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From the Editor’s Pen
   LAST ISSUE OF HARVEST TIMES MAGAZINE

     Presbytery has decided that this should be the last issue of the 
Harvest Times in its present form.  A new church magazine is to be 
launched in January 2013, called ‘Free Presbyterian VISION’. The Pres-
bytery Publications Committee who will be responsible for its produc-
tion hopes to publish the new magazine six times per year. It is hoped 
that all aspects of the denominations work will be covered in each issue; 
this will include a three page missionary section. Mission Board also 
hopes to produce an A4 Update from time to time as the need arises.  
Those of you who have access to the internet will be able to read the 
new magazine online at www.freepres.org.  Do also visit the Mission 
Board site www.fpcmission.org where you can read up-to-date news on 
the various fields.
     Our missionary newsletter has been published since March 1984 
and has been deeply appreciated by so many of our readers; we know 
it will be greatly missed.  Thank you for your encouragement over the 
years to me personally and to the missionaries in general. It was my joy 
to have laboured in compiling each issue for publication, of late I was 
ably helped by Mrs. Carol Graham. Other people who helped me were 
my wife Jean who often took time to do a final proof-read,  Mrs. May 
Spiers who was always available with suggestions, we were also greatly 
indebted to Rev. John Wagner who did the setting up and layout for 
several years and then of late to Rev. Derrick Bowman for this task. Mr. 
Joe Costley of JC Print Ltd did a superb job in the printing of the final 
draft and always went the second mile to have the job completed and 
delivered on time. To all we say thank you in the Lord’s name.
     As you read this issue of the Harvest Times you will perhaps be 
struck by the concentration of interest in the young. There are requests 
for special prayer for children. There is regret at the lack of basic bibli-
cal knowledge in the youth of our own country. Alongside this is the 
thrilling news that God is saving children and young people on all 
our mission fields. Not only saving, but also giving them the desire to 
serve the Lord. Yet this evidence of the Lord’s blessing is not because of 
anything man has done. The promise that the “righteous shall flourish 
like the palm tree” is being fulfilled because of the water issuing from 
the sanctuary. Supplies of divine grace are watering every effort in the 
Lord’s cause and giving increase.   Thus our workers may be likened to 
the “tree planted by the rivers of water that bringeth forth his fruit in his 
season.”
     And finally as we reach the end of another year we wish to thank all 
who supported the work in daily prayer and all who, by their gifts large 
or small, under God, enabled the work to continue.
     To those of you who sent cash or paid by cheque or standing order 
into our bank; to all who signed a tax declaration, enabling us to claim 
back the tax; to those who use the boxes or give through the regular of-
ferings and to the many who sent in special gifts for the various appeals 
made during the year, the Mission Board, on behalf of all our mission-
aries, says Thank You! 

George McConnell Mr. George McConnell
Editor
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Missionary Council

Missionaries on the Move

Presbytery at its meeting in 
Mullaglass church on Friday 

the 2nd November elected Rev. 
David Park as the new chairman 
of the council. Mr. Park replaces 
Mr. George McConnell who re-
tired from the post in June.
     Rev. Park who is minister 
of Ballymoney Free Presbytery 
Church currently serves as Mis-
sion Board secretary. He has a 
long history of involvement in 
missionary work visiting most of 
our workers over the years. He is 
presently editing a new DVD of 
the Christian Academy in Kenya 
having recently visited the work 
there.  A County Armagh man, 
he trained for the Christian Min-
istry in our Theological Hall and 
has ministered in several of our 
churches including Ardaragh, 
Oulton Broad, Portavogie and 

BOOKSHOP
SUPPLIES

Thank you for the con-
tinual supply of Bibles and 
books sent in to the Mis-

sion Board office, this enabled 
us to send a large consignment 
to Kenya in June. We are always 
in need of supplies and as stock 
builds up we hope to send again 
in December or January. Please 
remember your missionary 
council representatives are always 
happy to help get the literature to 
us.

his present charge in Ballymoney.  
He is a good organiser, has vi-
sion and we believe is eminently 
suited for his new role. We wish 
the Missionary Council well un-
der his chairmanship.

Rev. David Park

Readers will be interested 
to learn that Presbytery 
has approved the sending 

forth of Rev. Ralph Hall to min-
ister in our church in Tasmania. 
He hopes to leave his present 
charge in Tyndale Memorial F P 
Church in Belfast with his family 
early in the New Year and move 
to Tasmania.
     The other two families on the 
move are the Gardiner family 
to Perth Australia and the Rev. 
and Mrs. Malcolm Patterson 
to Kenya.  Farewell for the Pat-
tersons will be held in Lisburn 
Church on Thursday 3rd January 
2013 at Lisburn FPC.  Farewell 
for Margaret Russell will be held 

in Tandragee church on Tuesday 
8th January 2013.  Watch your 
church notice board for full de-
tails and do plan to attend.

