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From the Editor’s Pen
   “In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold not thine hand...”

          Ecclesiastes 11 verse 6 could well be the common thread woven 
throughout our reports in this issue of Harvest Times. The golden seed of 
the gospel is being sown liberally on the mission fields and the missionar-
ies have not withheld their hands. Another young sower has begun work in 
Liberia; in Spain, Kenya, Nepal, Australia and at home the sowing contin-
ues - through the spoken word, literature, radio, CDs and the internet. New 
outreach works have been started, new disciples won, much-needed new 
workers have come forward. 

          Verse 6 continues: “...for thou knowest not whether shall prosper, either 
this or that...” That some seed will prosper is certain and for our encourage-
ment the verse implies that all of it may have a favourable outcome “...or 
whether they shall both be alike good.” 

     Today’s disappointment can be tomorrow’s success. We cast our living 
bread upon the unknown waters and leave the outcome in the hands of the 
Lord of the harvest. He has promised, “...thou shalt find it after many days.”
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Gardiner Family to Take up Work 
in Perth, Western Australia

The Pattersons Continue
Deputation for Kenya

New
Missionary 

DVD Available

Rising Postage 
Costs

Readers will be aware of the ever 
rising cost of producing and 
posting the magazine. In an ef-
fort to cut down on our costs we 
would encourage our readers to 
have theirs sent by email. If you 
would like it sent be email please 
contact the office  gmckilkeel@
aol.com.

The Mission Board has produced 
a new DVD giving an overview 
of all our mission works across 
the world. The 25 minute DVD 
can be had free of charge from 
the Mission Board Office. Special 
thanks is due to Rev David Park 
who spent many hours produc-
ing it.

Readers will be interested to 
learn of the Lord’s leading in the 
life of the Gardiner family. Rev 
Gardiner, who is presently min-
ister of our Carrickfergus church, 
feels called to the ministry of 
the small congregation in Perth 
Western Australia. Philip, who 
is presently doing deputation 
meetings, hopes to move to Perth 
early 2013 along with his wife 
Cherith and daughters Anna and 
Cerys. Prayer is especially re-
quested for the granting of their 
entry permit.

Rev & Mrs Patterson are well into 
their deputation meetings seek-
ing both prayerful and financial 
support as they prepare to move 
as missionaries to Kenya. Prayer 
is also requested for the granting 
of work permits.

New Treasurer
The new treasurer for the

Missionary Council is:

Mr John Gamble
51 Gravel Hill

Maze 
Lisburn BT27 5RW.
Tel: 028 926201068

Books & Bibles Needed
We still have an ongoing need for both new and second Bibles and 
books for our overseas shops. Currently we have a large consignment 
pack and ready to be transported to Kenya. You can give your contri-
butions to your Missionary Council representative.
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New Young Converts

The first term of 2012 has 
been busy, challenging and 
blessed. Following a govern-

ment drive to recruit staff for state 
institutions, the Christian Academy 
opened in January needing seven 
new teachers. It has taken time to 
find the right staff but we praise 
God for supplying the need. We 
would value your prayers for them 
as well as the new students who 
have joined us.  
       It has been a particular en-
couragement to see many students 
asking questions regarding spiritual 
matters and a number of primary 
students calling upon the Lord for 
salvation in recent weeks. Please 
pray for these new young converts 

bY  NoreeN McAfee

Extending Youth Oureach

The rains have come to west-
ern Kenya! People are out 
in their fields planting and 

weeding.  Grass is starting to grow 
again, so hopefully this will cause 
the price of milk to go 
down.  It was 20 shillings 
before the dry season and 
now it is over 50 shillings 
per bottle. Most everyday 
commodities have seen a 
price rise, therefore life 
has been very difficult for 
many families.  
       In the holiday months 
of April, August and 
December we endeav-
our to have some special 
meetings in the church 

bY  GilliAN Gillespie

and also for the many others who 
still need God’s so great salvation.  
       Last year’s candidates received 
their examination results and the 
Lord was gracious to us once again. 
We recently hosted an Education 
Prize Day for the area and sev-
eral teachers and students received 
prizes. Now we are busy preparing 
this year’s examination classes for 
the November papers. 
       A number of students have 
completed their stay at the Christian 
Academy and moved on to other 
learning institutions where there is 
little godly influence. Pray much for 
their spiritual welfare and for plans 
to commence fellowship meetings 
for them and other BCFC young 
people who have moved to the ma-
jor centres to further their studies.

       We were delighted to have 
separate visits from Mr. George Mc-
Connell and Mr. David Crawford in 
February. As well as filling us in on 
all the home news, they were a real 
encouragement and reminder of the 
many who pray for and support us.
       It was also good to welcome 
back our school van after a lengthy 
stay in the garage for repairs. It was 
damaged in an accident in Decem-
ber and finally released for use on 
Friday, 20th April! Some things still 
move very slowly in Kenya!
       The rain has come and while we 
bemoan the mud and puddles, we 
are thankful that the Lord has sent 
us the much needed showers. Pray 
for all who are planting at this time 
– physically and spiritually - that the 
Lord would give us a great harvest.

in Nyaporo.  As usual we have 
had our children’s Five Day Club, 
which comes to an end on Friday. 
We have been very encouraged 
with the numbers and the atten-

tion of the children to the Word of 
God.  Next week we have a week 
of teens/youth meetings. This will 
be the first time we have had a 
week of meetings for them and we 

hope to continue this in 
each holiday month from 
now on. Pray that there 
will be fruit following the 
proclamation of God’s 
precious Word. John and 
Lillian, the teenagers who 
came to Christ in October, 
are taking an active role in 
the Five Day Club and in 
Sunday school.
       The Men’s Bible Study 
has a core group of three 
men who come each week.  
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A few of the children who attended the 5 day club.

