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From the Editor’s Pen
   In the world the Christian worker has many obstacles to overcome. 
They may present themselves in various forms – materialism, secu-
larism, indifference, opposition or adverse circumstances. But God 
has encouragement for His people, no matter what challenges come 
our way. He says, “Be not weary in well-doing,” and let not gloomy 
thoughts “quench the Spirit.” In this edition of Harvest Times our 
missionaries testify to the progress of the Gospel, despite difficult cir-
cumstances and personal weakness. 

   Our main feature recalls the life and witness of the chairman of 
the Mission Board who has recently retired – Rev. David McIlveen, 
who has given many years of faithful leadership and direction. We 
also rejoice to learn of the growth of the witness at the Ploughing 
Championships and praise God for rain, food and electricity for the 
Kenyan children. You will read of the youth of our church giving up 
their time and effort, of two elderly Christian ladies’ witness, of new 
outreach works and conversions and of the blessing of natural growth 
in church families.  

   Economic difficulties still face Kenyan parents and tragedies in Ne-
pal give urgency to the work there. We prayerfully follow the progress 
of our out-going missionary to Liberia, Joanne Greer, and continue to 
remember Rev. John Hanna as he recovers from surgery.   

   And finally, as we reach the end of another year, we wish to thank 
all who supported the work in daily prayer and all who, by their gifts 
large or small, under God, enabled the work to continue.  To those of 
you who sent cash or paid by cheque or standing order into our bank; 
to all who signed a tax declaration, enabling us to claim back the tax; 
to those who use the boxes or give through the regular offerings and 
to the many who sent in special gifts for the various appeals made 
during the year, the Mission Board, on behalf of all our missionaries, 
says, “Thank You!”

   We are very thankful for the labours of Rev. John Wagner 
who, for the last 8 years, has done the layout and design 
work for the Harvest Times. This has been a labour of love 
carried on by him free of charge.  He was recently appointed 
as the general editor of the new Current magazine of the FPC 
of N. America which will be launched, God willing, in January 
of 2012.  Regretfully, he will no longer be able to produce the 
Harvest Times due to time constraints.  Therefore we are 
looking for someone with similar skills to help us in the future 
with this magazine.  Ability to work with Adobe InDesign and 
Photoshop is a must. If you feel that you can serve the Lord 
in this way, please contact the Mission Board Office.

HELP WANTED
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   The work of the Christian Acad-
emy and our fourteen satellite nurs-
ery schools continues by the grace 
of God. This has been a difficult 
year for Kenyans financially and we 
are especially grateful to all those 
who have contributed funds to our 
food programme and to the pur-
chase of our new generator. Both 
have greatly assisted to ensure the 

No hunger...no 
blackouts!
noreen mcafee

margaret russell

SeriouS ChallengeS ahead

smooth running of the school. As 
the children here say, ‘We have not 
slept hungry and we have no more 
blackouts!’ A big thank you from 
them and us!  
    As I write we are still waiting for 
more than half of our students to 
clear this year’s school fees and we 
have only five weeks remaining until 
the end of term. Pray earnestly that 
parents would find the resources to 
complete the payments otherwise 
they shall be forced to surrender 
their places in January.
    Examinations are on in all classes 
and we would greatly value your 
prayers, especially for the Form Four 

and Standard Eight students who are 
sitting for national examinations. It is 
our desire that Christ would be glori-
fied in all that we say and do.
    The great spiritual need of our 
staff and students remains a priority 

   As a team of God’s servants, both national and mis-
sionary, we continue to experience God’s grace and 
help in difficult times. Kenya was quite removed from 
the financial crisis which hit the western 
world in 2008. 
   But 2011 has seen great change, the 
majority of Kenyans now knowing 
what a financial crisis is! Within 
a year inflation has risen from 
3.49% to 17.32%!  Basic com-
modities are now out of the 
reach of many. The Kenyan cur-
rency, the Shilling, is ranked as 
Africa’s worst performer, after 
the Ugandan Shilling.  The gov-
ernment is making concerted 
efforts to stabilise it. 
   Kenya is also facing a serious 
challenge on its border with So-
malia and, after much incitement by 
the Al Shabab, they have ‘gone to war’, 
pushing back this extremist Islamic group 
from their border. There are many Somali ref-
ugees in Kenya and we ask you to pray for security 
within the country. We are thankful that our work is 
not near these border areas.  

   In spite of all the difficulties, we express our grati-
tude to God for the provision of rain, particularly in 
light of the awful famine in the Horn of Africa. We 

value your prayers for the people as they 
bring in the harvest, which is so vital for 

their survival. Heavy rains and theft 
of maize is making this difficult!  

   It has been a good year for wed-
dings in BCFC. We have prayed 
much that our youth would 
marry in the Christian way. 
Particularly we rejoice in the 
marriage of two of our pastors, 
one took place in June and the 
other is planned for Decem-
ber. 

    As a missionary team we have 
been greatly exercised to pray 

for the ministry in the pulpits of 
BCFC, and we ask you to do the 

same. Pray that God will anoint all 
who handle His Truth and that He will 

also raise up men to fill the vacant pulpits. 
Pray also for God’s healing touch upon His servant, 
Rev. Nathaniel Kendagor, who has some health prob-
lems.

New Generator

(Continued on p. 11)



Disciples Despite 
the Difficulties

    Many of the ladies who attend the little church in 
Nyaporo do not have an easy life. A number of them are 
going through various trials and I know that they would 
value your prayer support. One lady’s husband is due in 
court for offences against the Authorities. She is a moth-
er of eight. Mary, another of our ladies, loves the Lord 
and is due to give birth at the beginning of November 
to her fourth child. Her husband has a very bad drink 
problem. It is hard to raise a family when the money she 
needs for food is used up in this way. 
    We have a couple of ladies (below) who are co-wives 
(their husbands are polygamists), and these homes are 

never happy. Pray 
for these women 
that God would 
enable them to 
live godly lives 
in such difficult 
circumstances. 
Then there are 
our widows, two 
of whom have 

lost their husbands to AIDS. Thankfully these ladies are 
enjoying good health.  Please pray for all the ladies who 
attend our Friday afternoon meetings, as they endeav-
our to go on with the Lord. 
    The 29th November – 3rd December are the dates of 
this year’s Teens Camp. Pray for the preparation of the 
hearts of our teenagers (13-17 year olds).  Last year God 
blessed with the salvation of four teenagers. This year we 
long for much more than this. We also need more teach-
ers to take up the challenge of breaking the Bread of Life 
to the teens each Lord’s Day morning.