Rev. Ralph Hall

Retirement

Rev. Austin Allen has re-
tired from Mission Board.  
The picture below shows 

Rev. Ian Harris making a presen-
tation to Rev. Allen in recogni-
tion of his many years of service 
as a member of the Mission 
Board.

L to R - Mr. George McConnell, Rev. Austin 
Allen, Rev. Ian Harris, and Rev. David Park
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Furlough

It has been good to spend 
time at home in Northern 
Ireland and to renew fel-

lowship with many of you.  I 
do thank God for His Help and 
presence in my deputation meet-
ings and for your encouragement 
as you continue to faithfully sup-
port the work of God in Kenya 
in prayer and by your giving.  I 
do plan, God Willing, to return 
to Kenya mid January and would 
value your prayers for God’s 
enablement and provision as I 
commence another term on the 
field.  Pray that God will bless me 
indeed and that I may be a vessel 
meet for the Master’s use.

bY  Margaret russell

Enquiring students

Greetings from BCFC 
Christian Academy, 
Kapenguria, Kenya, 

where we are swiftly approach-
ing the end of another school 
year.  Once again, the Lord has 
been gracious to us and blessed 
us in many, many ways.  
     Over the past months we 
have seen an increase in the 
number of students enquiring 
about salvation, assurance and 
victory over sin in their lives.  
This has been a real answer to 
prayer and we trust that God 
will continue to work in our 
midst. God has also met our 
staffing and financial needs 
through your prayers and gen-

bY  NoreeN Mcafee

erous giving and we are sincere-
ly indebted to you for your part 
in the ministry.
     This year we enjoyed vis-
its from Aaron Fitzsimons, 
Julian Patterson and Stephen 
Kyle.  These young people were 
a great encouragement to our 
staff and students and were 
able to share their own testimo-
nies and experiences as young 
Christians.  
     We were also delighted to 
have Rev. David Park and Mr. 
George McConnell with us in 
October when they spent much 
time filming for a new DVD 
presentation on the work of the 
school. Their ministry of God’s 

Word was also enjoyed in the 
various BCFC churches and 
meetings which they attended.
     During November and 
December, all classes will sit 
for their end-year examina-
tions before breaking up for a 
well-earned rest.  Pray that God 
would prosper them in their 
studies and keep them over the 
Christmas break.  
     During December, we look 
forward to welcoming the Teens 
and Youth of the BCFC church-
es to the school for their annual 
camps.  Pray that God would 
visit our young people at this 
time, draw them to Himself and 
set them apart for His service.

Sudden Homecall

The staff and students of the 
BCFC Christian Acad-
emy were shocked and 

saddened on 3rd October, 2012, 
by the sudden passing of one of 
their security officers, Mr. Julius 
Chesetan.  Mr. Chesetan was a 
member of the BCFC church in 
Lityei and had been diagnosed 
with liver cancer.

     He was only 34 years old and 
is survived by a young widow 
and four small children aged 
10 years to 5 months.  Pray that 
the Lord would speak to many 
through the untimely death of 
this young man.  Thankfully, the 
Mission Board was able to help 
the family financially in their 
time of need.

bY  NoreeN Mcafee

“So teach us to number our days, that we 
may apply our hearts unto wisdom.”

Psalm 90:12
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Aaron Fitzsimons, Stephen Kyle, and Julian Patterson

Youth Alert!
bY  gilliaN gillespie

In August the little church in 
Nyaporo, Mumias, welcomed 
Aaron Fitzsimons (Hillsbor-

ough), Stephen Kyle (Mourne) 
and Julian Patterson (Comber). 
These three young men came 
to hold a week of Youth Meet-
ings in the church. They lead, 
testified and preached each day. 
What a great week we had! Many 
of the youth confessed later that 
the meetings were a tremendous 
help to them and now many of 
them attend the services each 
Sunday.
     The people of Nyaporo and 
the surrounding villages are held 
by the powers of witchcraft, al-
cohol and drug abuse. Darkness 
abounds here.  Please pray that 
the Lord will come down and set 
people free from the snares of 
sin.
     We have a good group of 
men who attend the services, 

but sadly most of them can-
not take church office because 
they are polygamists.  For the 
church to go forward there is a 
need for men who can take on 
the responsibilities of committee 
men and elders. The church also 
needs its own pastor. There are 
around 50 adults and youth who 
attend, but not all come at the 
same time.  In the lives of those 
who attend Nyaporo Church 
pray that we will see consistency, 
spiritual growth and faithfulness 
in giving of tithes.
     December is fast approaching 
and preparation is underway to 

hold Five Day Clubs and special 
teens’ meetings in Nyaporo and 
in other BCFC congregations, 
as well as our annual Teens’ 
Camp. I value your prayers for 
these special meetings. Pray for 
the Spirit of God to move in our 
midst and that we would have 
cause to rejoice with the angels 
of God over sinners coming and 
seeking the Lord.
     II Thessalonians 3:1. “Finally, 
brethren, pray for us, that the 
word of the Lord may have free 
course, and be glorified, even as it 
is with you.”