It has been a real joy to teach 
these men. Many questions have 
been answered and false notions 
have been put aside for the truth 
of God’s Word. Pray for the three 
men – Peter, Joseph and Paul, that 
they will become men of the Book 
and men who live according to the 
Book.
Thank you for your prayer sup-
port and financial giving especially 
at this difficult time economi-
cally. It really is much appreciated. 
Pray with us that we will see great 
things accomplished for our Lord 
in Nyaporo BCFC.

Elections Looming in Kenya
bY  MArGAret russell

The first months of this year 
have been busy with the new 
school year in the Academy 

and all the administrative issues 
associated with that and also with 
preparation for the end of the 
Sunday school year. In March and 
April we had Sunday school exami-
nations with 22 special prize-giving 
services for the 32 Sunday schools 
of BCFC. We are very thankful to 
the Lord for all His help in these 
busy programmes and for the op-
portunity to reach children and 
parents with the gospel. 
       At the beginning of May we 

held a Sunday school teachers’ 
conference with the purpose of 
encouraging and reviving this 
important ministry as the teachers 
embark upon the new year’s work. 
I value your earnest prayers, that 
God would send a visitation of His 
Spirit, giving enablement to the 
present teachers, calling others to 
join hands with us and touching 
the hearts of the children and sav-
ing many of them from their sin.  
       The Lord has graciously an-
swered prayer concerning Rev. 
Kendagor’s health. Please continue 
to pray for all those who labour in 

the Word and Doc-
trine in BCFC. Pray 
that as they stand 
in their pulpits each 
Lord’s Day, they 
would experience 
increasing burden 
of heart and fresh 
anointing of the Lord 
upon their minis-
try. The need to see 
the Bible College of 
BCFC opened and 
others trained for the 
ministry is always 
before us and we do 
ask you to continue to Some of the Children on Parent’s Day

make it a matter for prayer.
       We are so relieved to see the 
end of four months of drought and 
plenteous rain for ploughed farms, 
empty water tanks and hungry 
animals!  God is good!  Kenya is 
still at war in Somalia and now has 
received further challenges from 
the serious unrest in Sudan.  This 
being election year in Kenya, things 
are heating up by the day. Do pray 
that God will keep His preserving 
hand upon this nation. 
       I am preparing for deputation 
meetings this Autumn and would 
value prayer that God will under-
take for me as I prepare to leave 
Kenya for over five months.
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A special Sending Forth service for Miss Joanne 
Greer was held in J. Kyle Paisley Memorial Free 
Presbyterian Church, Ballymena on 16th March 

2012 to mark her departure to serve the Lord in Liberia. 
The church was filled to overflowing with people from 
all over the Province and Members of the Mission Board 
and the Missionary Council.
       Rev. Ian Harris, the Chairman of the Mission Board, 
presided at the meeting and introduced the opening 
praise with Psalm 67. Dr. David McIlveen, past chair-
man of the Mission Board, led in the opening prayer. 
At this stage Joanne’s three brothers – John, Joseph and 
Stephen – sang two pieces, ‘The love of God’ and ‘I will 
follow Thee, my Saviour,’ after which John spoke on 
behalf of the family. He said it was no surprise to those 
who were closest to her that Joanne was called to the 
mission field. From earliest days it was apparent that the 
Lord was preparing and shaping her for His work. They 
all recognised the gifts and talents that God had given 
her and were sure Joanne was going forth in God’s per-
fect time. In a touching moment the three brothers then 
sang the Aaronic blessing (Numbers 6, 
verses 24-26) indicating this was their 
prayer for her.
       Dr. Mark Allison, Chairman of 
the Free Presbyterian Church of North 
America, referred to his friendship and 
fellowship with Joanne and her fam-
ily for many years and expressed his 
delight that he and Mr. Paulcy Cange, 
a member of the North American 
Mission Board, were present for this 
special occasion. He then gave a brief 
outline of Joanne’s involvement in the 
work in Liberia. Already in her visits 
she had been warmly welcomed by the 
children and the elderly. She will also 
be involved in the music ministry, for 
which she is so well gifted. Mr. Allison 
intimated that the contact for the work 
had come through a Liberian believer 
in Philadelphia, who had received 
literature which had brought him to the 
Free Church at Malvern. He began to 
send literature to the churches in Libe-
ria and seven years ago the brethren in 
Liberia had written to the Presbytery 
in North America asking for their help. 
Numerous visits followed and the work was established 

and encouraged. The country had come through a 
devastating civil war and afterwards many had turned 
to the Charismatic Movement. Disillusioned by this 
movement they were now eager for Biblical Truth. Rev. 
DiCanio has been there for some time and they have re-
cently purchased property and have commenced build-
ing. Mission churches have been established and pastors 
are being trained for the work. They are looking forward 
to Joanne’s help among the children.  Dr. Allison then 
made a presentation to Joanne on behalf of the North 
American Mission Board, Presbytery and Churches, 
expressing their love and appreciation.
       Rev. Harris then called upon some brethren to make 
presentations to Joanne. Mr. Roy Sampson, Clerk of 
Session of the local congregation, spoke of the faithful 
service she had rendered to her home congregation and 
of the blessing she had been in the Sunday school and 
children’s work. Mr. Sampson then referred to a presen-
tation of a keyboard and an accordion from the super-
intendent of the Sunday school, Mr. James McCosh, and 