   In December we also hope to have two Five Day Clubs, 
one at the church as usual and another at the home of 
one of the church members. Thank you for praying with 
us and for us, as we labour in Nyaporo, Mumias.

gillian gillespie

    I was grateful for the opportunity to visit with 
family during the month of August. It was a special 
time of blessing to catch up with all the changes in 
the lives of loved ones. My niece is planning to go 
with her husband to Uganda in January and I am 
hoping they will be able to visit Kenya as well.
    We rejoice that the Lord has enabled us once again 
to pay the rent for the book shops for the next six 
months, both in Kitale and Makutano. Recent days 
have seen some changes in bookshop personnel. Pa-
mela, a young lady who had been with us for a num-
ber of years, was married this August and now plans 
to help her husband in his business. George, a tem-
porary employee awaiting an opening at University, 
has now been accepted and is in Nairobi beginning 
his studies. 
    We welcome two new members of our bookshop 
staff—Ebby is one of our Kitale ladies who is active 
in Sunday School, Women’s Meetings, Choir and 

Piano lessons, while Samwell is a recent university 
graduate and is working with us on a temporary ba-
sis as he looks for permanent employment. Please 
continue to pray for the ongoing usefulness of this 
ministry. 
    I was able to obtain another supply of AV Bibles 
in Nairobi, as well as a number of books. Success 
cards for the examination students are a big seller at 
this particular time. Do remember these students in 
prayer. It can be a very stressful time for them.
   Another aspect of the book ministry is our Bible 
College Library. It was a joy to hear recently that the 
wife of one of our pastors is making use of the li-
brary materials.

New 
Staff for 
bookShop

kathy walker
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Born Blind & Born Again
One of the students who 
trained in the Nepal Mis-
sion Bible College is Punya. 
Unlike the other students, 
he has never seen the high 
mountains of his homeland, 
because he was born blind. 
He relates his story below.

    I was brought up near the 
Indian border, about 450 ki-
lometres from Kathmandu. 
A teacher came to our vil-
lage school and taught me 
Braille and after one year 
I had learned how to read 
and write in Braille. On finishing 
High School I came to Kathmandu 
for further study. I had been given 
a scholarship for six months’ train-
ing in English Language, Computers 
and Office Management. I obtained a 
place in university and am now in my 
second year of a B.Ed. degree.  
    There was a girl in my class who 
was a Christian. She witnessed to me 
about the Lord, but I had been taught 

that Christian people were lower 
class, so I hated the Christian reli-
gion. Once when I was sick, this girl 
and her sister came to visit me. They 
showed me that Christians really care 
for others. I began to see that Chris-
tianity was a better religion than my 
religion. I attended the Youth Fellow-
ship in the Kathmandu Church and 
heard about the true way. I heard that 
it was wrong to worship the Hindu 
gods, that they were false. The sec-

ond time I went to the church 
service they were having the 
Lord’s Supper. Paul was ex-
plaining about the Cross and 
suddenly I knew it was true, 
that Christ is the only Saviour, 
and that all the other things 
I was doing were leading me 
the wrong way. That day I ac-
cepted Christ as my Saviour. 
    In 2009 I married the girl 
from my class and we now 
have a son called Amos. Since 
I have this new life in Christ, 
I want other blind people to 
hear the Gospel. In Bible Col-

lege I learned many things which 
have helped to put away my doubts. 
The training has helped me to grow 
in grace and I am planning to have 
some tracts printed in Braille. I want 
other blind people to hear, “For God 
so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” John 3:16.

   Our return to the Bible College in 
Kathmandu was quite dramatic. We 
were only here a few days when the 
country was hit by an earthquake – 
6.8 on the Richter scale.  Although 
the epicenter was about a hundred 
miles away, our building shook and 
everybody quickly evacuated. We are 
thankful to the Lord for His preser-
vation of both people and property. 
It makes us realize how much we de-
pend on God’s mercy. 
    The work of the college is going 
on steadily, with a group of twelve la-
dies having just finished the course. 
Another twelve men have just begun 
the training, which will take us to the 

middle of December. It is wonderful 
to see some of these men, converted 
in the past few months, undertak-
ing this training to 
fit them for their 
ministries. It is 
hoped that next 
year the course 
will be extended 
from eight weeks 
to twelve weeks, 
thus increasing the 
opportunity for in-
struction.
   The work of the 
Nepal Mission 
continues, with 

many people being contacted in the 
villages. Recently a pastor asked for 
prayer for eleven people who have 
been converted in the past few weeks. 
Another source of encouragement is 
that two of the young men from the 