Busy Schedule
bY  JoaNNe greer

Thank you for your prayers 
for me as I’ve been getting 
settled into life in Liberia. 

I’m now officially a resident here 
(at least for the next year) – I 
received my permit at the end of 
June, and I got my driver’s li-
cense just a few days after that.
     The Sunday School in Paynes-
ville Free Presbyterian Mission 
Church has progressed steadily. 
Some of the older children have 
been working hard to learn their 
memory verses, and they’ve been 
rewarded with Bibles and Bible 
story books. Nathan Barco, one 
of the committee men, is teach-
ing them the Child’s Catechism, 
and of course we are constantly 

learning new hymns and cho-
ruses. They love to sing! We have 
begun a study of the Ten Com-
mandments in the Wednesday 
Bible Club, and the children are 
listening really well and asking a 
lot of questions.
     Nine young people from the 
Paynesville and Ballah Creek 
Mission Churches are taking 
keyboard lessons. They’re really 
excited and enthusiastic about 
this; please pray that as the nov-
elty inevitably wears off they will 
be consistent in practicing and 
that the Lord may use some of 
them in the future to serve Him 
with this gift. A Reading Club 
meets twice a week in Paynes-
ville where children can make 

use of books at their own level 
to read silently or aloud to me. 
In September I began helping 
two mornings a week at a nearby 
Christian school, teaching Bible 
and reading to upper elementary 
students. This is both an oppor-
tunity to get the Gospel to the 
forty students I teach, and also 
provides me with an insight into 
the education system here -- and 
a bit of teaching experience!
     So the weeks fly by, but I 
am thankful that God is giving 
strength and grace for each day’s 
need. Please continue to pray 
that all these children will “be 
taught of the LORD; and great 
shall be the peace of thy chil-
dren.” (Isaiah 54:13)

        Winter 2012     Harvest Times   5



The Gospel in Song
bY  KathY WalKer

We rejoice in answered prayer concern-
ing the BCFC Academy Concert which 
was held on Saturday, 20th of October. 

It was an enjoyable day for all. Many parents were 
in attendance. The Lord answered prayer by keep-
ing the rain away until after the concert. The BCFC 
church choirs also participated by singing a number 
of hymns in Kiswahili, led by Francis Asiligwa from 
Kitale. The school choirs included vocal choirs by 
primary and secondary students as well as a second-
ary chime choir and a primary recorder choir. All 
of the music was directed by Mr. Nixon Anyonyi, 
a piano student, who has been assisting with the 
choirs this year. It was a blessing to see his progress 
in this area. 
     The concert began with a fun “folk song” section, 
with songs acted out by the students. A couple of 

budding secondary artists, Ian and Tonny, painted 
all of the background scenery for this part. Stephen 
Kyle, a visitor from Ulster, was also very helpful in 
many areas of preparation for the concert. We truly 
appreciate his assistance. 
     The theme of the sacred section was “Wash me 
and I shall be whiter than snow.” The hymns were 
interspersed with primary students reciting cat-
echisms on sin, which they learned during Sunday 
night devotions in term 2 of the school year. We 
enjoyed the presence of Mr. George McConnell and 
Rev. David Park, our video man for the day. Rev. 
Park brought closing remarks on the preciousness 
of the blood of Christ. We sincerely thank the Lord 
for undertaking for us and for all those who have 
been praying. Continue to pray that the Word of 
God will be used by the Spirit of God to bring many 
souls to the precious Saviour of sinners.Miss Kathy Walker

Two of the young girls who took part in the Concert
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I had the privilege of visiting Liberia again in 
the month of September along with Brother 
Paulcy Cange. When I arrived on Tuesday 11th 

I was met at the airport be Rev. Dave DiCanio. 
On Wednesday and Thursday we had time to see 
around the work and meet some of the church folk 
again. It had been three years since my last visit and 
I saw much improvement in the country and also in 
the church work. Joanne Greer has fitted very well 
into her work in the various churches and is kept 
busy giving piano lessons, reading lessons to both 
adults and children, holding children’s meetings and 
trying to organise the Sabbath Schools. In addition,  
she teaches two days a week in a Christian school.