Sending Forth Service for
Miss Joanne Greer

Miss Joanne Greer

bY  rev. JAMes beGGs
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all the teachers. These two items have 
already been dispatched to Liberia. 
Mr. Sampson then presented a signed 
Bible from the Session of the church to 
remind Joanne of her praying friends in 
Ballymena.
       Mr. George McConnell then made 
a presentation from the Mission Board 
of Ulster. He spoke of his joy to be 
at a further meeting to send forth a 
missionary. He referred to the many 
spiritual qualities Joanne possessed 
and expressed thankfulness at the close 
co-operation between the American 
and Ulster Presbyteries. George went 
on to mention the financial need and 
arrangements. He intimated that the 
Ulster Board would be responsible for 
Joanne’s weekly wages, while the Amer-
ican Board would supply her vehicle and provide for her 
accommodation. He urged the congregation to remem-
ber Joanne both prayerfully and practically, appeal-
ing especially to the young folk to consider a monthly 
covenant gift towards her support. Mr. McConnell then 
concluded by drawing some fitting thoughts from Ruth 
chapter 2, and applied them to the Lord’s protection and 
provision for Joanne.
       At this stage Miss Greer made a personal response 
to the presentations given. She thanked all behind the 
very generous gifts and assured them that they would 
be put to good use in the Lord’s service. She thanked 
all those who had come, especially the brethren from 
America, friends from work and from other congrega-
tions who had travelled long distances to be present. 
A special word of thanks was reserved for her parents, 
brothers, sisters and family. She thanked them for their 
love and unfailing support over the years. She also great-
ly appreciated the love and generous support of her local 
congregation and the consistent and generous support 
of the Session and Committee. Speaking of her special 
relationship with the young people of the congregation, 
she thanked them for their friendship and thanked God 
for young people who had a heart for God’s work. In 
conclusion Joanne pointed to that great company spo-
ken of in Revelation chapters 5 and 7, “...of all  nations 
and kindreds and people and tongues.” Believers from 
Northern Ireland, from North America, from all nations 
and from Liberia will meet together by the grace of God 
around His throne in heaven. She appealed for prayer 
for her and for Liberia. 
       Rev. James Beggs, minister Emeritus, spoke on 
behalf of the Ballymena congregation, reading Luke 
24, verse10. Referring to Joanna and the women who 
ministered unto the Lord and were witnesses to the 
sufferings and death of Christ and also of His resurrec-
tion, he indicated that Joanne was likewise going forth 
to Liberia to be a witness to the death and resurrection 

From left to right: Rev. James Beggs, Mr. George McConnell, Mr. Paulcy Cange, Dr. Mark
Allison, Miss Joanne Greer, Rev. Ron Johnstone, Rev. Ian Harris, Rev. David Park

of our Lord Jesus Christ. He said that Joanne’s family 
connection with the Ballymena congregation went back 
to the early days of the congregation. Her grandparents 
and father had come to the church and had been a great 
encouragement and support to the work. Joanne per-
sonally had won a very special place in the hearts of the 
people. She had given spiritual leadership among the 
young people and had been a shining example of what 
a young Christian should be among her peers. Her own 
family and the family of the church will miss her greatly. 
He closed by exhorting the people of God to constantly 
uphold her at the throne of grace in prayer.
       A final word of appreciation was then brought by 
Mr. Robert Palmer who shared some time with Joanne 
at the Whitefield College of the Bible. He said he and 
his wife considered it a privilege to count Joanne among 
their friends. He said they were seeing the unfolding of 
God’s plan for His church in taking the Gospel to other 
nations.  Joanne had been a very diligent student and in 
sharing college outreach with her, he had noted her pas-
sion for lost souls. Joanne had asked him to thank the 
previous principal, Dr. John Douglas, the Matron, Mrs. 
Walkingshaw, the various lecturers and all the staff for 
their instruction and guidance throughout her college 
life. Robert concluded with Malachi 1, verse 11.
       The offering, which was designated to help with the 
provision and upkeep of a vehicle in Liberia, was taken 
up during the singing of the hymn, ‘I must have the Sav-
iour with me.’ It came to the grand total of £13984.52, 
which was an indication of the love and respect of the 
people.
       The Secretary of the Ulster Mission Board, Rev. 
David Park, then brought a brief word of appreciation 
of Joanne’s life as a student and left with her Isaiah 41, 
verse 10. He then read two short passages of scripture – 
Acts 13, verses 1-4 and Matthew 28, verses 16-20.
       The Moderator of Presbytery, Dr. Ron Johnstone, 
brought a challenging and fitting message from God’s 
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Word on the Great Commission of 
Matthew 28, verses 16-20. In intro-
ducing his subject he drew attention 
to the fact that the disciples were in 
the place of obedience to the com-
mand of Christ and it was then that 
the Lord drew near and spoke of 
their future and the great work that 
he had for them. He spoke of : 

1. His Astounding Claim
   v. 18, “All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth.”

       This power was given unto Him 
in His Mediatorial Office. He pos-
sesses all power – Mediatorial Power, 
Universal Power, Total Power, and 
Personal Power over our lives. There-
fore we must yield ourselves to Him 
and recognise Him as Lord of our 
lives.