Dependent on God’s Mercy
wesley graham

(Continued on p. 13)
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October 29, 2011, was a bittersweet day for the 
400 people who attended the dinner orga-
nized by Sandown Free Presbyterian Church 

to mark the retirement of their minister, Rev. David 
McIlveen. It was a sweet occasion, as it gave every seg-
ment of the congregation an opportunity to recall with 
gratitude to God the faithful ministry of their pas-
tor over a period of 43 years. It was a bitter occasion, 
for now at last had arrived the time they had all been 
dreading for two years since Mr. McIlveen first made 
known his intention to retire.
    Mr. McIlveen was much more than the pastor of our 
Sandown congregation. He had a long established min-
istry in the wider church and served the denomination 
well, especially in the field of missionary work. The 
missionary connection was emphasized at his retire-
ment dinner by speeches and presentations from the 
Mission Board, our serving missionaries and the Mis-

sionary Council. Speaking for the Mission Board, Rev. 
Ian Harris, who succeeded Mr. McIlveen as Chairman, 
praised his gracious leadership style and wise counsel. 
    Referring to his own time of service in Kenya, Mr. 
Harris recalled Mr. McIlveen’s visits: “As a family, we 
always enjoyed our brother’s visits with us. His preach-
ing was always encouraging to the people in Kitale and 
strengthening to the saints of God there. His table ten-
nis skills were a challenge, even to the youngest mem-
bers of the family. And, of course, he always enjoyed 
the soup, good chicken soup!” This remark brought 
howls of laughter from the congregation, which had 
just heard Dr. John Douglas recount a visit to Kenya 

when Mr. McIlveen discovered a chicken feather in his 
soup. Worrying that perhaps the fowl had been placed 
whole into the pot, David decided to get rid of the soup. 
Fortunately for him he was seated just beside a window 
(one without glass), through which he duly deposited 
the offending liquid. Unfortunately for him, he failed 
to notice the top of a man’s hat just under the window 
sill—the poor man who was sitting there quietly enjoy-
ing his lunch must have been astonished at soup falling 
apparently from on high on top of his hat!
    Mr. Harris recounted how Mr. McIlveen had served 
on the Mission Board since its inception in 1974 and 
had served for some 32 years as its Convenor/Chair-
man until he retired from that position in September 
2011. Mr. George McConnell, Chairman of the Mis-
sionary Council and the Presbytery’s Missionary Of-
ficer, joined Mr. Harris in praising Mr. McIlveen’s dedi-
cation to the Church’s missionary work and personally 
thanked him for his years of friendship and fellow-
ship as they laboured together for the advancement of 
Christ’s kingdom in various parts of the world. 
    Our missionaries join to testify that during the years 
of his leadership Mr. McIlveen gave unstinting support 
and untiring service to the missionary cause and that 
he did it in a self-effacing way. So his retirement would 
seem to be a good time to acknowledge his labour of 
love on the Mission Board and to record our gratitude 
to the Lord for all He accomplished through His ser-
vant.  
    David McIlveen was saved at the age of fifteen and 
started attending Ravenhill Free Presbyterian Church 
two years later, becoming a member in 1966. The very 
next year he felt the Lord’s call to the Free Presbyterian 
ministry and spoke to Dr. Paisley about it. At that time 
our Sandown congregation was in its infancy and Dr. 
Paisley asked David to take on the task of preaching and 
pastoring, even before he had applied to the Presbytery 
and while he continued with his secular job. When in 
1969 he formally applied to the Presbytery to be ac-
cepted for training for the ministry, he was accepted 
and placed in Sandown as the student minister. Not 
surprisingly, when he graduated from the Theological 
Hall in 1972, he received a call from the Sandown con-
gregation. He accepted the call and despite receiving 
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Rev. McIlveen with Mr. G. McConnell
First trip to Nairobi, 1982
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Meeting of Missionary Council
Sandown Road, 1987

various invita-
tions from other 
congregations, 
he remained 
there through-
out his entire 
ministry. 
    From the be-
ginning of his 
ministry he had 
a keen interest 
in missionary 
work and so 
serving on the 
Mission Board 
was something 
he welcomed. 

As Chairman, 
he was called on 

to make frequent trips abroad to bring first-hand help 
and guidance to our missionaries in the field. His first 
such journey for the Board was to Spain to formalize 
arrangements for Rev. John Hanna to serve with the 
Reformed Presbyterian Church there. Over the years 
he has been back to Spain on many occasions and has 
maintained a deep interest in the works in Alcorcon, 
Beas de Segura and more recently in Miranda de Ebro. 
Mr. Hanna speaks very highly of his wise insights and 
his practical support of the work in Spain. For his part, 
Mr. McIlveen looks on the progress of Mr. Hanna’s 
work in Spain as something of a miracle, for the Lord 
has certainly blessed it abundantly.
    A year after the death in 1981 of Miss Margaret 
Armstrong, who had served the Lord in Kenya before 
joining the Free Presbyterian Church and who intro-
duced us to Nathaniel Kendagor, Mr. McIlveen and 
Mr. George McConnell visited Kenya to assess the 
situation and advise the Mission Board about the pos-
sibility of entering into a special working relationship 
with the Bible Christian Faith Church. Both men saw 
at once that such a relationship would greatly benefit 
the Lord’s work in the West Pokot area and so brought 

a very favourable report. 
    From that small beginning our extensive work in 
Kenya developed. When the Mission Board commis-
sioned Miss Margaret Russell to serve in Kenya it com-
menced what was to become a major missionary inter-
est for the Free Church. It meant that Mr. McIlveen 
would make many trips to Kenya, the most difficult of 
which was in 1994 when he went as part of a delegation 
from our Presbytery and preached at the funeral ser-
vice for Nathaniel Kendagor’s sister Ruth and nephew 
Isaac, who had been murdered by a band of assassins 
who had actually intended to kill Nathaniel. Out of 
such trials Mr. McIlveen and the Mission Board devel-
oped deep bonds of friendship and fellowship with the 
Kenyan brethren.
    Our missionaries in Kenya speak very appreciatively 
of their Chairman’s ministry to them. Each of them re-

calls his words of encouragement when they applied to 
the Board and the messages he preached at their fare-
well services. While standing a little in awe of him as 
the Board’s chairman, they found him an easy house 
guest—though Miss Russell says she was glad that 
when he continued his usual practice of early rising he 
didn’t demand his hostess’s presence at his 4.00 a.m. 
devotions!  Summing up his ministry to the missionar-
ies she says:
“Over the years we have appreciated his help in the 
work of God in Kenya, particularly when dealing 
with difficult issues. On such occasions he displayed 
his knack for navigating troubled waters!  His    pres-
ence brings a sense of calm and strength and he always 
seems to have just the right word to comfort, encour-
age or ease the situation.  As Chairman of our Mission 
Board he has always taken a keen practical interest in 
the work of each missionary.”  
    Mr. McIlveen’s interest in Africa extended beyond 
Kenya. He was and is deeply interested in the Lord’s 
work in Cameroon, where the Board was able to col-
laborate for a time with the Orthodox Presbyterian 
Church of Cameroon. With Dr. Paisley, Mr. McIlveen Rev. McIlveen with Debbie Nichols & John Hanna, Spain