Visit to Liberia
bY  george MccoNNell

     Since Rev. DiCanio arrived he has kept himself 
busy re-organising  and restocking the Bookshop 
with  new books and Bibles. An advert is run on 
the national radio station daily about the bookshop, 
which brings in many customers. In addition to 
his teaching the local Pastors he has erected a new 
church building at the side of the bookshop to ac-
commodate the growing congregation. Ground had 
been purchased along the coast about twenty min-
utes from the bookshop on which they are erecting 

houses for the missionaries, overseeing this is an 
added dimension to Rev. DiCanio’s work load.
     On Friday at 3.30 am we left to travel across the 
country, mostly on mud roads the 220 miles to the 
town of Foya to visit Pastor Moses Borbor and see 
his large children’s work. We had expected to reach 
him on Friday evening but due to two breakdowns 
and getting stuck in the mud roads a few times we 
did not reach Foya until Saturday afternoon, tired 
but glad to be there. We were greeted at the church 
by several hundred children who presented us with 
flowers. Later in the evening we had an open-air 
meeting in the dark attended by around one hun-
dred people, Rev. DiCanio preached at this meeting 
as he did at the services on the Lord’s Day. Joanne 
was also kept busy addressing the children’s meeting 
on the Sunday morning, she had brought her accor-
dion and the children enjoyed being taught to sing 
many new choruses.
     Our time in Foya passed all to quickly and at 
6:00 AM Monday we were on the road again to 
Monrovia, by 9:00 AM our vehicle had developed 
a serious mechanical problem which entailed a 
seven hour stop for repairs in a small Moslem town. 
While we were waiting on the repairs being carried 
out Joanne again got her accordion out and taught 
the children who had gathered around us some 
choruses like, ‘One way God said to get to Heaven, 
Jesus is the only way.’ This was the first time many of 
the children had ever heard the name of Jesus!
     By 4 pm we were on our way again travelling all 
night. We reached our home base around 8 o’clock 
Tuesday morning and I for one was glad to climb 
into bed.
     Soon it was time to take our leave of Liberia and 
return home tired but so glad to have seen the prog-
ress of the mission work there. Do pray for the two 
missionaries and pray also for more workers to be 
called of God to join them there.

Joanne Greer teaching some of her piano students

New Missionary House under construction

Muddy road on the way to Foya
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Prayer Changes Things
bY  JohN haNNa

In Psalm 2:11 the psalmist gives this exhorta-
tion: Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with 
trembling. It is our prayer that both our lives 

and ministry will be characterized with these twin 
commands, conscious that one day an account will 
have to be given to our great King.  We are grateful 
to the Lord for you all as you remember us in your 
prayers.  The Lord has been good to us as a family 
and in the work.
     The work in the new building is progressing well.  
The inside is now finished and we are ready for a 
good clean up.  The second phase is pending the 
approval of the City Hall. Once approved, and funds 
permitting, it will be a speedy finish.  We are plan-
ning an official opening for early in the New Year.
     In our last Prayer Letter we asked prayer for a 
project that gives us great concern, the “Euro Vegas 
Project”. In spite of all the opposition expressed, the 
Local Government has decided to press on regard-
less.  However the President, who negotiated the 
terms of this project, has had to resign. This is an 
encouraging development, indicating that we must 
pray this matter through. 

     Spain is in a severe financial crisis, with over five 
million unemployed. We are thankful to the Lord 
that so far we have just two church members with-
out work. Please pray for Spain and our churches 
that the Lord will continue to sustain us, both spiri-
tually as well as financially.
     Please pray for our youth, the future of the work. 
Pray also that the little ones of our families will be 
instructed daily in their homes and early in life will 
come to a personal knowledge of the Saviour.  Re-
member also the unsaved attending.  Carlos, whose 
mother is a member of the church, is married now 
with one daughter, although his marriage is in dan-
ger. Pray that God will save him and save his mar-
riage. Continue to pray for Angel’s mother, also that 
others will be brought into the services and saved by 
His grace. 
     In closing we thank you for your faithful prayer 
support and monthly covenant giving. For God is 
not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of 
love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in that 
ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister.  
Hebrews 6:10.

‘Jehovah Jireh’
bY  aNgel alvarez

Concerning the work both in Alcorcon and Bar-
cience, there are matters that need to be prayed for.
     Our annual family camp in August was, once 
again, a great blessing. This year my mother came 
for the first time and enjoyed the stay at camp thor-
oughly. With regard to this camp, the mission that 
owns the place is trying to sell it. We’ve been having 
our annual camp there for the last 25 years, so pray 
that either the place won’t be sold, or that it will be 
sold to some other evangelical mission.

     Our annual Young People’s Day was on the Lord’s 
Day 21st October. As well as having a guest speaker, 
the young people sang and gave several testimonies 
of God’s saving grace in their lives. This has always 
been a good opportunity to invite people to attend. 
This time we focused on bringing in some people 
from Barcience, the little town where we live. On 
this occasion Lucio and Ana attended the morning 
services, and Lucio stayed for the evening service. 