2. His Authoritative Command
   v. 19, “Go ye therefore, and teach all 
nations.” 

       Here is His command to every 
believer. The original word used for 
‘nations’ is the word from which we 
get the word ‘ethnic’. So we are to 
disciple and teach every ethnic na-
tion from every ethnic background. 
He reminded us of an old adage, 
“The light that shines farthest shines 
brightest at home.” In other words, 
the church that sends out missionar-
ies will be blessed in its ministry at 
home.

Thanks for Your Prayers
Nathaniel Kendagor

Greetings to you all in the 
Name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ from Kapenguria. I 

thank God for His hand upon our 
work here in Kenya. Of late we have 
seen an increase in attendance in 
our churches, following the work of 
evangelism and the prayers of God’s 
people throughout our churches 
and also your faithful prayers for the 
work here. Pray that those who have 
started to attend our churches will 
come to know the Lord and grow 
spiritually.
       May I at this time thank you 
for your concern and prayers when 
my health was not good and I was 
suffering a lot of pain, which was 
diagnosed as Trigeminal Neuralgia. 
It had made it so difficult for me to 
speak and preach, but after special 
treatment the pain has gone and I 
am able to carry on with the work 
and preach every Sunday. I am so 
thankful for your prayers and finan-
cial help, which made such treat-
ment possible. Continue to pray for 
all the Lord’s servants who labour 
in our churches, that God will give 
us good health, His blessing and 
power as we continue serving Him 
amongst our people.

For I am the Lord that healeth thee.   
Exodus 15:26

Update from Joanne Greer: Safe Arrival

I arrived safely in Liberia on 
March 21st -- it’s hard to believe 
I’ve been here a month already! 

My first week was very busy with 
children’s meetings every day, but it 
was a good way to meet the children 
from the community around the 
bookshop and church. Since then, 
I’ve been helping with the Sunday 
School in Paynesville and preparing 
for some other aspects of the work. 

I’ve also been spending a lot of time 
getting settled in to the apartment 
and the country! The vehicle that 
was purchased for my use here ar-
rived on Tuesday past, and I’m very 
thankful for it. The public transpor-
tation system in Monrovia is not 
known for its reliability or safety! 
Thank you to all who have been 
praying for me, and please keep on 
interceding for God’s work here in 
Liberia.

Miss Joanne Greer teaching
the children in Sunday School

3. His Abiding Comfort
   v. 20, “Lo, I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world.
AMEN.” 

       What comfort these words are 
to those who follow Him and obey 
Him! The Lord Himself identifies 
with us. His personal presence will 
go with Joanne to comfort, preserve 
and help her. It is ‘alway’ – literally 
‘all the days’ – no matter what each 
day may hold He will be with us 
until the end of our days on earth.

       In conclusion Dr. Johnstone 
drew attention to the final word,  
Amen. This is an assent, an accep-
tance of the command of Christ. 
He concluded with these words, 
“May to-night’s service be a means 
of stirring each one of us up, for the 
time is short, the night is coming, 
the fields are white. Let us be up and 
doing while it is day.”
       The platform party were then 
joined by the elders of Ballymena 
who, led by the Moderator, together 
prayed for Joanne and commended 
her to the grace of God.
       After the singing of the final 
hymn Mr Paulcy Cange closed the 
meeting with prayer and the bene-
diction. Supper was served by the 
ladies of the Ballymena congrega-
tion. Many commented on the 
excellent organisation and arrange-
ments that the Ballymena Church 
had made for the complete evening.
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Cookies at the Gate

Isaiah 55, verse 11 says, “So shall 
my word be that goeth forth out 
of my mouth: it shall not return 

unto me void, but it shall accomplish 
that which I please, and it shall pros-
per in the thing whereto I sent it.”
       The Lord has brought this 
verse to my attention many times 
in recent days. This promise holds 
much comfort and encouragement 
as we labour to see souls won to 
Christ, whether on the home field or 
the foreign field. A simple illustra-
tion was given in a children’s lesson 
I was preparing. When the rain 
comes down from heaven, it doesn’t 
stop half way and go back up into 
the clouds. It reaches all the way to 
the earth. So it is with God’s pre-
cious Word. It goes where it is sent 
and accomplishes what He pleases. 
Pray with us for the many various 
avenues of giving forth the Word of 
Truth.
       We give praise to God for the 
provision of another six months’ 
rent for our bookshops. They are 
expecting another shipment of 
books in the near future. Already 

bY  KAthY WAlKer

customers are asking 
for the literature. The 
bookshop person-
nel are grateful to the 
Greenville church for 
supplying more KJV 
Bibles. We are looking 
into new software for 
the bookshop inven-
tory and sales, as the 
current program we are 
using is quite outdated 
and has been giving 
conflicting information 
on our records. Pray 
that we will be given 
wisdom regarding this 
change.
       I was encouraged to see church 
members taking an active role in 
organizing and beginning a com-
bined choir held at the Lityei church 
on Tuesday afternoons. At their last 
practice there were 20 in attendance. 
The current goal is for 30 members. 
Pray that this will continue with the 
same interest and faithfulness in 
the months to come. Continue to 
remember the school choirs, hand 

chime choir and piano students as 
well.
       The neighbourhood around my 
home is full of children who love to 
congregate at the gate and ask for 
sweets. Recently I began posting 
scripture verses on the gate a couple 
of times a month and then giving 
them a day to come and recite and 
receive their cookies. This past week 
there were 70 children!