Rev. McIlveen with Rev. J. Hartin, 
Joy Gillispie & Margaret Russell



had the opportunity of preaching at some great Bible 
conferences in Cameroon. For a time we were able to 
help the work there through the ministries of Mr. and 
Mrs. Mervyn Steenson and Mr. and Mrs. Cyril John-
ston and though we no longer have missionaries serv-
ing there, the Cameroon brethren maintain friendly 
contact with Mr. McIlveen.  
    India is another field to which he has travelled on a 
number of occasions. He has had a long standing in-
terest in the work of the late Dr. Jacob Chelli and, of 
course, in the ministry of Mr. Ravi Pasupuleti, origi-
nally a member of our Greenville church, who with 
his wife Neeta has been serving the Lord as a licentiate 
from our Presbytery in his home province of Andhra 
Pradesh. 
    A few years ago the Presbytery designated our works 
in Australia as missionary works and placed them un-
der the oversight of the Mission Board. As Chairman 
of the Board, Mr. McIlveen has therefore travelled to 
Australia and Tasmania to strengthen the hands of 
the brethren there and recently was able to help the 
churches in Perth and Tasmania purchase church 
buildings and manses.
    When you ask David McIlveen for his memories 
of his years as Mission Board Chairman, he invari-
ably mentions what someone else did, especially Mr. 
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George McConnell. And he remembers with admira-
tion Miss Russell’s labours and influence in Kenya, es-
pecially following the horrific murders that shook the 
Bible Christian Faith Church: “I felt a sense of pride, if 
I could use that word, when I saw Miss Russell working 
under those trying circumstances and realized the high 
calibre of missionary the Lord had given us in Kenya.”
    Retiring from the work of the Mission Board, Mr. 
McIlveen feels a sense of gratitude at having had the 
opportunity to serve as its Chairman. He will not lose 
interest in its work and hopes to be able to serve it as it 
feels he may be able to help. He maintains a particular 
interest in Australia and Tasmania and looks forward 
to being able to help the Board by ministering there, 
especially in Tasmania where the congregation is cur-
rently without a minister.
    Thirty-seven years is a long time for any man to serve 
on our Mission Board, especially to bear the burden of 

leading it from its infancy through many trials to its 
present state of usefulness, supporting missionaries in 
Ireland, Spain, India, Nepal, Kenya, Liberia, Australia 
and Tasmania. For that the Free Presbyterian Church in 
general and the Mission Board in particular owe David 
McIlveen a deep debt of gratitude. Characteristically, 
he sees things differently and says simply, “Sincerely, I 
count it the greatest honour to have been able to serve 
the Lord on the Mission Board.” 
    At Mr. McIlveen’s retirement dinner, Rev. David Park, 
secretary of the Mission Board, made a presentation to 
him on behalf of the Board. Rev. David DiCanio, visit-
ing from his mission work in Liberia, made another on 
behalf of all our foreign missionaries, and Mr. McCon-
nell followed with a final presentation from the Mis-
sionary Council. They expressed their thanks for what 
he had done, with the hope that he may find ways to 
continue to be involved in our worldwide outreach and 
with the wish that he may have a long, happy and fruit-
ful retirement. He has earned it!

Rev. McIlveen with Nathanel Kendagor & Dr. Paisley

Rev. McIlveen with Ravi Pasupuleti & Jim Hamilton (elder), 
Perth, Austrailia, 1987

Rev. McIlveen’s last meeting as Chairman of the Mission Board
How they’ve have changed since that bus ride in Nairobi!



   First and foremost we are most 
grateful to all who stand with us 
in prayer—praying for us person-
ally as well as for the work here in 
Alcorcón. We rejoice in the Lord’s 
great goodness to us, manifested 
in so many ways, especially for the 
blessing of our first grandson, Mark 
(Marcos) born on April 30. Anoth-
er couple in the church were 
blessed with a baby girl, Ruth 
(Rut).  The mother had a very 
difficult delivery and almost 
died.  Praise the Lord for His 
gracious hand upon her. 
    The Session of the church 
has given the go ahead to 
purchase a building close to 
our present building. Please 
continue to pray for this proj-
ect, as we need more space to 
accommodate the growing 
nursery and Sabbath School.

Superabundant Grace
John hanna     In the month of August a young 

couple from our church were mar-
ried in Seville. I had the privilege of 
conducting the ceremony and the 
bride’s father preached. They are 
now settled into their new home in 
Madrid and will continue to attend 
church in Alcorcón. 
    As many of you know we had 
to cancel some deputation meet-
ings arranged for September, due 

