the edification 
of many of the Lord’s 

people. These 
first months 
of the year are 
normally the 
better months 
but now we 
face the lean 
months!  

   When we look around 
us in Kenya we often be-
come discouraged, but we 
remind ourselves of the 
need to look to the Lord. 

Our prayer is as Ezra’s was, “...that 
the Lord would give us a little reviv-
ing in our bondage” (trouble ).  May 
the Lord help us, his servants, both 

National and Missionary, to seek His 
face; may He revive our hearts, and 
as a result may we see a real separa-
tion of the Lord’s people unto the 
Gospel in Kenya. We do thank you 
sincerely for how you have stood 
with us in the past, praying and giv-
ing support to the cause of Christ in 
this land and do ask you to continue 
earnestly upholding us at the Throne 
of Grace, that we may know the 
good hand of the Lord upon us.

Ian, Jennifer, Christopher & Toby  
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Clotilde Pérez Saavedra was born 
into a humble, hard working, 
Roman Catholic family in the 

year 1912 in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
Her parents were of Spanish descent 
and had been forced to emigrate to 
South America because of difficult 
times in their native country, Spain. 
They lived a simple existence, rais-
ing goats and sheep, but due to illness 
in the family, they returned to their 

homeland and 
continued their 
struggle to sur-
vive the harsh-
ness around 
them.
   At the age 
of 16, Clotilde 
headed to the 
city of Barce-
lona in search 
of work, and 
in 1929 mar-

ried Salvador Martinez, a soldier in the 
Civil Guard. It was not until 1935 that 
she heard the Gospel for the first time 
from a friend, and without hesitation, 
she believed on the Lord Jesus Christ as 
her Saviour, and enlisted in His service, 
never to look back. Her Argentinian 
voice could be heard along the streets 
and pathways, singing His praises and 
speaking of the One who loved her, and 
who, by His Spirit, called her out of the 
darkness of Rome and idolatry into His 
marvellous light.     
   When the Spanish Civil War ended in 
1939, Clotilde and her family moved to 
the picturesque village of Hornos, built 
high on a rock in the Sierra de Segura. 
It was here that she was to suffer much 
for the sake of the gospel, and where 
her sisters-in-law, Ramona and Trini-
dad, declared war against her beliefs.
Due to the early death of her husband, 
Clotilde was left as a young widow to 
rear her three children in the aftermath 

Clotilde Perez – a Miracle of Grace
bY lYle boYd of the civil war, with much hunger and 

scarcity of food. Her sisters-in-law con-
vinced her to let her 
two younger children 
go to a town approxi-
mately 30 miles away 
to be educated. Her 
daughter was to stay in 
the convent with one 
of the sisters-in-law 
who was a nun, and 
her young son in the 
Jesuit college close by. 
After a few months 
Clotilde received bad 
news. The nun in-
formed her that her 
daughter was now 
under the protection 
of minors because the child’s mother 
was a Protestant. Thus began a long and 
painful process of trying to recuperate 
her children.
   Clotilde got in contact with a pastor 
in Valdepeñas, Mr D.E. Brown, who 
in turn travelled to the capital of the 
Province of Jaen to inform the au-
thorities what had happened – a mother 
had been robbed of her children, just 
because she was an Evangelical Chris-
tian. Were they not violating her human 
rights? Letters were written on Clotilde’s 
behalf but as time passed by, nothing 
was forthcoming.
   The British Embassy in Madrid ad-
vised Pastor Brown to present further 
documentation to the Director of 
Minors in Jaen, demonstrating the ex-

emplary character of Clotilde, not only 
as an upright citizen but also as a very 

trustworthy and diligent employee in 
the local Post Office. The more Clotilde 
fought for her children, the more her 
sister-in-law spewed out threats. 
   After much prayer, paperwork and 
tears, the happy day arrived when 
Clotilde and her eldest son were able to 
bring home the two younger children. 
The way back to their village was long 
and tedious. The darkness of the night 
made it difficult for them to walk and 
see where they were treading, but to 
their surprise, a dog appeared from 
nowhere and led them to the very door 
of their home. She entered to get some 
food for the dog, but when she came 
out the animal was gone, never to be 
seen by her again. 
   Adversity with the sisters-in-law did 
not stop there. Because Clotilde pos-
sessed “heretical” literature in her home 
and did not practise mass with her fam-
ily, they reported her to the local priest. 
In those days during the dictatorship 
of Franco, the Roman Catholic Church 
had a lot of power.  The priest, accom-
panied by the Civil Guard arrived at her 
house and retrieved all the Christian 
books that they could get their hands 
on, burning them in the street. 