Continued on page 11
  8    Harvest Times   Winter 2012



Promising Contacts
bY  JoY gillespie

With the beginning of 
the winter work I 
thank God for His 

guiding hand. He has seen fit 
to bring three new boys to the 
children’s meeting, with the pos-
sibility of a new girl as well, if her 
father allows her. Pray that God 
will give us help and understand-
ing to share the gospel with these 
boys and girls. The youth work 
has also started with an addi-
tional young man in attendance. 
He used to attend the children’s 
meetings, so pray that God will 
continue to put an interest in 
his heart to hear more about our 
blessed Saviour.
     In the past months I have 
started a Bible Study with Cris-

tobal, who has been reading 
some very good Puritan books. 
Pray for these Bible Studies, that 
they will be a means of bringing 
him into the church. He says he 
likes to talk with us at the book 
table because it is the only time 
he can talk about the things of 
Christ. In the Roman Catholic 
Church not even the priest is 
interested enough to speak with 
him about scripture. Pray that 
God will lead him to trust only 
on the Word of God for guid-
ance. Remember the other three 
weekly Bible Studies, that they 
will continue to be a blessing to 
all who join us.  
     English classes have also 
started. In the past five days I’ve 

had four enquirers to see if I had 
time to fit in extra classes. With 
the employment climate being so 
poor, many people are wanting to 
brush up on extra subjects in the 
hope of getting a job. The work 
situation in Spain is worsening, 
with over 25% of the working 
population unemployed and half 
of those are young people. Pray 
that God will help me with the 
classes and that I will have op-
portunities to share the gospel 
with the students.   
     Thank you for your interest in 
all the missionaries in Spain and 
please continue to hold the ropes 
in prayer. 

“What have I done with my life?”
bY  lYle boYd

We thank you all for re-
membering us before 
the Throne of Grace. 

During the summer we were 
greatly encouraged with good at-
tendance in the church services. 
Alfonso and Benita, both in their 
nineties, were with us again for 
a few months with their fam-
ily.  Other family members of 
the congregation were present, 
listening attentively to the Word 
of God. Pray much that God will 
break through stony hearts and 
make them trophies of grace.
     Some contacts from the sum-
mer outreach have been made, 
which we pray will have lasting 
fruit. Please remember Andrea, 
a woman who visited the church 
over twenty years ago and has 
since lost her husband.  Her son, 

Ramón, has brought nothing but 
continual sorrow and heartache 
to the family. Andrea has been 
housebound for four years now, 
but with God’s help, hopes to 
come to church. We visit her on 
a regular basis and have left her 
gospel messages on CD.
     A young couple, Daniel and 
Nezle, have been attending the 
services with their little daughter. 
They have been facing many dif-
ficulties, so pray with us that the 
Spirit of God will work in their 
hearts.
     The radio programmes contin-
ue and we have had some good 
feedback. An owner of a petrol 
station told me that he listens to 
the programmes, sometimes with 
tears rolling down his cheeks. He 
has realised that his life is almost 

over and wonders what he has 
done with it.  
     My wife and I, in the provi-
dence of God, met with a mother 
and her son at a well. It turned 
out that we had met seven years 
ago at the book table in Beas, 
when the young man showed 
a deep interest in the things of 
God. Sad to say, he is now going 
on for the priesthood, so earnest-
ly pray that as he reads God´s 
Word the Lord would enlighten 
his mind, as He did with Martin 
Luther. Pray for his mother also, 
that the Lord would give op-
portunity for our paths to cross 
again.
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Expectation and Encouragement
bY  Jorge ruiz

The situation of the work in 
Miranda remains stable. 
The old gypsy believer, 

Domingo, comes every day to the 
family meetings in the church at 
6 p.m. These meetings have now 
been running for five years! The 
believers from Vitoria - María, 
Diego, Sarah and their two little 
daughters, Daniela and Sofía, at-
tend the Sunday meetings faith-
fully as well. 
     The activity of the last weeks 
has included the painting of the 
front of the church. The facade 
of the church now looks very 
well, worthy of the Lord’s house. 
Please pray for new contacts with 
people, particularly from Miran-
da. We still pray with expectation 
that the preaching of the Word in 
that town would fully accomplish 
that which the Lord pleases and 
that it shall prosper in the thing 
whereto He has sent it. 
     We have also had great en-

couragements from the work in 
Bilbao. In the last three weeks 
there has been a profession of 
faith from John Jairo, a young 
believer of Colombian origins, 
and we had the baptism of Judith, 
an old lady from Colombia as 
well. There are two more people 
asking to be baptized - Iván and 
María Eugenia. 
     Lord’s Day the 21st October 
was a very special service be-

cause we had a visit from eight 
people attending our congrega-
tion for the first time! It is the 
first time we have had more than 
30 people in the service and we 
praise the Lord for this advance-
ment. Please pray for the people 
who have not yet professed faith 
(Óscar, Josseline and Élver) and 
for the coming establishment of 
the congregation in Bilbao. 