The Bookstore in Kenya
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Update From Liberia
Rev. David DiCanio reports that the Paynesville church 
has seen a number of visitors since building the new 
structure behind the bookstore. Sunday schools are to 
commence soon, with Pastor Moses Dahn, Mr. DiCanio 
and Miss Joanne Greer teaching the various age groups.
       Mr. DiCanio says he has found that travelling to the 
other mission churches for “extended bursts” to help has 
not been working well. The best plan seems to be to focus 
on one church at a time, so Paynesville is currently getting 
a heavy concentration of structuring and teaching. It is 
encouraging that Paynesville church is paying its own 
bills of US$135 per month, without any foreign support.
       The church in Gardnersville is struggling since their 
pastor Henry Monger became ill. They are trying to fill 
the pulpit occasionally with the ministerial students, but 
Mr. DiCanio is concerned for these students. He says, 
“I’m often reminded of how needful it was for me as a 
student to be under regular preaching in the Greenville 

church. That ministry helped me immensely.” The Chris-
tian school in Gardnersville also needs much prayer to be 
able to pay its bills from school fees alone.
       The recent visit from Dr. Mark Allison and Paulcy 
Cange and the workshop on the Epistle of Romans were 
extremely well received. Mr. DiCanio just received new 
radio equipment for a fifteen-minute LTBS program for 
two radio stations. They have not started the actual pro-
gram yet, but Mr. DiCanio is trying to record a number of 
programs ahead of time. The equipment also enables him 
to do bookstore radio commercials.
       The bookstore ministry continues to do well, but they 
still need much prayer for the Lord to enable it to func-
tion on Liberian money alone. They are not yet able to 
pay the yearly rent, yearly business license, fire and health 
certificate fees, etc. Please pray that they can reach this 
stage and function totally on store money. The bookstore 
has really been by far the most effective outreach to the 
community. It has also been a great tool to teach the 
people money management and to dispel the myth that 
there is no survival apart from foreign aid.

Buddhist Priest Converted

We are glad to report some wonderful answers 
to prayer here in Nepal. About two weeks after 
we returned one of our next door neighbours, 

a fourteen-year-old Hindu girl called Sarita, came to trust 
the Lord as her Saviour. A few days later her mother and 
another neighbour came to the Lord, and they have all 
been attending the church. Sarita reads the Word of God 
to her family and does her best to explain it – her mother 
never had the opportunity to learn to read. It is marvel-
lous to see the progress this young girl has made in such a 
short time. Pray that Sarita’s father, her younger sister and 
brother may also come to know the Lord.   
       Recently there was some commotion in a village out-
side Kathmandu when a 99 year old Buddhist priest came 
to the Lord. When his people came to him for counsel he 
began to preach Christ to them. Some did not appreci-
ate it and were trying to get the pastor who had led him 
to Christ to leave the village. While there is no apparent 
danger to the pastor, please pray for his safety.
       In the middle of April a Nepali TV station issued an 
appeal for a home for two children who had lost their 
mother and their father was unable to cope because of 

bY  WesleY GrAhAM sickness. Paul Thapa rang the station and was able to 
adopt the children who are now in Precious Orphanage.
       We have just finished training the sixth batch of men 
in the Bible College. The course was increased to twelve 
weeks, enabling us to have additional subjects. Pray for 
the men who graduate, that the Lord will bless their 
labours in their villages. It has been encouraging to see a 
number of men taking on the role of teaching in the col-
lege. Pray also that very soon this work will be carried on 
completely by them.   
       We are now looking forward to the visit of the Rev. 
David McIlveen for the annual conference at the end of 
April. He will be speaking on the family. Following the 
conference it is hoped to have four weeks of training for a 
number of ladies.
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McConnell then called on Mrs Pearl Ross to come 
forward.  Mrs Ross who is the only foundation member 
still serving on the council was presented with a gold 
watch, bracelet and diamond broach in recognition of 

her long service, both as a mem-
ber and also 41 years as Council 
Treasurer. Mr McConnell spoke 
of how it had been both a joy and 
privilege to have worked closely 
with Mrs Ross over many years in 
the Council. He quoted Hebrews 
6 verse 10.
       Presbytery Moderator, Dr 
Ron Johnston, then preached a 
short message on the Jubilee in 
the scriptures.  The proceedings 
were brought to a close in prayer 
by Rev Austin Allen, member of 
our Mission Board.
       We were pleased to have with 

us our most senior guest Mr Fred Patterson, who is in 
his 93rd year. Fred was also a foundation member of the 
Council.

Mrs Ross receiving a gift for 50 years of service to the Missionary 
Council including 41 years as treasurer

Friday night 20th April marked the 50th anniver-
sary of the formation of the Missionary Council.  
Members and friends gathered in the Paisley Jubi-

lee Complex for a celebratory dinner.  Council Secretary, 
Mr John Dumigan, welcomed all 
present, and then called on Rev 
Darryl Abernethy to commence 
the proceedings in prayer. 
       Antrim church was the venue 
for the first meeting of the newly 
formed Council on this night, 50 
years ago, 1962.  McKee Cater-
ers served dinner for the occa-
sion after which Chairman, Mr 
George McConnell called on Mr 
Brian Foreman, the former council 
chairman, to address the gather-
ing.  Pastor Victor Maxwell then 
spoke.  He was one of the first 
missionaries along with this wife, 
Audrey, who were supported by the Council.  Next to 
address the gathering was Presbytery Clerk, Rev. Ian 
Brown, who brought greetings from Presbytery.  Mr 

bY  Mr. GeorGe MccoNNell

Mr. George McConnell with Mr. Fred Patterson, the eldest mem-
ber of the Missionary Council
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The Rev. Patrick reports that these are days of 
transition in the work of God in Perth. Mr. Pat-
rick will be retiring later this year, having com-