    Here in Barcience we contin-
ue to gather together for prayer 
on Fridays, sharing the Gospel 
with friends in the neighbour-
hood. There is a young Chris-
tian man living in Torrijos, 
the next large town to us, who 
has expressed the desire to do 
evangelism in that area. He 
has shared this project with 
me, and soon we’ll be trying 
to reach that area with the 
Gospel. 
    Since our visit to Ulster in 
autumn last year, the Lord has 
blessed us in a wonderful way. 
It has been our desire to raise a 
family and we finally found out 
in March that we could indeed 

expect our hopes to be realised. 
The baby is due early in the New 
Year and we would value your 

prayers for Kelley at this time. 
In fact, this year has been one 
of family growth for our small 
congregation as four babies have 
been born.
    In the last few months we’ve 

to a suspect nodule on my thyroid 
gland. This was discovered while 
doing routine tests.  On 18th Oc-
tober they removed the lump and 
part of the thyroid gland.  Tests 
indicated that the tumor was ma-
lignant and so on 7th November 
they removed the other half of the 
gland.  
    We are most grateful to all who 
have been in contact with us and for 
the many assurances of prayer on 
our behalf.  We have been touched 
with your kindness and thank you 

all very sincerely. The Lord 
has given us much comfort 
all through this ordeal. We 
certainly are proving the 
superabundant grace of 
our God.
    Please continue to pray 
for the weekly church ser-
vices, especially for the un-
saved who are attending 
regularly. Pray that others 
will be brought in to the 
services and saved by His 
grace.Granda Hanna & his first grandson, Marcos

seen a good number of believers 
from other places visit our con-
gregation, as they have moved 

here because of their work. 
Some of them attend our 
services on a regular basis. 
We also have some unsaved 
people attending. Among 
them there is a young woman 
called Lany, who is showing 
tokens of God’s grace work-
ing in her heart, since she has 
a great desire to know the 

things of the Lord.
We would ask you to remem-
ber us in prayer before the 
Throne of Grace so that the 
Lord will “establish the work of 
our hands upon us”.

Evangelism 
Project

angel alvarez Fernandez
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    Last August I received an e-mail 
from a young man from Vitoria, 
asking about our church in Miran-
da. His name is Diego and he is Co-
lombian. His young wife, Sarah, is 
Austrian. At the end of August, they 
had two little daughters, Sofía and 
Daniela. The family finally visited 
us the first Lord’s Day of September. 
They are evangelical believers and 
since then have continued to attend 
our church in Miranda.
    Furthermore, on his first 
visit to Miranda, Diego asked 
me to have meetings in Bilbao 
with some of his friends and 
relatives. Some are believers 
and others are not yet saved. 
We began to have meetings 
in Patricia’s home (see photo 
right) on 10th September. 
Her husband Óscar is not 
a believer, but he is a very 
kind man, and was very help-

ful in organizing all the meetings. 
In that first service there were 27 
people in their living-room! Since 
that date, we have had services in 
Patricia’s home every Saturday eve-
ning. Almost every time new peo-
ple have come and heard the Word 
preached.  
    All the messages have been re-
corded on video and can be seen on 
the internet: (http://www.youtube.
com/user/WestminsterHoy). 

    In the last weeks, Diego, Sarah, 
Gisela (a young Argentinean be-
liever from Vitoria) and Patricia 
have asked for church membership. 
On 6th November we will have, in 
the Lord’s will, a baptismal service 
for Sofía and Daniela. Our congre-
gation will then have fifteen mem-
bers, nine of them adult communi-
cant members.
    Diego and Gisela have started 

to study Greek with me. Diego 
has shared with me his desire to 
serve the Lord and he wants to 
prepare for the ministry. We take 
this as confirmation to begin 
the first steps towards starting a 
seminary. With the Lord’s bless-
ing, we would have the benefit of 
new workers for Miranda, Bilbao 
and, hopefully, Vitoria! 
    We praise the Lord for His 
amazing faithfulness! Please pray 
with us for all these matters.

New Meetings and Members Jordi ruiz

    It is good once again to have  the 
opportunity to tell you a little about 
the work God has called me to in 
CortijosNuevos, Spain. I appreciate 
your prayerful and financial sup-
port, and ask that you continue to 
remember me and the people of 
Spain before the Throne of Grace.  
    For the past number of years I 
have been holding Bible studies 
with two Christian ladies from the 
church. Conce (below) lives in Cor-
tijos Nuevos and Felecita (top right 
photo) lives in La Puerta. Neither of 
them can read, so I visit them once 
a week to share with them truths 
from God’s Word. Conce suffered 
much from deep depression but 

when she trusted Christ all those 
dark thoughts were taken away 
and she became a new creature in 
Christ. Her life has been a wonder-
ful witness in the village. Please re-
member her husband and family, 
who are not saved, that Conce will 
be the first fruits of a great harvest 
among them. 
    Felecita is a widow now, but both 
she and her husband were powerful 
witnesses in their village. She was 
saved more than 50 years ago and 
has suffered much for the Gospel, 
on one occasion being stoned for 
her faith. She lives alone and is the 
only Christian in her village. Pray 
that God will use her as a light in 
a dark place, and that some of her 
neighbours will come to the ladies’ 

meeting due to be held in her home 
in November. 
    The children’s club on Mondays 
has recommenced after the sum-
mer break. We are studying the life 
of Moses – how God cares for and 
guides His redeemed people. Please 
pray for some children who have 
shown an interest in coming. I also 
have three new English students. 
Pray that God will help me teach 
the language and have opportuni-
ties to share the Gospel. 
    Please remember the land of 
Spain, in these days of financial 
crisis that God will use it to draw 
people to the truth of His Word.

Faithful 
Witnesses

Joy gillespie
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    Spring and summer have flown by since we last 
wrote in the Harvest Times. We have been conscious 
of God´s people praying for us during this time of 
evangelism in some of the small towns in the “Si-
erra”. Contacts have been made and we hope to con-
tinue this task in the following weeks. Christian lit-
erature and C.D.´s have been distributed in homes 
and in the markets.
    In the month of June, a group of nine volunteers 
came from Ulster (see below) to paint the largest 
building in the Los Naranjos Camp near Seville. 
The gable wall was so high, a new ladder had to be 
purchased. More work was accomplished than was 
expected, and we would like to thank those young 
people who came. Continue to pray for the camp, 
that many would come to know the Lord.   