New paint on the front of the church building in Miranda-Bilbao

10   Harvest Times     Winter 2012



Another couple, Lucio and Heidi, has been taking 
weekly Bible studies with me for the last months. 
Lucio has had some tests in hospital, as there was 
a possibility he had liver cancer. Thank the Lord 
the results were negative - evidence of God’s mercy 
towards him.
     In Grace Bible College this year I have a pastor 
from the Philadelphia Church (an Armenian gypsy 
church), who will be studying ‘Introduction to the 
Old Testament’. It will be another opportunity to 
spread the doctrines of grace, through this minis-
ter’s learning about God’s Covenant of Grace to His 

people in the Old Testament.
     A member of our congregation, Miguel, has gone 
blind in one eye and is to have tests to see the possi-
bility of gaining some vision back. He is also unem-
ployed and his benefits have finished. Pray for him 
in all these regards.
     There is much to pray for, but our almighty and 
merciful Lord can supply all our needs and give us 
comfort in the time of trial. We share these matters 
with you and encourage you to continue to pray for 
and support the work in Spain.

Continued from page 8

The work of God in Port Lincoln continues 
steadily with some encouragements.
     In July we held our annual children’s 

camp at Thuruna, which is a great location with 
excellent camp facilities. Although we aren’t able 
to report any conversions this year, the camp was 
well-attended, the gospel was faithfully proclaimed, 
the concluding Lord’s Day camp service attracted a 
number of visitors, and the barbecue lunch that fol-
lowed was well received. Pray that the Lord would 
work in saving power among our children.
     Over the past few months the Lord has been 
pleased to bless in our ordinary church services. The 
prayer meeting has been strengthened by an addi-
tional believer and the Lord’s Day morning service 
has been boosted by an additional young family. 
Overall though, the congregation remains a small 
one, and much prayer is needed for the strengthen-
ing of the work numerically and spiritually.
     Prayer is also requested for the various evange-
listic efforts that the church makes. These include 
door-to-door personal evangelism and literature 

distribution, special meetings in the church, chil-
dren’s and young people’s Bible clubs, meetings in 
old folks homes and in the Port Lincoln prison.
     The Lord willing in 2013, we plan to start a 
Sunday school and we ask that you join with us at 
the throne of grace to seek God’s blessing upon that 
endeavour.
     Also continue to remember the Lock congrega-
tion, which is located 100 miles north of Port Lin-
coln. It is my privilege to minister the gospel there 
every Lord’s Day afternoon and conduct a children’s 
Bible club and an adult Bible study and prayer 
meeting every Tuesday. Please take that work upon 
your heart.
     Finally, pray for the congregation in Kingston, 
Tasmania. Over these past months I have been shar-
ing with their very able elder Mr. Noel Clydesdale 
the prayer burdens of that congregation. They have 
been greatly encouraged by the Lord’s calling of Rev. 
Ralph Hall and are looking forward to 2013 with 
renewed and growing confidence in their Lord.

Small but Growing
bY  iaN hall
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Heritage of the Lord
bY  JoYce Walsh

As I look back over the last few months and 
think of all the opportunities that were 
given to present the gospel to boys and girls, 

the words of the Psalmist comes to mind, “The Lord 
hath done great things for us whereof we are glad.”
     The summer ministry began with the Youth 
Council Outreach. This year we had 13 young peo-
ple join us for the week of outreach in South Down. 
In spite of the weather and a bit of opposition we 
had 6 meetings each day and it was marvellous to 
see children from a variety of backgrounds come 
into the gazebos and listen to the Word of God. The 
young people were a great help and gave themselves 
wholeheartedly to the ministry amongst the chil-

Witnessing and Waiting
bY  trevor spiers (elder iN the locK church)

Greetings from Lock, South Australia.  Since 
before the opening of the Lock Church in 
1989 by the then Moderator Rev. Ian Pais-

ley, we have been witnessing in the surrounding 
districts at the annual agriculture shows and field 
days, where the Eyre Peninsula people come to meet 
old friends and make new ones.
     We set up a book-stall in a large tent, displaying 
Bibles and creation material, and give out bags to 
the children containing a gospel booklet and other 
items of interest. Since August we have given out 
1200 bags and we would appreciate your prayers 
that the Lord would be pleased to honour the scrip-
ture that has been put into the hands of the children 
and their parents. This year we had a young Chinese 
woman visit the stall.
     It was also a great joy to have two of our grand-
daughters make professions of faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ.