pleted 25 years in Australia. The Rev. Philip Gardiner, 
responding to the call of God, will take up the ministry 
in Perth. Mr. Gardiner will be doing deputation meet-
ings around the congregations to raise additional finan-
cial and prayer support. Prayer is requested that all the 
paper work with Immigration will be processed quickly 
and without difficulty. 
       The challenge of the work is immense. The Lord has 

provided wonderful facilities – a good church building 
and adjoining manse. The need is to see a strengthening 
of the congregation. The return to Ulster of Mr. James 
Hamilton, elder and treasurer, leaves the work with no 
office-bearers. It is vital to remember this need in prayer. 
       Mr. and Mrs. Patrick continue to struggle with 
health issues. Mr. Patrick may be facing further eye sur-
gery, as the sight in the eye previously operated on has 
deteriorated over the last few months. Please continue to 
pray for them both as they seek to hold the fort until the 
arrival of the new minister.

Concern Over Proposed Complex

The psalmist in the opening verse of Psalm 107 
cries, “O give thanks unto the LORD, for he 
is good: for his mercy endureth for ever.” A 

further four times (verses 8, 15, 21, 31) his heart cries, 
“Oh that men would praise the LORD for his good-
ness, and for his wonderful works to the children of 
men!”  There is no better way for us to express what 
we feel after the experience of my surgery and follow 
up radio-active iodine treatment. After the final scan 
I was given the all- clear and so life is very much back 
to normal. We want to express our deep gratitude to 
all who stood with us in prayer and for the many cards 
and emails we received. 
       Since the last Harvest Times the church in Al-
corcón has acquired the building adjacent to the 
church. It is 150 square metres – almost the size of 
our present building. We await the necessary permits 
to carry out renovations before we can put it to use. It 
will provide a church hall, kitchen and dining area.
       Recently we heard of a project that is giving us 

bY  JohN hANNA

great concern. An American company has decided to 
develop a “Las Vegas Complex” in Spain. Alcorcón is 
one of the possible sites and the local government is 
very keen. They argue that it would bring 200,000 new 
jobs to the city. Please pray earnestly that Alcorcón 
will be saved from all the sins and crimes that such a 
plan would entail, especially for the youth of the city.   
       The work in Alcorcón continues to go forward 
slowly. God willing, one of our young people, Sebas-
tian, will be received into communicant member-
ship later this month. Pray much for the youth of our 
congregation and for the families who within the last 
year have been blessed with new additions. Their re-
sponsibility is great and much grace is needed to teach, 
train and nurture their little ones in the truths of the 
Gospel. 
       Please continue to remember the unsaved who at-
tend our services and pray that others will be brought 
in and saved by His grace. Thanks to each one for your 
faithful prayer support and monthly covenant giving.  
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News From Miranda-Bilbao
bY  Jordi ruiz

This New Year arrived with 
some very encouraging 
changes for the work in 

Miranda-Bilbao. First of all at the 
beginning of March we started 
holding public meetings in Bilbao in 
new rented facilities. It was a neces-
sary step to take because it was no 
further possible to continue our 
meetings in Patricia’s home, as she 
and her family have moved recently 
to another apartment.  The new 
facilities are situated in a populated 
quarter in Bilbao and some of those 
attending live very close to that 
area. Oscar, the unsaved husband of 
Patricia, has started to come to the 
services, as well as other new people 
(Judit, Elver, John Jario and his 

two sons, Iker and Ainara). In one 
service there were 23 present. Please 
pray that the gospel of Jesus-Christ 
would be glorified with the salva-
tion of many souls. 
       We have services in Bilbao on 
Fridays at 7.30pm and on Sabbath 
Days at 6 pm. We have the service 
also on Sundays in Miranda (12 
noon).
       Just recently we lost one of 
our members, Gisela, as she has 
returned to Argentina after some 
years working in Spain. In her place 
the Lord has sent a new member, 
Cristino, who made a public profes-
sion of faith in Miranda on 18th 
March. He is 63 years old and he 
lives in Valencia. Formerly he was 

a Roman Catholic and he followed 
theological studies in some Roman-
ist seminaries to doctorate level. We 
have had contact by internet, as he 
follows my ministerial blog. He has 
understood the marvellous grace of 
God in the Gospel; he has turned 
from the errors and idolatries of 
the Papacy, and now he is heart-
ily confessing the doctrines of the 
Westminster Confession of Faith. 
He has expressed also his desire to 
follow theological courses in our 
seminary and is even looking at the 
possibility of living temporarily in 
our region, maybe in Miranda or in 
Vitoria. Please pray for that, and in 
general for the advancement of the 
Reformation in Spain.

New Generation at Camp
bY  ANGel AlvArez

On 16th January our home 
was marked by a big change 
as Kelley gave birth to 

Carolina, a lovely baby girl. (What 
would you expect her dad to say 
about her?) We thank the Lord He 
kept Kelley and Carolina safe, both 
being able to go home after a couple 
of days.