Conscious of 
Your Prayers

lyle boyd

    We had the opportunity to preach at the funeral 
of Benedicta, the mother of José Antonio, one of 
our deacons.   Please pray for many who were in 
the church for the first time, that the Word of God 
would find good ground in their hearts.
    In recent weeks a middle aged couple, José and 
Pepi, have attended both the Sunday services and 
midweek Bible Study. Jose has read through the 
Roman Catholic Bible three times, as well as many 
Christian books and nearly half of his new Bible. He 
has professed faith in Christ and wants to be bap-
tised. Pray that the work in him would truly be of 
the Spirit of God. 
    Finally we would like to mention two young peo-
ple, Daniel, our youngest son, and Hector (above), 
the son of Ana and Pepe. They have both left home 
for further studies—Daniel to Ulster and Hector to 
Madrid. Please pray that the Lord would keep His 
hand upon them for good. We are so thankful that 
Hector is able to attend the Alcorcón church. 
Thank you all once again for your prayers and sup-
port.

and we urge you to plead for their souls at the throne 
of grace.
    As the holiday approaches, we are looking forward 
to the wedding of one of our primary school teachers. 
Miss Violah Busienei is to wed Pastor Simon Omwoyo 
and we covet your prayers for the occasion and their 
future life together. Another young couple, Maria and 
David, will also be married in our Kitale church.
   The annual Youth Camps are scheduled for the 
month of December and we solicit your prayers on 
their behalf. There is a great need in the hearts and 
lives of our young people and we long to see God 
move in a powerful way.
   Thank you again for all your support and prayers. 
May God bless you richly over the holiday season.

(Noreen McAfee - Con’t from p. 3)



Back to School robert mcconnell

   When speaking to people I have often commented on 
the fact that I spent the first sixteen years of my life try-
ing to get out of school, but now I’m trying to get back 
in! As part of my work under the Mission Board, I have 
been endeavouring to get into as many schools as pos-
sible to conduct assemblies, RE classes or after school 
activities, such as Scripture Union. Being relatively new 
to the work, I decided to focus first of all on about 40 
schools, all within a 25 mile radius of where I live.  
    Looking back now at the many letters I posted out—
and then the many phone calls that had to be made 
because those letters weren’t answered—and then the 
many repeat phone calls that had to be made because the 
original calls were not returned, it all seemed to be an 
uphill task.  At that time I was only getting into a small 
number of schools, one or two times a term.  However, 
God’s word says, “Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be 
not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; 
yea, I will help thee.…” (Isaiah 41:10)
    God fulfilled His Word and the doors then began to 

    As I reflect on the past few months of ministry, it has 
been most encouraging to see children attend the meet-
ings and to hear of those who have trusted Christ. 
Many Holiday Bible Clubs were held during the 
summer, and children have come to know the Lord, 

Wholehearted 
Involvement
Joyce walsh

sometimes in their own homes. One boy told us that 
he found a quiet place where he could pray and ask 
Christ to forgive him. Another wee Roman Catholic 
boy trusted the Lord as a result of attending meet-
ings in one of our churches. It was also encouraging 
to meet children who trusted the Lord last year and 
to see their growth in the Lord.
    Again this year I had the privilege of teaching at 
Camp. The lessons were on the life of Elisha and I 
heard recently of young people who have since sought 
the Lord.

open. Moving on from 
single bookings here 
and there, I began to 
get double bookings 
or block bookings.  I 
was getting invita-
tions to speak in or-
dinary state schools, 
integrated schools, 
schools up and down 
the Ards Peninsula, 
North Down, Comb-
er, and further afield.  
Where there were no 
slots to do assemblies 
(because most schools now only hold assemblies once 
or twice a week) I was able to get into the classroom to 
conduct RE or Scripture Union lessons.
    So far in this new school year I have taken nearly 50 
bookings around the various schools and I believe that 
God in His own time and appointed manner will open 
up many, many more doors of opportunity for hundreds 
more children and teaching staff to hear the message of 
salvation.
    Do please continue to remember this work in your 
prayers—that wisdom will be given, that the right mes-
sages will be brought and that favour will be given to 
benefit the work and the furtherance of the Gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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    As I write these few words, it is hard to know wheth-
er to look back first of all or to look forward! If look-
ing back, I see not a few evangelistic trips to the Irish 
Republic since I last wrote. The summer work took 
me to Athlone and surrounding areas, where the em-
phasis was in distributing the Consider Christ. The 
emphasis in the Dublin trips is on street evangelism 
including open air 
preaching, whereas 
in Knock, County 
Mayo, the huge Ro-
man Catholic Mar-
ian shrine brings 
many pilgrims and 
this presents its own 
challenges.     
    As usual, I was 
part of the witness 
team that goes ev-
ery year to the Irish 
Ploughing Cham-
pionships. An old 
report from 2005, 
when we first put up our marquee, related that seven 
workers were present and that we gave out three hun-
dred Bible text calendars. Six years on, around sev-

enteen of us distributed over eighteen thousand cal-
endars. Over fifteen hundred people came into our 
marquee and heard the Gospel over a refreshing cup 
of tea and were invited to avail themselves of the ex-
tensive range of free gospel literature on display.
    Looking forward now, (DV) the next date in my 

diary (at time of 
writing) is a time of 
blessed fellowship 
at the Missionary 
Council weekend in 
Omagh. Then just 
a few days after-
wards, I head off on 
my own to minister 
for five weeks in our 
congregation in Tas-
mania, Australia.
    On the home 
front, Ruth is keep-
ing in better health 
and able to return 

again to University. As a family, we appreciate all your 
prayers and support. Under God, we certainly could 
not maintain the activity that we do without you.

colin maxwell

“Hitherto hath the LORD helped us.”