     We covet your prayers with regard to the esca-
lating religious apostasy in Australia. Numbers are 
reducing in all the mainline churches, and they are 
attempting to form one church with the Roman 
Pontiff as its leader. Pray that the Lord will step in 
and true biblical Protestantism will be restored and 
revived.
     On the first Lord’s Day of each month after the 
morning service we have a time of prayer and fast-
ing, pleading with the Lord to have mercy on this 
great land of Australia. For reasons we don’t know 
yet, the Lord has kept Australia independent from 
the other continents and has blessed us with a 
largely peaceful life. Finally, the same sex marriage 
bill, which came before the Australian parliament, 
was soundly defeated in both houses. This doesn’t 
reflect the hearts of the parliamentarians, but we 
nonetheless accept it as an answer to prayer, and 
give God the praise.
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“Is it nothing to you...?”
bY  coliN MaxWell

Our forms of outreach during the summer 
months have been of a threefold nature. 
First of all, I worked largely on my own 

round the Irish Midlands, Galway (during the 
Horse Races) plus several trips to Dublin and our 
annual few days spent at the Knock Marian Shrine 
Novena. This form of outreach largely involves tract 
distribution, open air preaching and one to one 
witnessing. There were quite a few good conversa-
tions, including some with Roman Catholic priests, 
nuns and a Cooneyite preacher. In Dublin, between 
preaching, I usually play some mp3 gospel music 
and readings from the Authorised Version over the 
open-air equipment. This attracts some attention 
from those passing by. “Is it nothing to you…?” 
(Lamentations 1:12)  

     It is always a pleasure to work with others in 
evangelism. The Ploughing Championships again 
provided the second backdrop in September where 
a good work was done for God. 25,000 scripture 
calendars were distributed and many conversations 
held in the marquee over a cup of tea. Thirdly, I was 
part of the greater bimonthly Consider Christ wit-
ness that has blanketed entire towns with the gospel 
in the past year. It was nice to get the opportunity to 
speak at the Mullingar hotel meeting in October on 
the Parable of the Lost Sheep. Doubtless, the winter 
work will bring its own challenges. 
     All is well at home. Olive has recovered from her 
surgery and radiotherapy. Both Ruth and Andrew 
are back at college/school. Thank you for all your 
prayers and support.

dren.  A number of other outdoor meetings were 
held over the summer and it was thrilling to see the 
boys and girls come, others took the form of Holi-
day Bible Clubs and teaching at Camp.  Attendance 
varied from place to place, with over 100 children 
in some meetings. It is encouraging to see children 
come to the meetings who do not attend Sunday 
School or a weekly children’s meeting.
     We rejoice in all that the Lord has enabled us to 
do over the last few months and it has been a privi-
lege to see children come to trust in Christ as their 
Saviour and also to meet those who had trusted the 
Lord in previous years and to see them growing in 
Grace.
     Thank you once again for all your continued fi-
nancial and prayerful support in the work.  In these 

days of recession it is marvellous to witness God’s 
continued provision through the faithfulness of His 
people. Please do continue to pray for the work.

Children at the Outdoor Bible Club
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“From a child thou hast
  known the holy Scriptures”
bY  robert MccoNNell

It was because of the endeavours of a godly 
mother and grandmother that Paul was able 
to say of Timothy, “…from a child thou hast 

known the holy scriptures, which are able to make 
thee wise unto salvation…” As I travel around the 
Province I have noticed that for 
more and more boys and girls 
this is sadly not the case. There 
is a complete ignorance of God’s 
Word and of the wonderful 
stories that were so familiar only 
a few generations ago. Darkness 
has come over our land, a dark-
ness that can only be dispelled by 
the glorious light of the Gospel.
     It has been my privilege to 
share with many thousands of boys and girls who 
the light of the Gospel is, namely our Saviour the 
Lord Jesus Christ. During the summer I had the joy 
of conducting missions and holiday Bible clubs in 
Annalong, Portadown, Rasharkin, Ballynahinch, 
Bangor, Comber and in Sandown Road Church. 
God graciously spoke to many and children were 

wonderfully saved.
     With the longer nights now drawing in I have 
been busy filling up my diary with bookings for 
morning assemblies, RE classes and after school 
activities in around thirty different schools. Many of 

these schools now have us in on a 
regular basis. In my last report in 
April I requested special prayer 
for openings in more schools in 
Bangor and Newtownards. The 
Lord has wonderfully opened up 
several new doors in both these 
towns.  
     I would ask for your continual 
support - especially in the place 
of prayer. I need freshness, wis-

dom and guidance from the Lord as I speak daily 
to children from a wide range of backgrounds. The 
enemy continues to sow many tares and various 
types of social gospels are being propagated. May 
the words of III John, verse 4 be our abiding por-
tion, “I have no greater joy than to see my children 
walk in truth.”

A Word of Thanks on Behalf of the Morris Family in Jamaica

The news of Brian’s tragic murder shocked the 
Free Presbyterian church family around the 
world. Many of our churches and individu-

als sent in gifts to help his wife and young family.  
This was greatly appreciated by them.  Do continue 
to pray for the Morris family and for the church in 

Jamaica. The great need is for a missionary to be 
called to help the work there. “Pray ye therefore the 
Lord of the harvest to send forth labours into the 
harvest field.” Readers will be glad to know that the 
church area was not affected by the hurricane. 
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“This is the Lord’s doing...”