       At Easter we had our An-
nual Youth Camp. We have seen an 
increase in the attendance, and we 
have noticed a new generation com-
ing on in the last year. This means 
that there are new faces now, and 

a whole new area in which we can 
minister through the preaching and 
teaching of God’s Word.
       As far as the work in Barcience 
goes, we have seen encouraging 
tokens for good. We have now a Ro-
man Catholic couple coming regu-
larly to our Friday prayer meetings. 
Lucio is from Italy and his wife Heidi 
is from Cuba. They are very open to 
the gospel.
       A young divorced woman called 
Ana also came to our prayer meet-
ing on one occasion. We had had the 
opportunity to share the gospel with 
her several times but she 
had put off coming to 
our meeting for months. 
Now she has expressed 
the desire to come again, 
insofar as her work 
schedule allows.
       There is another 
young couple with 
whom I have had the 
chance to talk briefly 
about the gospel and 

give them some gospel tracts. There 
is a long providential story behind 
that but time and space does not 
allow me to relate it now. He is a 
security guard with different work 
schedules every week, but they have 
promised to come to our prayer 
meeting as soon as he is off work on 
a Friday.
       As you can see, there is much to 
pray for and much more to be thank-
ful for too. So we encourage you to 
keep praying for us and our ministry, 
both in the church in Alcorcon and 
the mission field in Barcience.
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Beliefs Transformed
bY  JoY Gillespie

In these past weeks we have experienced some en-
couragements, both in the children’s meetings and at 
the book tables.  

       At a birthday party last year I spoke to one of the 
mothers there about sending her children to the meet-
ings, but she did not want to commit herself at that time. 
I had also spoken to another lady (called Montse) in 
the market, when she came to buy a Bible. A few weeks 
before Easter Montse came to see if I could collect her 
children and bring them to the children’s meeting. The 
next week the other mum had her children ready to 
go too – a total of five new children now coming. This 
gave us an age range from three to seventeen years, so 
we have divided them into two groups – an older group 
of about five teenagers and a younger group of about 
eleven children. Please remember to pray for these 
young people, that God will save them and use them to 

share the gospel with their 
families. Pray also that the 
older ones will continue 
to have an interest in the 
things of God.
       The second encourage-
ment came in Orcera. Many 
years ago when I first went 
to the town, a man who 

Sorrowful, yet Always Rejoicing
bY  lYle boYd

Like the Apostle Paul we can cry with one breath: 
“O wretched man that I am,” and with the next, 
“I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 

Amidst our difficulties and trials we can praise God for 
His goodness, love and provision.
       In recent times we have seen changes in the con-
gregation when many of our elderly folk have had to 
move away to be looked after by their families. Last 
month another elderly couple went to live in a Chris-
tian home an hour’s drive away. They miss the fel-
lowship very much, so please pray that the Lord will 
comfort them and that they will adapt quickly to their 
new situation. Felecita, an elderly lady, has just lost her 
brother. She is the only Christian in her family and is 
a widow with no children, so it is very difficult for her. 
Pray that she will receive strength from the Lord.
       A young couple has recently come to this area after 
the husband lost his job but the problem of finding a 
job here is also very difficult. The mother has found a 
job picking fruit in France and will be separated from 

had been in the habit of taking tracts from me said to 
his daughter, “I wonder what the heretic is giving out 
today!” It was an encouragement to me to realize that he 
knew what I believed and on many occasions since then 
the Lord has brought him to mind for prayer. Through-
out the years he has always accepted the literature and 
before Easter he told me, pointing to the book table, that 
he now believed in this too, and not in the other. Pray 
that if he truly believes, God will show him the need to 
meet with the other “heretics” like me. 
       We thank God also for the rain over Easter, as it 
stopped many of the towns’ processions. Thank you for 
your interest in the work of God here in Spain and pray 
that these spiritual drops of rain will grow into floods on 
a dry and thirsty land.

her husband and little girl. Pray that the Lord will pro-
vide for them, and that they will be encouraged with 
the fellowship of God’s people.
       Please continue to pray for the contacts at the book 
table and the visitation work. Especially remember a 
young woman who seems interested and asks many 
questions.  Also pray for Gavino an elderly man who 
sits beside me at the book table.
       Although Spain is passing through very difficult 
times at present because of the economical crisis, our 
town of Beas de Segura continues to waste an enor-
mous amount of money preparing for the annual fiesta 
of San Marcos in April. Up to 160 bulls are let loose 
in the streets, every establishment is converted into a 
drinking den and the population triples. They start the 
proceedings with a procession carrying “Saint Mark” 
through the streets. Pray that they would come to 
realise that their religion is false and that Jesus Christ 
is the way, the truth and the life. Thanking you all once 
again.
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A Time to Sow
bY  JoYce WAlsh

On occasions when I meet people they ask, “How’s 
the work going and what have you been up too?” 
The answer is always the same, “The work is go-

ing well and I have been doing what I always do, teaching 
the Word of God to our boys and girls.”
       Having said that, it would be great to see more boys 
and girls attend meetings, but children seem to be in-
volved in so many things these days. Wherever I go 
around the province I hear the same thing from many 
people – how difficult it is to get children into meetings.
       However, we thank the Lord for those who do come. 
Sometimes in missions attendance can be small, but the 
Word reminds us not to despise the day of small things. 
Recently I had meetings in the village of Waringstown 
and I was greatly encouraged by the hard work of local 
Christians in seeking to get children into the meetings.  
On a previous occasion when I was in that village, at-
tendance was small. It was also encouraging to hear of 
a young boy who trusted the Lord in Sunday school the 
Sunday after the meetings.
       Missions have been held in other places and we thank 
the Lord for all those who came and for the help and 
support given. I still have opportunities to speak at school 
assemblies, weekly children’s meetings and Scripture 

Unions in some schools.
       In the middle of May I will be in the village of White-
cross for open airs with Mullaglass church. We praise the 
Lord for this outreach, as this is a Roman Catholic area. 
Other open airs will be held that week. As always the 
summer will be busy with Holiday Bible Clubs, Open-air 
meetings and teaching at Camp, so we would appreciate 
your prayers.
       Thank you very much for all your help and support in 
the work. Your faithfulness and kindness is much appreci-
ated and I do believe that only eternity will reveal all that 
has been accomplished in the lives of the children.