The Village of Hornos

Clotilde with Her Family
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   Clotilde was a true believer who had 
experienced many trials and afflictions, 
and who had been disciplined by God 
to be of use in His vineyard. As Susan-
nah Spurgeon once said, “When the fire 
of affliction draws songs of praise from 
us, then indeed are we purified, and 
our God is glorified…. Singing in the 
fire! Yes! God helping us, if that is the 
only way to get harmony out of these 
hard apathetic hearts, let the furnace be 
heated seven times hotter than before.”  
   Clotilde lived out her faith, open-
ing her home to all and helping those 
who were in need.  On one occasion, 
a woman arrived at Hornos 
barefooted because of some 
religious oath she had made, 
but after being witnessed to by 
Clotilde, she, like the Ethiopian 
Eunuch, went home rejoicing 
after learning of the love of 
Christ. 
   The window of Clotilde’s 
humble abode always displayed 
various texts of Scripture, and 
even during her final days in 
the village, she continued to 
witness to those around her. 
Many times she said, “If only I 
had four wheels, I would spread 

the Gospel in all of these little towns.” 
She was determined to know nothing 
among them, “save Jesus Christ and 
Him crucified.” What an inspiration she 
was to us all! 
   She also had the opportunity of 
showing acts of kindness and mercy to 
the enemies of her own household by 
caring for them during illness. The nun, 
Trinidad, who suffered from cancer 
in later life, confessed that the treat-
ment she received from the nuns in the 
hospital was deplorable, the opposite of 
what she had received from Clotilde.
It was Clotilde’s earnest desire to be 
buried in her little town of Hornos, 
so that the Word of God would be 
inscribed on her gravestone, bearing 

witness to her faith long after her death. 
But this was not to be. The time came 
when she could no longer live on her 
own, and she had to leave her beloved 
village to end her days with her family. 
Last year her son wrote and published 
his biography entitled “Jesus, Mi Sal-
vador” (Jesus, My Saviour). It is a book 
that speaks about his family, especially 
his mother, but most of all, it exalts and 
glorifies his blessed Saviour. He sent 
two boxes of the books to be distributed 
among friends and families in the area 
of the Sierra, but primarily, to be given 
to Clotilde’s neighbours in her little 
town of Hornos. 
   Today a box can be found in her old 
dwelling place which was renovated in 

recent years for rural tourism 
by her granddaughter. It is her 
son’s desire that visiting tourists 
would know something of the 
testimony of his mother and of 
their Saviour.
Had Clotilde read that book 
written by her son, and known 
that one of the local church 
members, Ana, was to move 
permanently to the little town 
of Hornos de Segura, she would 
have rejoiced in knowing that 
the tiny flame she had once lit 
would still today be burning to 
the glory of God.Clotilde (1st row far right) at Church

(Clotilde — Con’t from pg. 11)

   Back in 2005, I first felt the call of 
God to go into full time service as 
a children’s evangelist.  I had been 
working for nearly twenty years in the 
motor industry. I was married and had 
a lovely home and was well settled into 
the normal routine of family life. For 
other people looking on, this seemingly 
sudden change of direction in my life 
may have appeared very strange. For 
me, however, it was not at all strange. 
Children’s work was something I’d 
always been involved in and something 
which I thoroughly enjoyed. As far as I 

was concerned it was a natural progres-
sion to move from serving the Lord in a 
part time capacity to serving Him more 
fully. 
   After graduating from the Whitefield 
College of the Bible I was accepted by 
the Mission Board in December 2009 
to work under them as a full time child 
evangelist here in Northern Ireland, 
if there was a consensus from among 
our people to support such an endea-
vour.  Much of my time since then has 
been spent going around many of the 
churches doing deputation meetings to 
report on the work we are doing, to cre-
ate a prayerful interest and to gather the 
necessary support to sustain us in the 
work. Do please continue to remember 
us at this time, as we wait on the Lord 
to fully open this door of service.
   As you think upon the work of child 
evangelism always remember that our 

children are the only earthly posses-
sions we can take with us to glory. 
There is a little verse in III John (verse 
4) that says, “I have no greater joy than 
to hear that my children walk in truth.” 
Oh that such a sentiment would be 
expressed for the many, many children 
still unreached – even in our own wee 
province of Northern Ireland!

Testimony of new 
children’s worker
bY robert mcconnell

The McConnell Family:
Sarah, Robert, Esther and Daniel