We have much to thank the Lord for in the work 
in Nepal.  God is continuing to show mercy to this 
people in the salvation of souls.
     A man was converted a number of years ago in 
the church in Kathmandu but then the church lost 
contact with him. He appeared recently and told Paul 
Thapa that he had seen about ten people converted 
in his village and has since started a fellowship. He 
wants Paul to come and visit him with the view to 
having this fellowship join up with the Nepal Mis-
sion. In another case one of the evangelists who 
makes contact with those who write in about the 
radio broadcasts saw two Brahmin families con-
verted and a fellowship has started in that village. 
To see Brahmins saved is a great marvel, as they are 
the highest caste in the 
Hindu religion.     
     Recently a piece of 
ground adjoining the 
church in Kathmandu 
came on the market. 
The decision was made 
to purchase the ground, 
even though there was 
little money and full 
payment had to be 
made by the middle 
of November. In a few 
days all the money that 
was required came in 
from three different 
sources. All of these 
things are very hum-
bling.  
      We are glad to 
report that in the new 
session of training for 

bY  WesleY grahaM

the men in the Bible College all subjects except one 
are being taught by the Nepali men themselves - this 
also is the cause of much praise to God. 
     We would request prayer for the orphanage, as it 
is a vital part of the work of the Nepal Mission. There 
are over five hundred orphanages throughout the 
country and a major review and consultative process 
is going on at present on how they are being run. It 
may be that Paul will have to obtain other property 
to meet the standards demanded by the authorities. 
If this happens there will most likely be a financial 
outlay.
     Thank you all very much for your prayerful and 
practical support.
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MISSIONARY ADDRESSES
Rev. Lyle Boyd
El Vadillo Fuente De Penilla 
Beas De Segura 
Jaen, Spain
lyle.boyd@fpcmission.org

Rev. David DiCanio
daviddicanio@mindspring.com

Rev. Angel Alvarez Fernandez 
C/ Velazquez 20
CP 45525
Barcience (Toledo)  Spain
angel@fpcmission.org

Miss Gillian Gillespie
PO Box 1787
Kakamega, Kenya 50100
gillian.gillespie@fpcmission.org

Miss Joy Gillespie
Caile Quebrada 16
Cortijos Nuevos 23293
Jaen, Spain
gillespiejoy@gmail.com

Rev. Wesley Graham
364 Belfast Road
Bangor, N. Ireland  BT19 1UL
wesleygraham7@hotmail.com

Miss Joanne Greer
C/o FPC Mission Church of Liberia 
PO Box 2692
Monrovia Liberia
joanne_g23@yahoo.co.uk

Rev. John Hanna
c/o Montecarlo 5, 4D Esc Der 
28936 Mostoles 
Madrid, Spain
john.hanna@fpcmission.org

Rev. Ian Hall
13 Kent Place
Port Lincoln 5606
S. Australia
seekthelord1@gmail.com

For Tasmania please contact 
Rev. Ian Hall

Mr. Chris Killen
1 Mornington Lane 
Lisburn BT28 2WH
chris.killen@fpcmission.org

Miss Noreen McAfee
PO Box 1359
Kitale, Kenya 30200
noreen.mcafee@fpcmission.org

Mr. Robert McConnell
1 Halberton Gardens
Ballyhalbert  BT22 1BG
robert.mcconnell@fpcmission.org

Mr. Colin Maxwell
19 The Olde Fairways
Fivemiletown, BT75 0SD
colin.maxwell@fpcmission.org

Rev. Michael Patrick
13 Jason Place
Padburry, Perth 6025
W. Australia
mtwpat@gmail.com

Rev. Ravi Pasupuleti
ravi@fpcmission.org

Dr. Jorge Ruiz
C/ Vitoria, No 35,2
Izq, 09200 
Miranda De Ebro
(Burgos) Spain
jorgemichaela@yahoo.es 

Miss Margaret Russell
PO Box 179
Kapenguria, Kenya   30600
annabellrussell@aol.com

Rev. Paul Thapa
GPO Box 26421
Kathmandu, Nepal

Miss Kathy Walker
PO Box 79
Kapenguria, Kenya   30600
kathy.walker@fpcmission.org

Miss Joyce Walsh
10 Lissize Park
Rathfriland  BT34 5DF
ejwalsh@o2.co.uk

2013 MISSIONARY TRIP TO KENYA

The Mission Board is planning a trip to Kenya next year to celebrate over 30 years 
working with Bible Christian Faith Church and to mark Margaret Russell’s 30th 
year in Kenya.

If your would like to join us in this historic occasion please contact the Mission 
Board Office.  Full details to be announced soon.
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