(Joyce Walsh - Con’t)

    A new venture this year was the Youth Council Out-
reach.  I was joined by seven young people for a week 
of outreach in South Down. We were based at the Ball-
inran Centre in the Mournes. None of the young people 
had ever taught a Bible lesson in a children’s meeting 
before, but as we conducted meetings in Dundrum and 
Newcastle each afternoon, they gave themselves whole-
heartedly to the tasks assigned them. The children, Ro-
man Catholics among them, were a delight to work with. 
Some waited eagerly for us coming to collect them.
    In the evenings we went to a Roman Catholic hous-
ing estate in Newry. This was a different reception! The 
children were rowdy and very hard to handle. It was an 
eye-opener for the young people, but they proved the 
Lord’s help as they conducted the meetings. The week 
was a blessing to us all, so thank you Chloe, Denise, 
Benjamin, Paul, Philip, Johnnie and Aaron for your 
hard work and dedication during the outreach.
    Thank you all once again for your support – prayer-
ful and financial. I do believe that only eternity will 
reveal what has been accomplished in the lives of the 
children.

orphanage, Ranjit and Manish, who graduated from 
the college in June, have started a fellowship in a vil-
lage outside Kathmandu. The radio work continues 
to generate many contacts and fellowships are being 
formed as a result. 
   In October there was a terrible tragedy, alas, a com-
mon occurrence, when a bus carrying seventy people 
tumbled over a three hundred metre ravine, killing 
forty-three passengers. The bus was returning to 
Kathmandu after the celebration of the large Hindu 
festival of Dashain. Such incidents underline the 
need for the Nepal Mission to the Unreached.   
We thank the Lord for answered prayer regarding 
our visa, which was granted in June, initially for six 
months. God willing, this visa will be renewed in De-
cember for a further twelve months. 
Please continue to pray for the college, that the Lord 
would raise up men to assume the work of teaching. 
Pray also for the pastors and evangelists as they reach 
out to the folk in the villages. 

(Wesley Graham - Con’t from p. 5)



NEWS     ANNouNcEmENtS

    After an intense relaunch and serious renovation of the Liberian Free Pres-
byterian Christian Bookstore in March of this year, sales went up nearly 3,000 
percent and customers entering the store went from an average of 5 per week 

to between 10 and 15 per 
day.  The increase is a direct 
result of the Lord’s bless-
ing upon a massive radio 
advertisement and leaflet 
campaign to target the na-
tion at-large and several 
Bible college students in the 
Monrovia area, according 
to Rev. David DiCanio the 
overseer of the store.
    Customers have come 
from Sierra Leone and the 
border of Ivory Coast af-

ter hearing the radio ads. Some Liberians from Guinea are requesting French 
speaking materials, and many customers frequently report that the Free Presby-
terian Christian Bookstore is the only Christian bookstore in the entire country 
since the 14-year civil war. 
    A number of Pentecostal customers have purchased Peter Master’s books, 

The Charismatic Phe-
nomenon and The Heal-
ing Epidemic after some 
patient instruction from 
the store’s sales staff. Sev-
eral Jehovah’s Witnesses, 
unaware of the Watch-
tower’s disapproval, have 
also purchased books. 

    Because the store has 
become such a focal point 
in the community, the 
North American Mission 
Board approved renova-

tions to build an office for 
the denominational headquarters and a 
small sanctuary at the back of the store for 
the Paynesville Mission Church. 
    The store currently has a monthly ex-
pense of $1,200 US dollars for rent, electric-
ity and salaries, which is close to being paid 
through sales alone. The goal is not only 
to pay the expenses, but obtain additional 
profits to continue the expansion of stock.
    Rev. DiCanio wishes to express his thanks 
to those who continue to donate capital 
money to expand the initial core stock of 
books, and also requests prayer that the 
store will soon be self sufficient and able to 
reach the entire nation of Liberia with the 
gospel.

Liberian FPC Bookstore Relaunched

Original bookstore, Spring 2009

Bookstore Today

  Presbytery has appointed Rev. Ian 
Harris as the new chairman of the 
Mission Board to replace Rev. Da-
vid McIlveen who has stepped down 
from the post. Rev.  Harris, who is 
minister of Annalong Free Presby-
terian Church, was born and reared 
in Loughbrick-
land, County 
Down, birth 
place of the cele-
brated Dr. Kidd 
of Aberdeen. 
Converted at 
sixteen years of 
age, he quickly 
got involved 
serving the Lord in his home church 
in Banbridge.  He later commenced 
studies for the Gospel ministry in 
the Whitefield College of the Bible. 
He was soon placed as the student in 
charge of the Antrim church, and on 
completion of his theological studies 
he received a call to become min-
ister of Carrickfergus FPC in 1985, 
where he and his family remained 
for twelve and a half years.
   In 1997 the Lord called them to 
serve under our Mission Board in 
the land of Kenya, working alongside 
the Bible Christian Faith Church. 
After spending eight happy years in 
that work, Rev. Harris and his fam-
ily returned to Northern Ireland in 
2005 to take up the pastorate of An-
nalong FPC. 
   Pray for Rev. Harris as he takes on 
his new role and pray also for his wife 
Linda and their four children Lydia, 
Joanna, Benjamin and Joseph.  
    Mr. Harris writes, “I value the 
prayers of all of the people of God 
for the work of our Mission Board 
and the new role which the Lord has 
given me to do in chairing it. Taking 
over such a role after the Rev. McIl-
veen’s thirty three years in the chair 
is a daunting task. Looking back 
over his time as chairman we can 
rejoice in the advances which have 
been made.” 

New Mission 
Board Chairman

&
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The annual Missionary Council weekend was held 
this year in Omagh FPC with our accommodation  in 
the Silver Birch Hotel.  Guests arrived on Friday night 
and after a meal we had a very informal meeting in 
the hotel where we had the joy of hearing several in 
attendance give a personal word of testimony.  
    On Saturday evening we had our first meeting in 

the church which was very well attended, with friends 
travelling in from many of our other churches. The 
speakers that evening were Joyce Walsh, Robert Mc-
Connell and Colin Maxwell.  Rev. Austin Allen closed 
the meeting with a challenging message.  Supper was 
provided by ladies of the Omagh church. 
    At the service on the Lord’s Day morning, the Rev. 
David DiCanio gave a report of his work in Liberia, 
after which Rev. Allen preached again. 
    We thank Rev. John Morrow and the Omagh 
church for all their help in arranging the meetings 
and for their generous offerings to the missionary 
cause of the church. We would also say a special word 
of thanks to Raymond and May Little, Omagh FPC 
missionary representatives,  for their labours.