Power to Change
bY  chris KilleN

During the last few months we have been given 
many opportunities to present the gospel to 
needy souls. The Bible speaks of the sinner: “…

holden with the cords of his sins.” The work is always 
challenging and tough, yet we know that the Lord is 
able to save to the uttermost. Our God is able to break 
the chains that bind! In Psalm 86:10, David prayed: “For 
Thou art great, and doest wondrous things: Thou art God 
alone.” We rejoice that we know and serve a great and all 
powerful God. We readily admit that we can’t change the 
people we are seeking to reach – but the Lord can.
       Lately we have been working with a lot of young 
people who are using mephedrone. Sadly the use of this 
drug has become more widespread and popular in North-
ern Ireland in recent days. Mephedrone leads to severe 
psychiatric problems quickly. Self-harm, paranoia and ag-

gressive behaviour are but a few of the many side-effects 
mephedrone users experience.
       Please pray that the Lord will give us much needed 
wisdom and help to reach these souls for Christ.
       Michael is still residing at the men’s home in Wales 
and he asks that we remember him in prayer. He is seek-
ing the Lord to direct him about what he should do next. 
We are hoping to meet up with him soon. 
       There are a number of ladies with whom we work 
who have serious alcohol problems. We would ask you to 
remember them in prayer – and their families as well.
       We have a busy schedule ahead and therefore deeply 
appreciate all your prayers and support. It is so encourag-
ing to know that the Lord’s people stand with us in this 
ministry – Thank You!
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In the Highways and Byways
bY  coliN MAxWell

The unusually mild winter was 
in our favour as we continued 
our outreach work. Not that it 

mattered during the whole month of 
November, when I preached in our 
church in Kingston, Tasmania. It was 
encouraging to meet the saints there 
as they seek to witness for Christ in a 
needy land. 
       On our return we continued dis-
tributing literature round the doors 
in the main towns in Co. Monaghan 
and then took to the bicycle to visit 
homes in the country lanes. We are 
strong believers in the power of gos-
pel literature. Sometimes a good con-
versation on spiritual things is just 
not going to happen when attempted 
openings are declined. What better, 

When the Bell Rings
bY  robert MccoNNell

The school bell is ringing as 
lines of boys and girls file 
down along the corridor 

and into the assembly hall on a cold 
and frosty morning.  The chatter of 
excited voices drops away to a hush 
as the head teacher rises and an-
nounces, ‘We will begin our assem-
bly this morning with hymn number 
289, Morning has Broken.’  With the 
appropriate introductory notes from 
an overzealous music teacher on 
the old school piano, everyone then 
stands to sing.  
       I wonder as you read this, 
does it bring back memories 
of your own childhood days in 
morning assembly? My abiding 
memories are of dull prayers 
and even duller messages about 
doing good onto others…the 
husk of a social gospel brought 
by someone who was dead in 
trespasses and sins, instead of 
the glorious message of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified. 

then, than to leave in the home some 
good literature and/or a preaching 
CD for the occupant to listen to? 
       Under God, we would like to 
continue helping out with the special 
evangelistic effort recently launched 
in Co. Wexford. Around twenty 
visitors came along to a preaching 
meeting in a hotel in New Ross and it 
is planned to hold some more meet-
ings. This is in accordance with the 
Ploughing Championship Outreach 
team. Hopefully another field of 
service will be at the Free Presbyte-
rian stand at the Balmoral Show. We 
would also like to return to Dublin 
and the Roman Catholic shrine at 
Knock in the summer months. 
       On the home front, Olive was 

diagnosed with breast cancer. Every 
indication so far shows that it was at 
a very early stage. Olive had surgery 
at the beginning of April and awaits 
dates for precautionary radiotherapy. 
Naturally, this may disrupt some of 
our plans for the summer work. The 
Lord has certainly given strength for 
this trial and we have been touched 
with the kindness and prayers of 
God’s people who have sent cards 
and rallied to us in our time of need.
        Thank you to all for support-
ing our work, whether individually 
or through your church, when we 
came for a deputation meeting. Your 
prayers and practical giving are really 
appreciated.

       Over this past school year God 
has graciously opened many doors, 
allowing us to bring this wonderful 
message to thousands of boys and 
girls and teaching staff. We have 
been able to secure nearly one hun-
dred bookings in twenty-five differ-
ent schools. As well as state schools 
we have been invited to conduct 
assemblies in several integrated pri-
mary schools and even one Roman 
Catholic primary school. Currently,  
we are primarily engaged with many 
of the schools along the Ards Penin-

sula, the wider Comber area, parts 
of South Down, Greater Belfast and 
Lisburn.
       Initially we had been endeav-
ouring to get into as many schools 
as possible to conduct assemblies, 
RE classes or after school activities 
such as Scripture Union. With a 
good base now established, we want 
to concentrate our efforts on work-
ing with about thirty to forty schools 
on a more regular basis, rather than 
getting into a hundred schools only 
once.

       Do please continue to 
remember us in this work.  We 
covet your prayers for wis-
dom, for the right messages 
and for continued favour with 
all the schools we are cur-
rently associated with.  Please 
pray also that we will be able 
to make some progress into 
North Down, especially in 
and around Bangor and New-
townards, which remain hard 
against our witness.
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