Joanne GReeR 
Plans are currently underway for Joanne’s move out to Liberia in March, 2012.  She writes, “I am so 
grateful for all the support and encouragement shown to me during my times of deputation earlier this 
year in Ulster and presently in North America.”  At the time of this update, she has visited nearly all the 
churches in Canada, and the USA. Please continue to pray that the necessary details will fall into place as 
a Mission Board representative travels to Liberia in the next few months to make arrangements for find-
ing an apartment, transportation, etc. Pray also that Joanne will be given the Spirit of wisdom and a heart 
of love for the people of Liberia as she goes to join those already labouring there (both Rev. DiCanio and 
the national pastors), and that their single aim will be God’s glory.

ReV. & MRS. MaLCoM PaTTeRSon 
Our presbytery has accepted the Rev. & Mrs. Malcolm Patterson for mission work in Kenya. They will 
begin their deputation meetings in our churches in the new year.  Their bookings are being arranged by 
Rev. Thomas Martin, their minister in Lisburn. They are hoping in the will of the Lord to leave for Ke-
nya in the second half of 2012. Pray for them as they leave their family behind (their two sons are doing 
further studies).  Pray as well that the Lord will open all of the necessary doors as they apply for a work 
permit in Kenya.

Update on New Missionaries for Africa

Missionary 
Council Weekend 
in Omagh
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In 1884 on his last visit home, the famous Scottish 
Missionary to the South Seas Isles off the northeast 

coast of Australia (known as the New Hebrides) Dr. 
John G. Patton, visited many churches in both the 
North and South of Ireland. The purpose of his visit 
was to raise interest in his mission and collect funds 
to purchase a steam ship to help the missionaries in 
their travels from Australia and around the Islands. 
He needed £6,000 or £560, 000 in today’s value.  
    After visiting churches in Scotland, he writes. “My 
steps were next directed towards Ireland…first to 
’Derry, where the Presbyterian Assembly was met 
in annual conclave, and thereafter to Belfast, where 
the pan-Presbyterian Council was shortly to sit.  The 
eloquent fervour of the brethren at ’Derry was like a 
refreshing breeze to my spirit; I never met ministers 
anywhere, in all my travels, who seemed more whole-
hearted in their devotion to the work which the Lord 
had given them to do.
    But the excitement over the organ and hymn question 
was too intense for me; the debate threatened to degen-
erate into a wrangle, and the marvellous way in which 
a stick or an umbrella was flourished occasionally by an 
impulsive speaker, to give action to his eloquence, was 
not a little suggestive of blows and broken heads.  All 
ended quietly, however, and the decision, though not 
final, gave hope of an early settlement, which will secure 
alike the liberty and the peace of the Church.  A trip 
to the South Seas, and a revelation of how God used 
the [organ] and the hymn, as wings on which the Gos-
pel was borne into the homes and hearts of cannibals, 
would have opened the eyes of many dear fathers and 
brethren, as it had opened mine!  No one was once more 
opposed, especially to instrumental music in the wor-
ship of God, than I had been; but the Lord who made 
us, and who knows the nature He has given us, had long 
ago taught me otherwise.
    I addressed the Assembly of ’Derry and also the 
Council at Belfast.  The memory of seeing all those 
great and learned and famous men — for many of the 
leaders were literally such — so deeply interested in 
the work of God, and particularly in the Evangelizing 
of the heathen world and bringing thereto the knowl-
edge of Jesus, was to me, so long exiled from all such 

influences, one of the great 
inspirations of my life.  
I listened with humble 
thankfulness, and blessed 
the Lord who had brought 
me to sit at their feet.
   On the rising of the 
Council, I entered upon 
a tour of six weeks among 
the Presbyterian Con-
gregations and Sabbath 

Schools of Ireland.  It had often been said to me, after 
my addresses in the Assemblies and elsewhere:  

“How do you ever expect to raise £6,000?  It can 
never be accomplished, unless you all call upon 
the rich individually, and get their larger sub-
scriptions.  Our ordinary Church people have 
more than enough to do with themselves.  Trade 
is dull,” etc.

   I explained to them and also announced publicly, that 
in all similar efforts I had never called on or solicited 
any one privately, and that I would not do so now.  I 
would make my appeal, but leave everything else to be 
settled betwixt the individual conscience and the Sav-
iour...but asking no one personally for anything, hav-
ing fixed my soul in the conviction that one part of the 
work was laid upon me, but that the other lay betwixt 
the Master and His servants exclusively…will tell my 
story; I will set forth the claims of the Lord Jesus on the 
people…and I will go on, to my utmost strength, in the 
faith that the Lord will send me the £6,000 required.  If 
He does not so send it, then I shall expect that He will 
send me grace to be reconciled to the disappointment, 
and I shall go back to my work without the Ship...but 
a Voice, deep, sweet, and clear, kept sounding through 
my soul,  “The silver and the gold are Mine.”
   During the year 1884, as is well known, Ireland was 
the scene of many commotions and of great distress. 
Yet at the end of my little tour amongst the Presbyte-
rian people of the North, principally (though not ex-
clusively), a sum of more than £600 had been contrib-
uted to our Mission Fund.  And there was not, so far 
as my knowledge went, one single large subscription; 
there were, of course, many bits of gold from those 
well-to-do, but the ordinary collection was made up of 
the shillings and pence of the masses of the people. Nor 
had I ever in all my travels a warmer response, nor ever 
mingled with any ministers more earnestly devoted to 
their congregations or more generally and deservedly 
beloved.
    No man, however dissevered from the party politics 
of the day, can see and live amongst the Irish of the 
North, without having forced on his soul the convic-
tion that the Protestant faith and life, with its grit and 
backbone and self-dependence, has made them what 
they are.”  
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